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Just like flying 


“This is your Captain Dan Duple 
speaking from the controls of flight 
TWA Europark D004. I trust you are 
enjoying your trip on this air suspended 
Goldliner and hope you will have a 
comfortable and smooth flight. Our 
journey today takes us clear of other 
traffic giving you an uninterrupted view 
of the scenery. We are cruising ata 
speed of 70 miles an hour in sunny 
weather and the interior temperatures 
have been adjusted for your maximum 
comfort. Lunch and light refreshments 
will be served during our flight by our 
stewards. 

Our ETA is 1700 GMT and there will 
be no delays at luggage Control) thanks 
to Goldliners capacity. 

Have,a.good day!" 


“DUPE 


Olau Ferries have the most convenient, air conditioned accommodation and all the other 
luxurious service on the cross-channel run. cruise liner comforts of our 15,000 tonne ships. 

Our sailings start from our own terminal at We make sure your drivers make the most 
Sheerness - just off the M2. Drive off at Vlissingen of it, witha free £5 meal voucher and a free berth 
—and youre ideally placed for motorway con- on night sailings. Olau Ferries have generous 
nections to all European countries. terms for coach operators as well as drivers. 

The 8 hour voyage counts towards the We'll give you a 10% commission on the 
drivers rest period - which is hardly surprising whole booking, including group meals and berths. 
with our gourmet restaurant and swimming pool, We’llcarryany coach free onall 5 day and 52 hour 


return services. You'll also get special group 
rates with TT-Saga Lines on our through 
MAKE DRIVERS fares to Sweden via Travemunde. 
Our flagship, Olau 
Hollandia, will be joined 
by her brand new sister 
ship, the Olau Britannia, 
from the end of Mayand there'll be 
oe on the Channel to touch them. 
So make sure you have all the details. 
Call Group Reservations today. 
PROFITABLE. 


aE 
Olau Ferries, Olau-Line Terminal, Sheerness, 
Kent ME121SN. Tel: Sheerness (0795) 665273 EASIEST FOR COACHES 
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Coach TO THE BRITISH COA 
Rally 
number 


...and you can read all about it in the feature starting on page 15 
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From 1 January the tachograph chart replaced your 
driver's logbook. Charts by law have to be stored in-cab 
for a minimum of two days, and in the operator's depot 
for at least one year. 


Is that all then? No. 


Many Transport Managers now accept that chart 
analysis offers many opportunities for saving money 
and time. To help select the equipment best suited to 


CHARTPART STORAGE AND ANALYSIS 


ONE NAME COVERS TACHOGRAPI 


you, there's only one name to remember— 
CHARTPART from Lucas Kienzle, the market leaders. 
20 low cost robust products from chart cases to sus- 
pension files from hand-held analysers to computer 
analysis are described in the CHARTPART colour 
brochure available from our 190 UK and Irish agents. 
Each agent has prepared a special display to help you 
select the most suitable products for your require- 
ments. And if you need advice the benefits of our 
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| CHART STORAGE AND ANALYSIS 


agents considerable experience and expertise is freely 
available. 

With that kind of commitment you can be sure that 
Lucas Kienzle CHARTPART will always be there, on 
your doorstep, when you need it. 


Chart cabinet 6. Optical analyser 
Wall file 7. Analyser disc 

Ring binder 8. Chart stand 
Suspension file 9. Keys 

Lever arch file 10. Ocular attachment 


11. Defect report pad 
12. Chart case 
13. Chart wallet 


gpwhr 


Lucas Kienzle Vi“ 
Lucas Kienzle Instruments Limited 


36 Gravelly Industrial Park Birmingham B24 8TA 
Tel 021-328 5533 


EQUIPMENT-DESIGNED TO BE USED. 
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A firm footing with 
Treadmaster 


Passenger safety is just one reason why Treadmaster flooring is 
specified by most leading public transport Companies throughout 
the world. 

Safety, long life, resilience, and ease of fitting, all add up to the 
ideal floor covering. They depend on Treadmaster for 


* Safety * Durability 
* Resilience * Ease of fitting 


YOU TOO CAN DEPEND ON TREADMASTER 


rie fae TREADMASTER 
Mie ieee scr Engla nd. Quiet, anti-slip, heavy duty flooring 
Tel: Petersfield 2881/2 


Specified unde; Government contracts and in regular use 


Cc & | SUPPLIES Lg AD) Telex: CANDI 86148 on most U K buses and coaches 
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‘Coach of the Year’ 
at the West Midlands Coach Rally 
for Premier Coaches of Fareham 
Ast Prize Concours d'Elegance 
for Jalna Coaches of Burton-on-Trent 
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th PIREMIER 


Coach Seat 


from FUGLESANG 


Fuglesang further extends their 
range of Luxury Coach Seats by 
introducing this new PREMIER Seat, 
available in two widths, reclining, or 
fixed, available for prompt delivery 
at competitive prices. 

Other Seating types available 
for Coaches and Buses, including 
Driver's and Courier’s Seats. 


For further information, please contact: 


FUGLESANG (TRADING) LTD. 
Unit M, Kingsway Ind. Estate, 
Kingsway, Luton LUT ILP. 

Tel: (0582) 420 303 Telex: 825578 


Accessories, as 
illustrated on rear 
view, can be supplied 
suitable for most seats. 
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Standing in the spring sunshine in Stevenston 
on its first day in service is the first Leyland 
Tiger to enter bus service. The 11-metre bus 
has a Wadham Stringer Vanguard body and 
is in service with McKinnons, one of two used 
by the company on the A1 Service. Another 
A1 member, Hunters of Crosshouse, has a 
Wadham Stringer Vanguard bus on a Volvo 
B58 chassis. The Tiger has a 170bhp TL engine 
and 49 dual purpose Diplomat seats trimmed 
in moquette. 


ROUNDABOUT 


Prosecution wrong in 


Plaxton case 


SUGGESTIONS that there had been two 
separate gangs, and that Stephen 
Sleightholm, described as a stores manager, 
had been the “‘brains’’ behind one of them, 
in a racket connected with the theft of spare 
parts from Plaxton’s (Roundabout, April), 
had been wrong, admitted the prosecution, 
before York Crown Court. 

Sleightholm, and stores assistant, John 
Millington, were appearing for sentencing 
for their part in the racket. In March, 10 
other defendents, including former 
employees of Plaxtons’ and a number of 
coach operators, were either fined or receiv- 
ed prison sentences. 

For the prosecution, Mr. Paul Worsley 
said it was now accepted that Christopher 
Taylor, who was given a nine month prison 
sentence in March, was the stores manager, 
that Sleightholm was the chargehand, and 


that they both worked in the same stores 
building. Sleightholm had taken a more ac- 
tive part in finding receivers than had Mill- 
ington, it being Sleightolm who had asked 
coach operators whether they wanted to pay 
cash, the operators knowing that if they did 
so they would be paying substantially less. 
Millington’s part was to pack the parts and 
put on false labels, which would enable 
them to pass scrutiny, before being delivered 
by a driver who was also involved. 

Millington had stated that coach operators 
would approach them asking if they could 
have spares at half price. If there had not 
been greedy coach operators, there would 
not have been any thefts. 

Sleightholm was given a six months 
prison sentence, suspended for two years, 
and fined £250. Millington was ordered to 
carry out 160 hours of community service. 


Crack-down on oily buses 


AFTER the ravages of the winter weather on 
London's roads, another problem is now 
causing the capital’s main roads literally to 
crack up. The culprits are London Transport 
buses. 

A report to the London Boroughs 
Association’s Housing and Works Commit- 
tee says potholes at bus stops are being 
caused by concentrations of diesel oil spilling 
from the engines. 

The committee was told that pothole 
damage at bus stops in Croydon would cost 
£8,000 to remedy. Both Bromley and Wand- 
sworth Councils were experiencing similar 
problems. 

Dripping oil acts like a solvent on the sur- 
face, making it soft. In the Piccadilly contra- 
flow bus lane things are so bad that 
Westminster Council closes it every eight 
weeks on a Sunday, scrubs it for six hours, 
flushes it with water and then sands it! 
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Since a number of local councils are ex- 
periencing this problem the LBA is taking 
the matter up with London Transport. 
Perhaps better servicing could improve the 
situation—and save ratepayers money, says 
the Association. 


The London 
connection 


COACH SERVICES between Milton Keynes 
and London have been stepped-up by Na- 
tional Express to provide an hourly link with 
the capital. 

Operated jointly with Tricentrol Coaches, 
the new services provide twelve journeys on 
weekdays and ten on Sundays with a late 
night ‘‘theatre-goers” service leaving Vic- 
toria Coach Station at 11.15 p.m. 


Ladbroke/Coach 
plan packages 


GOLF, cricket and racing fixtures 
throughout the summer are among a wide 
selection of attractions featured in a new 
programme just launched by Ladbroke 
Hotels and Coachplan—the tour specialists 
for group organisers and coach operators. 

Centred on the spread of 34 three and 
four-star Ladbroke Hotels throughout the 
country, the one and two-night weekends 
vary from theatre breaks in London, to 
heritage weekends in Oxford and the 
Highland Games in Scotland. 

Garden-lovers are well-provided for with 
weekends throughout the summer to the 
Royal Horticultural Society Gardens at 
Wisley, the Chelsea Flower Show in London 
in May, the Royal National Rose Society at 
St. Albans in July and Britain’s largest 
Flower Show in Southport in August. 

The four-star Ladbroke Dragonara Hotel is 
the base for several occasions in Bristol, 
such as the Fifth World Wine Fair in May; 
the Power Boat Racing in June and the 
British International Ballooning Fiesta in 
August. 

Other attractions include the Royal Wind- 
sor Horse Show, the Blackpool Illumina- 
tions, the Great Yorkshire Steam Fair, 
Chester’s Maritime England Festival and the 
Royal Tournament at London’s Earl’s Court. 

Approximate prices for groups of 20 or 
more are £19 per person for one night and 
£38 for two nights. Prices include meals, en- 
trance fees and VAT. 


PRICE INCREASE 


WE regret that owing to greatly 
increased postal charges and 
other rising costs, the subscrip- 
tion rate for COACHING JOUR- 


NAL & BUS REVIEW will be 


£13.00 per annum (including 
more than £4.00 postage) from 
June 1982. Single copies will 
cost 75p plus 38p postage and 
packing. 


Ward factory 
opening 


WARD MOTORS LTD., are opening a new 
manufacturing plant this month at Shepley, 
near Huddersfield. 

Coincidentally, the company’s C11640 
passenger chassis has been named The 
Dalesman. Powered by a Perkins engine, the 
chassis has been developed by the operating 
side of the company and was seen in pro- 
totype form at last year’s British Coach Rally 
at Brighton. 


Rural bus 
from Volvo 


A MKIl version of the front-engined Volvo 
B6FA with bigger brakes, new electrical 
system and gvw uprated to 12 tons has been 
announced by the Volvo Bus Corporation. 

As a coach it can seat 40 passengers and 
in bus form up to 70. A number are being 
made in rhd form and it is unofficially 
reported that interest has been expressed by 
Scottish Bus Group companies for rural ser- 
vices. 


Welsh 
Bustler 


This Plaxtons Bustler, mounted on a Volvo B58 
chassis has recently joined the fleet of 
Wrights of Wrexham, North Wales. The bus is 
to be used on local public and private services. 
Completed in the Wright's livery of red, blue 
and white, the bus was supplied through the 
Moseley Group. 


Innovations by 
NBC companies 


SUCCESSFUL production of bus drivers’ 
fare charts by computer has won the first 
National Bus Company Chairman’s Award 
for Innovation. The micro computer used 
has more than repaid its purchase cost in a 
year. 


The entry by Southdown Motor Services 
has been judged the best of 33 innovations 
nominated by NBC companies. 


The Southdown entry enabled the com- 
pany to respond much quicker to market 
conditions through speedier production of 
fare charts used by the company’s platform 
staff. There was also a valuable cost saving. 


In a different field, a special commenda- 
tion has been given for a technical innova- 
tion developed by United Automobile Ser- 
vices and which also employs micro-chip 
technology. This is the R11 regulator, an in- 
tegral electronic control system used to 
regulate alternator output on coaches and 
buses and which has brought substantial 
savings on both fitment and operating costs. 
The device was developed from the idea of 
depot electrician Robin Plummer. 


Lincoln 
Olympian 


Recently delivered to Lincoln City Transport is 
this Leyland Olympian with a Gardner 6LXB 
engine. The vehicle is the first 10.3m Leyland 
Olympian to enter service in Britain and has an 
East Lancashire Coach Builders 84-seat body. 
Most standard Olympian features are incor- 
porated in the Lincoln bus which is the first in 
the fleet to be fitted with moquette seating. 
Three similar vehicles are due to be delivered 
to Lincoln in March 1983. The Olympians con- 
tinue the undertakings policy of standardising 
on large capacity double-deck vehicles, which 
up to the 1981 deliveries were on Bristol VRT 
chassis. 


Stetsons off 
to JR 


LAST month a new coach service began 
operating between Luton International Air- 
port and 14 pick-up points in East Anglia. 

J.R. de luxe coaches, from Foulden, Nor- 
folk, are running an airport stage service 
with a main route through towns up the A11 
and a feeder covering Downham Market, 
Kings Lynn and Swaffham. 

Service is once daily midweek and twice 
daily on Fridays, Saturdays and Sundays. 
J.R. expect to receive regular business from 
travel agents en route, conveying their 
package holiday clients to and from the air- 
port. 


Bus shelter shock 


THE future of some bus shelters in rural area 
of Lothian Region could be thrown into 
question because a Valuation Appeal Court 
has ruled that the authority must pay rates of 
up to nearly £40 each in respect of their 923 
bus shelters, amounting in the year 1982/83 
to a total of £32,348. 

This Appeal Court decision will be a mat- 
ter of concern to bus operators everywhere. 
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The 
Nelson touch 
for York Bros 


Who more appropriate to mark Maritime 
England year with a new fleet than York Bros 
of Northampton? Well known for naming all 
their coaches after ships of the Royal Navy 
they made a slight departure with their latest 
quartet. These are Kassbohrer Setras worth 
roundly £300,000 and are named after famous 
admirals: Nelson, Jellicoe, Mountbatten, 
Blake. The present Lord Nelson christened his 
namesake at a ceremony alongside HMS 
Belfast in London last month. He is seen here 
(second from left) with Jim Shuttleworth, 
Kassbohrer UK; Alf York; Mrs York; Bob York; 
and Derek Edwards, Kassbohrer UK. 


Viewmaster 
orders 


RECENT orders for Plaxtons include 23 
Viewmaster luxury coaches. Ten have been 
ordered by Trafalgar Travel of High 
Wycombe. These are mounted on DAF 
MB200 12 metre chassis from the Moseley 
Group. 

Thatched House Coaches of London have 
also placed an order for six Viewmaster G. T. 
luxury coach bodies through Rydale PSV 
Sales and to be mounted on Volvo B10M. 12 
metre chassis. 

Trimdon Motor Services of Durham have 
ordered four Plaxton Viewmasters to be 
mounted on Leyland Tiger 12 metre chassis 
and ordered through Kirkby/Kingsforth. 

Limebourne Motors of London have 
ordered three Plaxtons Viewmasters 


mounted on Volvo B10M 12 metre chassis 
also through Kirkby/Kingsforth. 


This year marks the Centenary of Silcox Motor Coach Co. Ltd, of Dyfed, West 


Peak Wayfarer 
Scheme 


SIX public transport operators have combin- 
ed to bring the many attractions of the Peak 
District within easy reach of day-return 
travellers from Greater Manchester, with a 
new low-cost fares scheme called ‘Peak 
Wayfarer’. 


Co-ordinated by Greater Manchester 
Transport, the Peak Wayfarer scheme is 
valid on a range of services offered by GMT, 
British Rail, Crosville, Trent and East 
Midlands, and independent operator Silver 
Service. 


The cost of this ‘go-anywhere’ ticket is 
£2.25 for adults, £4.50 for a family ticket 
(covering two adults and up to two children 
aged between 5 and 16), £1.50 for a senior 
citizen and £1.50 for a child (aged between 5 
and 16). 


OES eat eins be 


Wales and on the 


collection of these two new Supreme VI luxury coaches from Plaxtons they were presented 
with a silver ice bucket to mark the occasion by David Goodare. The coaches, on Leyland Tiger 
chassis, were completed in a smart livery of red and cream and were sign-written with the 
words ‘Centenary Coach 1882-1982. Specification includes radio/public address and laminated 
screen. Both coaches were supplied through the Arlington Motor Company. 
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No property 
in passengers 


IT could not be emphasised too strongly that 
evidence of abstraction was not evidence 
that a new service would be against the 
public interest, or would necessarily damage 
it. There was no property in passengers, and 
operators were not entitled to protection 
from competition. Indeed, the fact that 
passengers would transfer to a new service 
was some evidence that the service would 
be of some use or convenience to the public. 

These views, expressed by a Department 
of Transport Inspector, have been endorsed 
by the Secretary of State for Transport, 
when he accepted the Inspector’s recom- 
mendation to dismiss appeals by Reading 
Borough Transport and Berkshire County 
Council, against the grant to Alder Valley 
Services of a new service linking the centre 
and western suburbs of Reading with the 
Sava Centre Hypermarket, at Calcot. 


Briefs..... 


BEXLEYHEATH TRANSPORT is planning 
to appeal against a veto by London 
Transport on its proposals to run regular 
commuter services into London on 171 
routes. 


THE West Yorkshire County Council has ap- 
pointed the American Company Booz, Allen 
as transport consultants to study public 
transport in the area. The cost of the first 
phase of the study will be £122,000. 


VIDEOCRAFT Marketing Productions and 
Media Music have joined forces to pioneer 
the production of videograms aimed at 
entertaining passengers while approaching 
the image of the coach companies and the 
desirability of its venues. The address of the 
company is 22 Church Road. Lilleshall, 
Telford, Shropshire. 


THE Taff Ely and Rhondda Coach 
Operators’ Association formed earlier in the 
year has held several meetings and discuss- 
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ed important local problems. Secretary is Mr 
C. Jones, 17 Craigwen Parc, Pontypridd. 


WEST YORKSHIRE PTE has accepted an 
invitation to represent the UK in a European 
research project evaluating dual-mode 
trolleybus systems. 


A LARGE Maritime Pageant with a cast of 
hundreds will be staged in Greenwich Park 
from July 5-17. 


THE West Midlands County Council has 
published a ‘Coach Drivers Guide to Ter- 
minals and Coach Parks’. The guide is 
available from County Hall, 1 Lancaster Cir- 
cus, Birmingham B4 7DJ (Tel: 021 300 
7572). 


Letters 


‘Unfair competition’ 
—the other view 


Sir,—I was concerned to read the article 
headed ‘LCBS Subsidies private hire claim’ 
on page 20 of your April edition, not only 
because of the inaccuracies contained within 
this report but also in view of the fact that 
you did not approach the company to ascer- 
tain the facts or indeed, provide the oppor- 
tunity for a simultaneous response. 

Overall, non-stage activities represent 
some 2% of this company’s income but are 
necessary as part of the company’s re- 
quirements to meet its statutory financial 
obligations, apart from which it will not have 
escaped your notice that the 1980 Transport 
Act encourages competition and initiative 
from all sectors of the industry. 

The allegations in the article are totally in- 
correct; for to suggest that this company uses 
tax rebated fuel on non-stage work is simply 
untrue, whilst all of our coaches are built to 
a bus grant specification and are available 
for all types of work. This, I would suggest is 
a policy pursued by many other coach 
operators throughout the country. 

I was most interested in your comment 
that the independents are better equipped to 
operate private hire services than this com- 
pany and perhaps you could substantiate this 
publicised statement and indeed the quoted 
rate of 40p p.m. which once again is totally 


eel COLIN E. CLUBB 
Managing Director 

London Country Bus Services Ltd., 

Lesbourne Road, 

Reigate, Surrey RH2 7LE. 


(The story referred to was a report on a meet- 
ting of Hertfordshire operators and was held 
late in the month. Time prevented a com- 
ment from London Country, so we are pleas- 
ed to publish Mr Clubb’s view. Since the 
1980 Act, many independent operators 
throughout the country have felt the need to 
complain about “‘unfair’’ competition from 
the established bus operator; conversely, the 
bus operators have felt quite within their 
rights in exploiting every opportunity to raise 
extra revenue.—Editor). 
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TRADE 


Microfare off to a 
good start 


LAST JUNE Control Systems introduced a 
small, inexpensive, but sophisticated ticket 
issuing and revenue control system which 
initially made its debut under the name of 
Portatim, before undergoing a name-change 
to Microfare. 

Microfare is a low-cost portable ticket 
machine providing data capture and transac- 
tion printout facilities in a small unit 
weighing only 2.5 kg which can either be 
carried in a harness, or fixed to a counter ina 
vehicle. Software packages can be tailored 
to suit each operator’s particular statistical 
requirements, so that a typical standard soft- 
ware programme enables Microfare to retain 
time, route and driver information, together 
with ticket and classification cash totals. 
This can then be printed out in the form of 
an audit strip on ticket stock, or transferred 
directly to a computer. 

Orders for Microfare gave been received 
from Uganda, Portugal, Norway and Den- 
mark, and in the UK trials are taking place 
with eleven transport operators in both the 
public and private sectors. 


Burndept/Dymar 
merger 


BURNDEPT Electronics Ltd, and Dymar 
Electronics Ltd, have completed ar- 
rangements for the merger of the two com- 
panies. 

This makes the combined company the 
largest wholly British owned UK supplier of 
mobile radiotelephone equipment, and the 
complementary nature of the two com- 
panies’ product ranges enables the new 
organisation to meet virtually all mobile 
radiocommunication requirements. 

The sales and marketing operations of the 
new organisation will be combined at 
Dymar’s headquarters at Watford, Herts. 


Lazzerini Seats 


THE Lazzerini range of coach seats, handled 
in this country by Transport Seating Ltd, of 
38, New John Street West, Birmingham, 
B19 3NB has quickly attracted orders from 
coach operators in this country. Recent con- 
tracts have come from Tappin’s Coaches for 
a 19-seater; Epsom Coaches for two 
30-seaters and two 50-seaters; William 
Allan, Edinburgh, two 51-seaters; Monks 
European, Leigh, one 51-seater; and 
Kingston’s Coaches, Yeovil, one 53-seater. 
All these orders are for the Rally 1107 seat. 

Eagle Coaches of Bristol have ordered 
comfort 1462 seats for a 57-seater. 


Wonder Boy! 


Anything is possible when you're eight years 
old—especially with a little help from your 
friends. Local lad Garry Newman tries his 
strength on the ex-LT Fleetline converted to 
left hand drive by Ensign Bus. The ‘help’ came 
from a set of Somers Hywema lifts and the 
scene was Brighton front during the British 
Coach Rally. 


Kirkby Hogarth 


close Glasgow 


KIRKBY CENTRAL GROUP announce the 
closure of their Leyland truck and bus depot, 
Kirkby Hogarth in Glasgow. 

The continuing recession and its severe 
impact on the heavy truck market in par- 
ticular, plus the effects of the recent factory 
strike, substantially added to the difficulties 
of operating larger motor dealerships, par- 
ticularly in this area of the UK. 


PTE updates 


bus radios 


MERSEYSIDE PTE is equipping its 
1,300-vehicle bus fleet with Motorola’s 
CD-100 FM mobile radios. The project, 
which is costing £1.2 million over a period of 
five years, also includes the restructuring of 
its radio communications network which 
embraces a 250 square mile area. 

This means that Merseyside is one of the 
first PTE’s to phase out inefficient and out- 
of-date AM radio equipment, and to take ad- 
vantage of the improved signal quality and 
area covereage offered by FM operations. 


Consultants for 
Singapore Bus 


TWO British transport consultants, Martin 
and Voorhees Associates and London 
Transport International, have won a 
£350,000 contract in Singapore. They will 
carry out a comprehensive review of 
Singapore's bus services. 
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Tachograph aid 


AN addition to the Chartwell range of 
tachograph charts and accessories is the 
Needle Stylus, which is a metal tipped 
writing instrument for use by drivers to com- 
plete the centre field of the chart. It works on 
the same principal as the stylii in the 
tachograph head—by cutting into the sur- 
face coating of the chart. The extremely fine 
tip enables very precise clear entries to be 
made in the centre field, where space is so 
limited. This also eliminates the problem of 
ink smudging which is so common with felt 
tip pens and ball points. 

Competitively priced at £1.20 each + 
VAT, these stylii are available from 
distributors, or direct from:- Wightman 
Mountain Ltd, 142 Vauxhall Street, London 
SE11 5RH, (tel: 01-582 6522). 


Jonckeere 
mobile service 


AS part of their plans to give a comprehen- 
sive back-up service to those operators pur- 
chasing Jonckheere, coachwork Roeselare 
Sales of Northampton have appointed Ver- 
non Hellaby of Leicester to take control of 
after sales service and spares distribution. 

A new mobile workshop based on a long- 
wheelbase Volkswagen LT31 high top van 
will be available on request, and will carry a 
comprehensive stock of spares designed to 
help keep Jonckheere owners’ downtime to 
a minimum for glass replacement, etc. This 
vehicle will also be used as a feeder service 
to the existing UK Jonckheere stockists. 


New Hartridge 
Catalogue 


A REVISED edition of the Hartridge Service 
Tools Catalogue is now available. It provides 
an illustrated list of the tools that are 
available from Hartridge for use on the injec- 
tors and injection pumps provided by the 
major diesel fuel injection equipment 
manufacturers. Copies from: Leslie Har- 
tridge Ltd. Buckingham MK18 1EF. 


Low cost 
radiator shutters 


KYSOR INDUSTRIAL is offering all bus 
operators a 20% discount on radiator shut- 
ters ordered before June 30. The move has 
been taken to allow shutters to be tested at 
minimum costs on fleets of any size. 


DAFaid goes 


Freephone 


DAFaid—the 24-hour breakdown and road- 
side assistance scheme for DAF Trucks 
owners and drivers has gone Freephone. 

The new number on which to contact 
DAFaid is: Freephone 3280. 
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Michael Moors, currently company 
secretary of Crosville Motor Services is to 
succeed Bert Boys as General Manager of 
Potteries Motor Traction from June 1, 1982. 
As previously announced, Mr Boys is retiring 
after 48 years in the bus industry. Mr Moors 
joined the bus industry with Crosville as 
assistant secretary in 1971 and was ap- 
pointed to his present position in May 1974. 


Richard Whitbread has been appointed 
company secretary of Eastern National in 
succession to Norman Wass who retires 
shortly. Mr Whitbread, has been accoun- 
tant—finance at NBC Headquarters since 
July 1979. Mr Wass joined Lincolnshire 
Road Car 26 years ago as assistant secretary, 
and moved to Western National as assistant 
secretary in 1960. He became company 
secretary at Cumberland Motor Services in 
1963, and moved to Eastern National in 
1968. 


Hugh Malone, currently assistant 
secretary/accountant of the Hants & Dorset 
and Gosport & Fareham companies, has 
succeeded Graham Mayhew as company 
secretary of the two companies. As 
previously announced, Mr Mayhew is mov- 
ing to become company secretary at 
Western National. 


Alan Kreppel has been appointed Traffic 
Manager of South Wales Transport in suc- 
cession to Graeme Varley who, as 
previously announced, is to be Traffic 
Manager of Bristol Omnibus. Mr Kreppel is 
presently assistant traffic manager at Alder 
Valley. In 1972 Mr Kreppel became Transport 
Co-Ordination officer for Oxfordshire Coun- 
ty Council, and in 1974 joined Alder Valley as 
Commercial Manager. He was project leader 
for the company’s market analysis project 
and became assistant traffic manager in 
1980. 


Geoffrey Clarkson has been appointed 
Manager, Midland Red (Express). He is also 
to take over similar responsibilities for the 
National Travel (West) operational units at 
Cheltenham and Bristol. Mr Clarkson has 
been traffic manager of Midland Red 
(South) since its formation last August. 


Reg Crowe, Sales Manager of Tricentrol 
PSV has left the company after many years 
service with their organisation. On his depar- 
ture, he received a variety of gifts presented 
to him by Harold Barber, Tricentrol’s 
Regional Director. Mr Crowe has now joined 
Rydale PSV Sales of Chingford as Area 
Sales Manager. 


Tom Wollam has been appointed group 
director of Turner-Spicer Drivetrain Pro- 
ducts, the manufacturing division of Dana 
UK. He is now responsible for operational 


plants in Wolverhampton and Northampton. 


Richard Noy 

MAN-VW have made four new appoint- 
ments to their coach sales team Richard J. 
Noy becomes Coach Sales Manager. He has 
previously been on the sales team of Kirkby 
Central and Wadham Stringer (Coach- 
builders). 

Vince Bowser has been appointed Coach 
Sales Executive for the Northern Area and is 
already well known to the majority of 
operators in the North having previously 
represented both Duple and Plaxton in that 
territory. 

Covering the Midlands area is John 
Walker who joins MAN-VW_ after 
spending many years with a number of 
coach dealers throughout the country. 

The fourth new appointment is of 
Stephen Prime as a Sales Executive for the 
Southern Region. He has had several years 
experience of coach sales with two well- 
known dealers. 


The Warwick Pump and Engineering 
Company has made a number of appoint- 
ments in the marketing division. 

Findlay Bissett has been appointed Nor- 
thern UK Sales Manager covering the north 
of England, Scotland and the Shetlands. 

Simon Tearle becomes Southern UK 
Sales and National Accounts Manager, He 
will be responsible for the area south of 
Yorkshire and Lancashire to the south coast. 

Peter Clay is appointed Manager National 
Accounts and will liaise in the main with cen- 
tral buying departments of major business 
outlets throughout the country. 


OBITUARY 


We regret to record the death of: 


C. C. (JIM) EVERALL, a director of Don 
Everall Ltd, Wolverhampton. For most of his 
working life he was involved in the running 
of the Don Everall coach fleet, which was 
sold to National Travel in 1974. He then join- 
ed the fleet sales of the motor division but 
still maintained an interest in the coach in- 
dustry through the group’s PSV Sales com- 
pany. 

ERIC G. RUSSELL, proprietor of Grey De- 
Luxe Coaches of Hull at the age of 57. Grey 
De-Luxe is an old-established operator in the 
area and Mr Russell was the sole proprietor 
for the last 16 of his 34 years with the com- 
pany. 
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CUP FINALIST 


Following the Scotland Football Team's suc- 
cessful qualification for the finals of the World 
Cup in Spain, Volvo Bus (GB) of Irvine in con- 
junction with Roeselare Sales of Northamp- 
ton, have sponsored a specially prepared 
coach for the Scottish Football Association. 
On loan for a year, the Volvo B10M which has 
full air suspension and fully automatic Allison 
gearbox, is fitted with a Jonckheere body pro- 
viding 38 reclining seats, galley with micro- 
wave oven, fridge etc. There is a sunken toilet 
and wardrobe and the equipment includes 
twin video units for each of the two compart- 
ments. In the picture, Sandy Glennie, General 
Manager of Volvo Bus hands over the keys to 
Ernie Walker, Secretary of the Scottish Foot- 
ball Association. 


VIEWPOINT 


Vitesse 


@ WE ARE deluged these days with reports on a host of 
subjects. Into this office they come in great variety, many of 
them seemingly designed to show how much cleverer are the 
authors than the rest of us. Or maybe, they offer quite in- 
digestible statistics filling page after page. Not so, a very 
readable report, carried out for the Centre for Policy 
Studies, by Angus Dalgleish, a Chartered Engineer who has 
spent the last 20 years studying the problems of transport. 
He first takes us back to basics and the manner and form of 
transport growth. He then goes on to consider which forms 
are best suited to the needs of today. When I tell you that his 
work is dedicated to the memory of the late Brigadier 
Thomas Lloyd—who was the first to realise that a railway 
route is merely a road which is being misused and 
wasted—you will appreciate he comes to the same conclu- 
sion. Entitled The Truth About Transport, the author 
argues his case cogently and logically. He is convinced, that 
to convert Britain’s rail network into roads would save a 
great deal of money and lives and provide cheaper and more 
efficient transport. There are, he asserts, no arguments 
against conversion, only pressures from those with a vested 
interest in the old ways. My word, yes. Compared with flexi- 
ble rostering, this will really send Ray Buckton full steam up 
the exhaust pipe. 


@ IF our rail network were converted to roads, and this can 
be done cheaply and easily, more than half the present traf- 
fic would be removed from our overloaded all-purpose 
roads. This would transform for the better the lives of hun- 
dreds of thousands of people and do more to reduce road 
accidents than any other action which can be envisaged, the 
author argues. Railways catering for only a tenth of our 
movement needs have held on to a magnificent segregated 
network of routes which are, in road transport terms, 
almost deserted. Maintaining these as railways costs the tax- 
payer a billion pounds a year, to no purpose. Meanwhile 
road transport, carrying nine-tenths of the traffic, has to 
operate almost wholly on all-purpose access ways which are 
used by pedestrians and cyclists and which can be dug up at 
any time to lay sewers and pipe-lines. These ways, often 
busy shopping streets, cannot be classed as roads at all and it 
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is not surprising that there are strong public objections to 
their use not only by 40 ton lorries but by any lorries. 
Against all logic, trains which are much heavier, noisier and 
cause more vibration than lorries are considered desirable. 


@ THERE is a popular myth that only trains can bring all 
the commuters into big centres of population. This is 
nonsense, says Mr Dalgleish. A bus lane has much greater 
capacity to move seated passengers then a rail track of equal 
width. Experiments in America showed that a single bus 
lane could carry four times as many seated passengers as an 
urban railway. Trains are less efficient users of energy than 
buses. Roads in this country carry 90% of passengers and 
freight and, since the bulk of the population do not use the 
trains anyway, conversion of the tracks into fast roads could 
solve traffic problems and end the subsidies needed by a 
now outmoded form of transport. With bus transit, fares 
would be very much lower than rail. This report strikes me 
as excellent reading and truly worthy of the widest discus- 
sion particularly by transport students who will bear great 
responsibilities in the future. They will, no doubt, have 
more open minds than the older generation, steeped in the 
power and glamour of the great days of steam. I can fully 
recommend The Truth About Transport for fascinating 
reading and study. You can obtain it from the Centre for 
Policy Studies, 8 Wilfred Street, London SWIE 6PL, price 
£2.50. Mr Dalgleish clearly knows what he is up against 
when in a footnote he quotes Niccolo Machiavelli in ‘The 
Prince’—‘There is nothing more difficult to take in hand, 
more perilous to conduct, or more uncertain in its success, 
than to take the lead in the introduction of a new order of 


_things’. 


m@ THE IMPORTANCE of public transport to the health 
and prosperity of theatres and the London theatres in par- 
ticular, is highlighted in the urgent representations made to 
the Parliamentary Select Committee on Transport and to 
David Howell, Secretary of State for Transport, by the 
Society of West End Theatre. It is impossible to exaggerate 
the importance of an effective public transport system, says 
the memorandum and it is ‘‘equally difficult to over-state 
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our anxiety about the problems affecting all forms of 
transport and our fears that these services may decline still 
further.’? A recent independent survey, conducted by NOP 
for the Society, showed that the cost and difficulties affec- 
ting travel were the highest quoted deterrent to theatre going 
in the West End. It is estimated that 40% of the West End 
theatre audience travel by bus, coach and tube amounting to 
some 3.6 million people. About a quarter of the audiences 
come by car (roughly 2.2 million people), and 20% travel by 
train. The importance of the West End theatre to the tourist 
industry is well documented and if it declines, the conse- 
quential damaging effects for hotels, restaurants, pubs, 
taxis and other activities would be incalculable. That would 
also damage coach operators who provide a substantial 
section of the audiences for a variety of shows. Actor 
manager, Brian Rix used to be the great champion of theatre 
coach parties. He would rise in wrath if anyone denigrated 
coaches or their contribution to the theatre. We miss him! 


mI SOMETIMES WONDER why we have windows in 
coaches at all. Not that we don’t have splendid passing 
scenery just about everywhere in Great Britain, but it seems 
that people on express services are more interested in look- 
ing at the latest films on video. Well, if that’s what the 
customers want—and market surveys showed that they 
did—Bee Line deserve all credit for giving it to them. As 
reported elsewhere in this issue, their latest coaches on the 
Edinburgh—Newcastle—Middlesbrough—London run 
have video, hot drinks machine and toilet, so the passengers 
should have every reason to feel happy—especially as the 
fares are unchanged. The extra side lockers give capacity to 
spare for their new parcels service, though General Manager 
Sandy MacPherson told me that their next move will be 
towards a high floor design. This will enable them to mount 
the toilet amidships to everyone’s benefit, for a rear 
mounted ‘loo’ can be very difficult to cope with even if you 
are young and fit. 


m@ THESE IN-FLIGHT MOVIES have never aroused my 
enthusiasm in the past, for the quality of pictures was often 
poor and the sound generally too loud. Yet I must admit 
that the Bee Line video was excellent, judging by a short 
demonstration run round town. Bang up-to-date feature 
films are shown by arrangement with the distributors (no 
pirated copies with snowflake effects). Interspersed with 
these are travel films. The only trouble I forsee is that the 


GOOD DAYS AND 
OLD DAYS 


At a recent ceremony, Shearings Holidays of 
Altrincham took delivery of the first example 
of their 30 strong order for DAF coaches with 
Plaxton coachwork. Reclining seats for 51 
passengers are provided and all the new 
vehicles have Webasto heaters that can warm 
up the vehicle independent of the engine. 
These five coaches have as their basis the 
DAF MB200 DKTL chassis. At the hand over, 
there was a Victorian horse-drawn carriage 
indicating how much premium coaching has 
changed in the past 100 years. Pictured from 
left to right are:- John Beaumont, Managing 
Director of Shearings, Syd Fairless, Manager 
DAF Bus, Don Jackson, Chairman of Shear- 
ings and Christopher Thorneycroft-Smith, 
Marketing Director of DAF Bus. 


COACHING JOURNAL MAY 1982 


passengers will be deeply involved in the adventures of 
Superman and the coach will arrive before the end! So what 
do you do, go half way back to Middlesbrough? Still, I am 
sure these things have all been carefully timed to coincide 
happily. 


@ TALKING OF VIDEO, the video brochure has now ar- 
rived. This is designed to be held by travel agents and loaned 
to prospective customers who have a video player at home. I 
would advise them to insist on a deposit before letting them 
out or they will be faced with a £20 loss every time a non co- 
operative prospective fails to return his copy. Jim Courtney, 
Managing Director of Courtney Sears Marketing, who in- 
troduced the scheme, claims tremendous opportunities for 
agents to gain new customers. Already, there are 1/2 million 
households in the U.K. which own a video recorder. The 
first video brochure which features John Carter of BBC’s 
‘‘Holiday’’ programme as link man offers an hour long pro- 
gramme covering UK Holiday Centres with Butlin’s; 
Mediterranean Family Holidays with Carousel Holidays; 
Cruising with Costa Line; Coach Holidays with Galleon; 
Greek Islands Holidays with Meon Villas; UK Weekends 
with THF Bargain Breaks and Yugoslavia with Yugotours. 
A bright idea, I hope it works out well. 


@ THAT DELIGHTFUL member of the BBC’s Call my 
Bluff team, Arthur Marshall, lives in Devon. Writing in the 
Sunday Times Supplement recently, he paid a nice tribute to 
coach services, which is well worth repeating. Public 
transport receives plenty of brickbats, so a word or two of 
praise will not come amiss. ‘‘Because of the disgraceful 
behaviour of British Rail’’ he wrote, ‘‘I now travel up (to 
London) by coach. It’s frightfully good, there’s a lavatory 
at the back and what is more there is a hostess who moves 
up and down asking if you have sufficient air, and if you’re 
comfortable. She brings cups of coffee and Penguin 
biscuits, and it’s just like being on an aircraft. Well nobody 
on British Rail—or very seldom—would come and ask if 
you’re comfortable.”’ 


@ TAILPIECE. This raincoat-clad chap walked into the 
tour operator’s office the other day and asked about ‘these 
bondage holidays mentioned in the brochure’. Quick as a 
flash the manager replied: ‘Sorry sir, you mean bonded, the 
nearest we come to bondage here is the occasional whip- 
round for the driver!’ 
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Fuel economy 
or false economy? 


Power gained by fitting any of the countless fuel economy 
devices now on the market is too often used to attain excessively 
high speeds with the resultant loss of fuel saving benefits. 


The Kysor Kymax maximum speed control system enables 
operators to pre-determine the permissible top speed of their 
vehicles without impairing performance through the gears and 
still retain the economies these devices can make. Remember — 
cutting 10 m.p.h. from a vehicle's top speed can reduce the power 
requirement by up to 30%. Fuel savings of up to 15% can be 
achieved, depending on the vehicle and top speed 
required, with the added benefits of less wear on 


ine, gearbox, brakes and tyres and lower noi — - 
ic eines |e —P 1-1-4 Todays increased fuel prices mean even 


9 eee 1 bigger savings and faster pay back! 


Please send me literature on: Radiator shutters (1 | 


e 


The new tamper proof Kymax system consists 
of a solid state electronic and air control unit—a 


sensor which precisely measures the vehicle road : 

speed and a robust actuating cylinder fitted directly a ae sind W io I 
into the throttle linkage. Designed and manufactured sarees tons 2 =i sete 

in the UK. it maintains the high quality and Air Conditioning {tick relevant box) | 
operational standards of all the Kysor range of Nioinae sce iat.) putin ou ree nei heme he ites 
products which includes radiator shutters, engine Company 


Address........... 


protection systems, air conditioning and heaters. 


i Kysor Industrial (Great Britain) Limited | 
Bridge Works, North Street, Whitworth, Lancs. 


One day you'll Say thanks to Kysor! J 0112 8RJ, England. Tel: (0706-85) 2111. Telex: 63264 
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Kenzie triumphs at Brighton 


Kassbohrer carry off the Concours at the 28th British Coach Rally. 
Terry Shaw is again Coach Driver of the Year. Fine weather and massive 
trade support make this the best rally yet. 


FTER COMPETING in every one of 
Ae: 28 British Coach Rallies from early 
days with a Bedford OB/Duple Vista, 
Kenzie’s Coaches of Shepreth, Cambridge- 
shire, took the Coach of the Year award this 
year at Brighton with a Kassbohrer Setra. 
Veteran competitor, and winner, of driving 
awards Terry Shaw of Shaw’s Coaches of 
Barnsley, piloted his Plaxton-bodied Volvo 
home to take the Coach Driver of the Year 
award. 
This year the rally season has been bless- 
ed with fine weather and the display of 86 
competing coaches and nearly as many 


demonstration vehicles in the static display 
gleamed in Sunday's warm sunshine. 

The British Coach Rally, sponsored by 
COACHING JOURNAL in association with 
Brighton Corporation, has been at the 
famous Sussex resort for all but two of the 
28 years. This year, the support from 
operators and manufacturers alike, underlin- 
ed by the attendance of many of the in- 
dustry’s personalities, confirmed this as the 
best yet of Britain’s leading coaching event. 

Saturday's driving section started from 
Crawley and wound through East Sussex 
countryside to Brighton where the driving 


John Taylor reports 


tests took place. Sunday saw the Concours 
d’Elegance and final run-off for the top driver 
award followed by a grand parade and the 
prize giving. As usual the event was backed 
by a very full social programme, the 
highlights being the Leyland cocktail party 
on the Saturday evening followed by the 
Ford dinner-dance. 

This year’s entry was notable for the ad- 
vent of the high floor Continental coaches 
with British operators and the increasing 
number of Continental coaches in general. 


Top: And this was just the trade display! 
Brighton's famed Madeira Drive was packed 
with top quality coaches either competing in 
the Sunday morning Concours d'Elegance or, 
as seen here, in the static display of vehicles, 
equipment, uniforms, services and “golden 
oldy” vintage coaches. The picture was 
taken from the Volvo helicopter which pro- 
vided an unrivalled view of an unrivalled col- 
lection. 


On the Saturday road section from Crawley 
to Brighton. 7op /eft: No worries about height 
and width restrictions for Spirit Of London's 
Mellor-bodied Ford Transit which won the 
Premier British Operator and several other 
awards. Jop right: The big Continental 
coaches made their debut with British 
operators this year. Here the Van Hool Acron 
with MAN engine of Globe of Barnsley heads 
south from Crawley. Bottom /eft: National 
Travel East, always strong Brighton sup- 
porters, brought their latest 12-metre Leyland 
Leopard with Plaxton body. Bottom right: 
Naughty bit! This very sharp left hander ona 
steep gradient provide one or two anxious 
moments. Surrey operator Hardings of Bet- 
chworth had no trouble with their Bed- 
ford/Plaxton. 
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Above: vor Thomas and his crew collect the General Guarantee 
trophy for Top Coach on the Road Section. The company is Edward 
Thomas of Chessington, Surrey, and the coach is a Leyland/Plaxton. 
Left; AECs may be out of production but they are still in competing as 
this Reliance/Plaxton of Duncans of Sawtry shows on its stop at 
the Cowdray Arms control. 


Photos: 
Fred Wackett 
and John Taylor 


Bound for victory. Impending 1982 Coach 
Driver of the Year Terry Shaw of Shaws of 
Barnsley places his Volvo/Plaxton on the 
start line ready to start the final tests at the 
drop of Chief Marshal Dennis Smith's flag. 


Left: Leyland’s new Tiger 245 chassis, the subject of Alan Townsin’s 
road test on page 33, appeared at Brighton in the form of a new 
demonstrator with Plaxton body. 


Above: Approaching Haywards Heath on the road section, the 
BOVA of Robinsons Coaches of Stewkley, near Leighton Buzzard, 
Bedfordshire. It was attractively finished in silver and blue. Left: 
Commentator Mike Kay gets a description of the Dennis Lancet 
demonstration chassis in the grand parade. 
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We are the Champions! 


Happy victors. Driver of the Year Terry Shaw (above) pauses in the 
doorway of his Volvo/Plaxton with the Top Rank and Stanley 
Hughes trophies. Aight: Paul Kenzie and his driver, M. Irwin, collect 
the Brighton Trophy for Coach of the Year and the Chapman Trophy 
for the class win from the Mayor, Coun. Wakefield, and the 
Mayoress. 


More winners. Left to right: Highest Standard Coach (Clacton Trophy) and Class D winner (Widney Trophy) 
was Farnham Coaches with a Kassbohrer Setra. Surprise winner of the Premier British Operator award 
(British Leyland Trophy) was Spirit of London with their Ford/Mellor minicoach. Coopers of Sheffield took the 
Chapman Stevens Trophy for Best Grand Touring Coach with their Van Hool Acron. Beuk of Noordwijk, one 
of Holland’s leading operators, made a welcome return to Brighton to take home the CoACHING JOURNAL 
Trophy for the best Continental entry with their Volvo/Jonckheere. They also took the Jonckheere and Volvo 


awards. 


Do just that! 


Full 
Brighton Rally 
results overleaf.... 
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THE 1982 
BRITISH COACH RALLY 
RESULTS 


1982 COACH OF THE YEAR 
(The Brighton Trophy) KENZIES COACHES — Kassbohrer Setra 
1982 COACH DRIVER OF THE YEAR 
(Top Rank Trophy) TERRY SHAW — Shaws of Barnsley—Volvo/Plaxton 
Runner-up: (Don Trophy) C. ROWLAND — Rambler Coaches—Bedford/Plaxton 
PREMIER BRITISH OPERATOR OF 1982 
(British Leyland Trophy) SPIRIT OF LONDON — Ford/Mellor 
HIGHEST STANDARD COACH 
(Clacton Trophy) FARNHAM COACHES — Kassbohrer/Setra 
BEST GRAND TOURING COACH 
(Chapman Stevens Trophy) J. COOPER & SON—MAN/Van Hool 
TOP COACH ON THE ROAD 
(General Guarantee Corporation Trophy) EDWARD THOMAS — Leyland/Plaxton 
1982 MINI-MIDI DRIVER OF THE YEAR 
(Coaching Journal Trophy) SPIRIT OF LONDON — Ford/Mellor 
Runner-up: A. J. BREWSTER — Ford Transit 
TOP LEYLAND COACH 
(In all sections of the Rally) 
(Leyland Trophy) BOSTOCKS — Leyland Tiger/Duple 


DRIVING AND ROAD SECTION AWARDS 
(Saturday only) 
Class 3 Driver: D. E. Hauton—Appleby—Bedford/Plaxton. 
Class 4 Driver: A. N. White—Hardings—Bedford/Plaxton. 
Class 5 Driver: T. R. Thorn—Thorns—DAF/Van Hool. 
Top Lady Driver: Mrs R. Lang—Spirit of London— 
Ford/Mellor. 
Olau Line Award: Peter Bibby—Bibby’s—Ford/Plaxton. 
Top Bedford Trophy: A. N. White—Hardings— 
Bedford/Plaxton. 
Top Ford Trophy: Mrs R. Lang—Spirit of London— 
Ford/Mellor. 
Veteran Driver: H. F. Bicknell—Bicknell’s— 
Mercedes/Reeve Burgess. 
Stanley Hughes Trophy: Peter Bibby—Bibby’s—Ford/Plaxton. 
Jake Brake Award: R. Marshall—Ellerman Bee Line— 
Ford/Plaxton. 


Lucas Kienzle Award: T. Wright—T. Carnell—Kassbohrer Setra. 


Stanley Hughes Volvo Award: Terry Shaw—Shaws Coaches— 
Volvo/Plaxton. 


CONCOURS d’ELEGANCE CLASS AWARDS 

Class A (Autobrite Trophy): Spirit of London—Ford/Mellor. 
Class B (Trico Trophy): Michael’s Transport—Morris Minibus. 
Class C (CAV Trophy): Premier Travel—Leyland Tiger/Plaxton. 
Class D (Widney Trophy): Farnham Coaches—Kassbohrer Setra. 
Class E (Sealink Trophy): J. Cooper & Son—MAN/Van Hool. 
Class F (Chapman Trophy): Kenzies Coaches—Kassbohrer Setra. 
Class G (Harrington Trophy): Boons Coaches—Bedford/Duple. 


CONCOURS d’ELEGANCE AWARDS 

Arlington: Allander—Volvo/Duple. 

Bova Moseley: Frank Harris—Bova. 

Coaching Journal: Beuk Touring—Volvo/Jonckheere. 
The ‘Cymru’: Hills—Tredegar—Leyland Tiger/Plaxton. 


DAF (GB): Shearings—DAF/Plaxton. 
Diplomat Technico: J. P. Travel—Bedford/Duple. 
Duple: Alexander Northern—Leyland Tiger/Duple. 
Errington of Evington: Duncan’s Coaches—AEC/Plaxton. 
Don Everall (PSV Sales): Horton’s—Ford/Plaxton. 
Stanley Hughes: Shaw’s Coaches—Volvo/Plaxton. 
Stanley Hughes (Holdings): Bibby’s—Ford/Plaxton. 
Ford Motor Company: Spirit of London—Ford/Mellor. 
Kirkby Kingsforth: Global/Harris—Volvo/Van Hool. 
Mercedes Benz: Michael’s Transport—Mercedes/Reeve Burgess. 
Mercedes Benz: Deeble—Mercedes/Jonckheere. 
Model Bus Federation: Alexander Northern— 

Leyland Tiger/Duple. 
Moseley Group: J. Cooper & Son—MAN/Van Hool. 
Moseley (Continental): Flight’s—MAN/Van Hool. 
PSV Circle: J. Cooper & Son—MAN/Van Hool. 
Plaxtons: K. M. Motors—Leyland/Plaxton. 
Reebur: Michael’s Transport—Mercedes/Reeve Burgess. 
Jonckheere: Beuk Touring—Volvo/Jonckheere. 
Leyland: Alexander Northern—Leyland Tiger/Duple. 
Storno: Moxons Tours—Ford/Duple. 
Tricentrol: Ralph’s Coaches—Ford/Plaxton. 
Unicar: Cedar Coaches—Bedford/Unicar. 
Van Hool: J. Cooper & Son—MAN/Van Hool. 
Volvo (Ailsa): Beuk Touring—Volvo/Jonckheere. 
Wilcomatic: Boon’s Coaches—Bedford/Duple. 
W. S. Yeates: K. M. Motors—Leyland/Plaxton. 
Paul Sykes: Beeston—Leyland Leopard/Duple. 


SPECIAL AWARDS 
Smartest Driver: R. H. Wright—Farnham Coaches. 
Smartest Driver: (wearing Allen & Douglas uniform): 
S. Screen—K. M. Motors. 
Smartest Crew: Coliseum Coaches. 
Smartest Lady Courier: Castleways and Flights (jointly). 
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ZFGB 51 


It's the one thing ZF do not make. 


Over 15 million steering units have been 
produced by ZF. Mechanical types, hy- 
drostatic types and the hydraulically 
assisted ball screw units — 3.6 million of 
which have been put to work. 


With features which make them supe - 
rior to conventional servo steering 
units, ZF products have gained the trust 
of all European commercial vehicle 
manufacturers. 


A ZF hydraulic steering unit is designed 
to respond instantly and accurately to 
the slightest movement of the steering 
wheel. The direct action ensures that the 


road wheels return quickly and precisely 
to the straight ahead position on an 
even road. 


Any ZF power steering system can also 
be fitted with hydraulic feedback, which 
maintains optimum road holding and 
feel in spite of the relative lightness of 
the steering. A hydraulic steering stop 
and a pressure limiting valve protect the 
whole system against extremes of stress 
or temperature. 


ZF power steering systems make driving 
easier and safer, and you can call on 
worldwide service from ZF, Europe’s 
largest steering specialists. 


For further details contact: 


ZF GEARS (GREAT BRITAIN) LIMITED, 
Abbeyfield Road, Lenton, 
Nottingham, NG7 2SX. 

Tel.: (0602) 869211. Telex: 377062. 


ZF power steering systems 
for comfort and safety. 


The New R-150 Turh 
your vehicles busy | 


Every minute a vehicle spends in the 
workshop is money down the drain. 

As every PSV operator is painfully aware. 
And as the demands on you increase, your 
vehicles often have to work harder. 

And last longer. 

That’s where we think you’ll appreciate 
the new R-150 Turbo. 

It’s a light-weight chassis, with the 
reliability and durability you’d expect from 
a heavyweight. 

But not the expense. 


And it comes with an engine we’ve just 
spent over 4 years and £80 million developing. 

The new R-150 6 cylinder Turbo. 

It’s currently in use in the Ford Cargo 
range of trucks, where it is already proving 
itself a worthy successor to the popular 
Turbo II engine. 

Many of the results recorded in a wide 
range of tests have exceeded even the most 
ambitious targets we set for ourselves. 

42% more reliability- 

52% more durability 

In the new engines we've gone to great 
lengths to improve thermal protection. 

We've developed a water cooling system 
that provides a quicker,more uniform warm up. 

The pistons are diamond turned running 
in thick-walled chromard cylinder liners. 


o. Designed to keep 
not your mechanics. 


And a high capacity oil pump ensures a 
better flow of oil to all bearings. 

These developments all reflect the simple 
objective we’ve kept in mind throughout. 

To achieve maximum lubrication and 
minimum wear. 

The results speak for themselves. We’ve 
recorded a 42% improvement in reliability, 
together with an increase in durability of up 
to 52%. 

4% less fuel 

While concentrating on building a more 
reliable engine we haven’t ignored the need 
to build a more economical one. 

In the new 150 we’ve developed 


Ford PSV Specialists 
Cotter’s Coach Sales & Services Ltd. Glasgow (041) 554 2761 
Don Everall PSV Sales Ltd. Wolverhampton (0902) 51515 
Stanley Hughes (Commercial) Ltd. Bradford (0274) 681144 
Kirkby Kingsforth. Rotherham (0709) 546886 
Tricentrol PSV Sales Ltd. Dunstable (0582) 605321 
Yeates In The South. Salisbury (0722) 710666 


Ford gives you more. 


a much improved breathing and combustion 
cycle. This has had the effect of improving 
consumption by up to 4%. 

20% lower running costs 

The price you pay for a vehicle is minimal 
compared to what it eventually costs you to run. 

Which makes any engine that can cut 
your engine running costs by as much as 
20% well worth looking into. Particularly 
with a12 month unlimited mileage warranty 
to put your mind even further at rest. 

So now that you’ve seen the figures, why 
not talk to the man who has the facts. 
Your nearest Ford PSV Specialist. 


LIKE BRIGHTON, the other annual rallies at 
Blackpool, Wolverhampton and Margate 
were all blessed with fine weather, which did 
much to contribute to the enjoyment of all 
who took part. Blackpool, organised by the 
Wigan and District Operators’ Association, 


attracted fewer entries this year— 
49—backed by a trade display. The top 
award went to a _ Belgian operator, 
Weemaes, with a high-floor Van Hool Acron 
coach and the runner up was a German 
Neoplan Jetliner operated by Lancashire 
operator Granville Coaches of Freckleton. 
A continental coach took top award at the 
West Midland Coach Rally, organised by the 
South Staffordshire Coach Operators’ 
Association, sponsored by Coachmart 
magazine and staged at the Goodyear works 
at Wolverhampton. The coach was a 
Kassbohrer Setra operated by Premier 


hands! 


Coaches of Fareham, Hants, though a 
British Duple-bodied Ford of KM Motors of 
Barnsley took the second place. This event 
was also slightly down in number at 39 
coaches though again there was a trade 
display to add to the attractions. The West 
Midlands Rally differs from Brighton and 
Blackpool in not allowing new coaches to 
enter, those competing having had to be 
registered before the end of last year and 
seen revenue service. 

The Margate Rally is rather different. 
Staged by SECOA—the South Eastern 
Coach Operators’ Association—it is a very 
sociable gathering of Kent operators and 
their friends. Trade support is on a scale with 
the event and all concerned seemed to have 
an enjoyable time. This year there were 16 
Kent operators competing with a total of 26 
coaches and five minibuses. 


The Results 


BLACKPOOL 

National Coach of 1982: Autocars Weemaes, 
Belgium (Van Hool Astron). 
Runner-up: Granville Coaches, 
(Neoplan Jetliner). 

Driver of the Year: Malcolm Stephenson, Fred 
Bibby & Son, Ingleton (Ford/Plaxton). 
CONCOURS d’ELEGANCE 

Class A—Minicoaches: Shaws Coaches, 
Barnsley (Mercedes-Benz 207D). 

Class B—Under 19ft: None. 

Class C—Under 30ft: Fletchers Coaches, 
Skelmersdale (Mercedes-Benz 507D/Reebur) 
Class D—Under 33ft: KM Motors, Barnsley 
(Ford/Duple). 

Class E—Under 37ft: Allander Coaches, 
Milngavie (Volvo/Duple). 


Freckleton 


Top: Belgians Weemaes with their Van Hool 
took the top honours in the Concours 
d'Elegance at the Blackpool Rally. Right: Sun- 
shine in the Dreamland coach park at Margate 
during the judging of the SECOA coaching 
weekend concours. 
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Class F—Over 37ft: Smiths Coaches, Marple 
(MAN SR280). 

Class G—Special Touring Coaches: Autocars 
Weemaes, Belgium (Van Hool Astron). 

Class H—Special Contract Carriage — Granville 
Coaches, Freckleton (Neoplan Jetliner). 

Class |—Used coaches registered before 
December 1, 1976: Bassetts Coachways, 
Tittensor (Leyland/Duple). 

Class J—Used coaches over 25 years old: Fred 
Bibby & Son, Ingleton (Bedford/Duple). 

Lady Driver: Gloria Botfield, Bassetts 
Coachways, Tittensor, (Leyland/Plaxton). 


WEST MIDLANDS 
Coach of the Year: Premier Coaches, Fareham 
(Kassbohrer Setra). 
Runner up: KM Motors, Barnsley (Ford/Duple). 


Rally time 


Belgians take 
Blackpool and 
Germans win at 
Wolverhampton, but 
Kent remains in British 


Driver of the Year: Terry Shaw, Shaws 
Coaches, Barnsley (Volvo/Plaxton). 

Class 1—Premier Coaches, Fareham 
(Kassbohrer Setra). 

Class 2—Goodes Coachways, Wednesbury 
(Ford/Plaxton). 

Class 3—Miller Bros, Cambridge (AEC/Plaxton). 
Class 4—Bassetts Coachways, Tittensor 
(Leyland/Duple). 

Class 5—Great Barr Coaches, Birmingham 
(Ford/Plaxton). 

Class 6—HRM Coaches, Burntwood. 

Class 7—Grand Touring Coaches: Jalna 
Coaches, Burton on Trent (Kassbohrer Setra). 
Class 8—Executive Coaches: Kestrel Coaches, 
Worcester (Ford/Duple). 

Class 9—Standard Minibus: Fairtax, Melton 
Mowbray (Ford/Dormobile). 

Class 10—Luxury Minibus: Freemans Coaches, 
Bloxwich (Ford/ Deansgate). 


MARGATE 

Overall Winner: Smiths Coaches, 
Sittingbourne. 

Runner up: Nu-Venture Coaches, Maidstone. 
Best Pre-1970 Vehicle: Carnells of Ash. 

Best 1970-72: Lehane Motors, Sturry. 

Best 1973-75: Carnells of Ash. 

Best 1976-78: Scotland & Bates, Appledore. 
Best 1979-82: Regent Coaches, Whitstable. 
Best Pre-1977 Minibus: Cox-Streamline, 
Maidstone. 

Best 1977-82 Minibus: Crystals, Orpington. 
Best Overall Driver: Bob Kite, Smiths Coaches, 
Sittingbourne. 

Best Minibus Driver: John Stephens, Cox- 
Streamline, Maidstone. 

Driver with best Continental knowledge: 
Peter Gilbert, Horlocks Coaches, Northfleet. 
Best coach livery: The Kingsferry, Gillingham. 
Operators’ Derby: Brian Horlock, Horlocks 
Coaches, Northfleet. 
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ENGINE ROOM, 
OR LOCKER ROOM. 


Given the choice of what to have in the ‘boot’ — engine room or locker room 
— commonsense tells you to go for the extra luggage space every time. Add 
to that the extra stability of a mid-engine coach, particularly a low-frame 
premium chassis such as the B10M, then the reasons for choosing the mid- 
engine Volvo become positively overwhelming. 


Find out all the other reasons for choosing a Volvo at any of the dealers 
listed below. Call today and reclaim your locker room tomorrow. 


VOLVO. A GREAT DEAL OF COACH FROM SOME GREAT COACH DEALERS. 
COTTER’S KIRKBY KINGSFORTH MOSELEY RYDALEP.SV. STANLEYHUGHES YEATES 


Glasgow Rotherham Loughborough London Cleckheaton Loughborough 
041 554 2761 (0709) 546886 (0509) 213232 01 529 8686 (0274) 681144 (0509) 217777 


And great bodies from Duple and Plaxton, also — Berkoff, Caetano, Galaxy, Irizar, Jonckheere, Padane, Van Hool. 


VOLVO 
COACHES « BUSES PARTSPLUS ¢ SERVICE 


COMMON SENSE 


Thomas Paine 


The crusading fervour 


of 
Consumerism 


commented the other day looking out at my 

garden. The remark made me think that in a great 
deal of life things seem to come in cycles. Currently the road 
passenger transport industry seems to be afflicted—and I 
chose the word carefully—with consumerism. 

But I would suggest that what appears to be a great 
popular uprising is little more than a carefully orchestrated 
campaign by the National Consumer Council in the best 
traditions of South American poltitics. Main targets include 
the big state-owned service industries, so, of course there is 
more than a little puff and blow from the government just 
to keep the embers red. 


4 fo A GOOD YEAR for daffodils’’, someone 


Revered chestnuts 


At the end of last year Mrs Sally Oppenheim published a 
discussion document on Consumers Interests and the Na- 
tionalised Industries which brought out a great deal of the 
old chestnuts about many state-owned industries enjoying 
immunity from the free play of the market and being under 
less pressure than private sector companies to promote effi- 
ciency, contain costs and act responsively towards 
customers. Such may be the happy state of some state sec- 
tors although I was under the impression a number were be- 
ing forced to raise prices by government interference. Cer- 
tainly it is not true as far as bus operation is concerned. 

The document makes great play about the powers of the 
Nationalised Industry Consumers Council dealing with rail 
and ferry transport and argues for getting buses into the 
same act. London Transport and the PTEs, it is noted, have 
consumer bodies, and the District Council bus operation is 
also closely monitored by local authorities. But it is claimed 
that NBC and SBG are ‘‘relatively immune to consumer 
pressure’’. 


Local matters 


However the document admits that problems met by bus 
users are almost essentially local matters which can be taken 
up with the management. If there is no satisfaction then the 
Traffic Commissioner is called in in his role of ombudsman. 
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In those circumstances Mrs Oppenheim argues that NICC 
overlordship of the state-owned bus sector would have little 
advantage. 

In appendices to the paper the road passenger transport 
picture was fairly laid out, stressing that local authorities are 
involved in a continuous dialogue with both public and bus 
operator. Nevertheless one option published is a rambling 
‘‘sectoral’? NICC for transport to include rail, ferries and 
nationalised bus operators. Under the national council there 
is a regional structure with about 40 staff on top of the na- 
tional council’s establishment of ‘‘some 15’’. Staff total is a 
problem because they admit they don’t know how many 
complaints the new organisations would receive about 
buses. 

I have no doubt that bus operators and trade associations 
have responded to this consultative document, but whether 
they have gone as far as Mrs Oppenheim hinted about using 
freefones and freepost to swell the complaints, I doubt. 

One organisation which responded at length—at great 
length, one might suggest, with a response longer than the 
original document—was the National Consumer Council. 
Much of what they argue has already been included in the 
Council’s previously published work dealing with na- 
tionalised industries, in which one plank was the setting of 
standards so that grievance can be matched against such 
standards. 


Sanctions 


Good sense...until one looks more closely at what is 
meant by standards. The Council says they might be set, for 
example, on such matters as ‘transport timetabling’. Com- 
pensation for consumers or sanctions for the industry could 
be available where a particular standard is not observed. To 
the Tower Sir Peter Parker! 

There is another side, too. ‘‘We do not see why the codes 
should not also lay down the expectations which the in- 
dustries would have of their customers’’....Move up the 
bus, or I will throw you off the moving vehicle!! 

But when the NCC gets to transport, it really gets into its 
stride. ‘‘The representation of the interests of the users of 
buses remains an important gap in the system. The NCC’s 
research into consumers shows that dissatisfaction with bus 
services is widespread. Other research confirms this. 
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FIVE YEARS FROM NOW 
YOU'LL BE GLAD 
YOU CHOSE VOLVO. 


One of the many drawbacks to buying ‘cheap’ coaches is that they get even 
cheaper as the years pass. And by the time many of them are over five 
years old, all you are likely to get when you try and sell them is a series of 
disbelieving looks and sniggers. 


That is why it makes sense to invest in a Volvo B10M. 


You can make your investment at any of the dealers listed below. 


VOLVO. A GREAT DEAL OF COACH FROM SOME GREAT COACH DEALERS. 


COTTER’S KIRKBY KINGSFORTH MOSELEY RYDALEP.SV. STANLEY HUGHES YEATES 
Glasgow Rotherham Loughborough London Cleckheaton Loughborough 
041 554 2761 (0709) 546886 (0509) 213232 01 529 8686 (0274) 681144 (0509) 217777 


And great bodies from Duple and Plaxton, also — Berkoff, Caetano, Galaxy, Irizar, Jonckheere, Padane, Van Hool. 


VOLVO 
COACHES « BUSES PARTSPLUS ¢ SERVICE 


Though many bus operators are privately owned, many 
receive public funds as subsidy....There is, therefore, a clear 
case for the establishment of mechanisms, independent of 
the providers of the service for the monitoring of value for 
money and consumer service provided by bus undertakings, 
and for dealing with complaints about them. There are also 
important questions about the co-ordination of bus and rail 
services which cannot be raised by the present Transport 
Users Consultative Committees.”’ 


Less confusing 


The Consumers body advocates, therefore, that all buses 
should come under the Transport NICC, because it would 
be confusing to customers if they could complain about 
some buses and not others. 

I have no doubt that the National Consumer Council is a 
worthy body, but I must suggest that the ‘‘dissatisfaction’’ 
about bus services upon which it bases its whole argument 
against the road passenger transport industry is a fairly thin 
piece of evidence which has been virtually flogged to death. 

We first heard of it in October last year at a conference 
held in Liverpool Polytechnic sponsored jointly by the 
Department of Town and Country Planning and the 
Merseyside Section of the CIT. Described as a ‘‘major as yet 
unpublished survey’’ it included such gems as: ‘“One woman 
said that the buses were ‘terribly infrequent, always full and 
never go the whole length of the journey’ ’’. Now there is a 
well documented piece of research for you. 

But there is more... 

“To find out whether people had problems with the lack 
of public transport, the second stage of interviews asked if 
there were any journeys people would like to have made the 
previous month, but could not because no public transport 
was available. Seven percent of the sample told of frustrated 
journeys....” 

But we had to wait until March this year before the ‘‘ma- 
jor survey”’ actually saw the light of day, and it was hailed 
fairly emotively by the NCC. 


Blinding truth 


‘‘More people complain about fares that any other aspect 
of public transport’’, trumpeted the Council’s press officer. 
And the survey purported to show that this unreasonable 
feeling of being done down financially afflicted 51% of bus 
users, and more or less similar percentages of users of other 
modes...but only 12% of coach users. Good objective stuff, 
this! 

Apart from fares the main problem was frequency of ser- 
vice. Over a quarter said services were ‘‘not frequent enough 
for them’’. This document was put to the NCC’s congress in 
March, whereupon the Council promised to devote a major 
part of its work in 1982 to ‘‘attempting to develop a 
coherent practical transport policy for consumers’’. 

But when one looks more closely at what lies behind this 
report it is disturbing to find it is based on a tiny sample of 
2000 people from all over the United Kingdom, and the 
multi-purpose interviews covered things like housing, shop- 
ping, welfare and such like as well. It may well also have 
asked if they would vote SDP. 

Considering the millions of people our industry transports 
yearly this mini poll becomes meaningless. Bear in mind, 
too, that the effective figure was even less. Only half the 
sample had used buses at all the previous month, and a third 
of those had used them only once or twice a week. When 
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husband was using the family car? A further third had used 
them even less often. 


Small wonder that ‘‘coaches were the least likely form of 
transport to have been used. Only six per cent had used the 
coach once the previous month.’ I am amazed they even 
reached that figure. It is good to see, however, that social 
differences among coach passengers was ‘“‘not very 
marked’’. Although fewer professional and managerial peo- 
ple used coaches than people from unskilled and partly skill- 
ed manual worker families and those on the lowest incomes. 


This social class business—who said we live in a classless 
society?—crops up again in the figures of those who register 
complaint. Apparently it is the professional and managerial 
lot to who make the most fuss, and the lower paid who keep 
their mouths shut and mind their own business. 


Uncomplaining Scots 


And to keep stirring the pot—English bus users showed 
more dissatisfaction than Scottish. 

How complaints are dealt with seems equally poorly 
documented. Of 93 comments examined only 10 took any 
action. Three signed petitions, two complained at the bus 
station, ‘‘others’’ were made to drivers and to the Council’s 
transport Department. In only one case—a specific com- 
plaint about not being allowed on a bus rather than a more 
general complaint about infrequency did the complainant 
write to the operator. She told the survey ‘‘they sent a letter, 
but I don’t think that was sufficient because the driver is still 
on my route’’, Did she expect him to be shot? 

This column does not live in a world of its own where all 
public transport services are perfect and if only we did not 
have the passengers life would be lovely. 


Let me set the record straight. Of course it is not perfect, 
but neither is it an industry which ignores the customer. 


Always, however, there will be large sectors of the com- 
munity for whom ideal transport cannot be provided either 
permanently or temporarily, Complaints are made—and 
responded to in great quantity. But for the Consumers 
Council to produce this wishy-washy hearsay and claim it is 
a survey is something which the industry should counter. 
Perhaps the NCC knows how weak its case really is for it is 
certainly hammering this survey at every opportunity, on the 
basis if you make enough noise...It appears again in a 
publication called, of all things, The Clapham Omnibus 
which is ‘‘the journal of the NCC’s Supports Desk’’, 
whatever that is. 


Crossed lines 


The NCC’s congress managed to get its lines crossed with 
an emergency resolution calling on legislation to reintroduce 
lower London Transport fares and ‘‘to run an efficient 
public transport system’’. Now we know all that needs to be 
done. This makes one wonder the results likely to emerge 
from the promise that top priority will be given in 1982 to 
research by the NCC into ‘‘transport schemes in the UK and 
abroad to recommend a public transport system that would 
be both cost effective AND meet users needs’’. 

Regretfully this column is being written before another 
salvo comes from Mrs. A. Munro, chairman of the Central 
Transport Consultative Committee. She is due to ask the 
Berks, Bucks and Oxon Section of the CIT on April 27 ‘‘Are 
consumer bodies really necessary?”’. 

All together now.... 
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KNOW WHY. | 
NOW YOU KNOW WHERE. 


VOLVO. A GREAT DEAL OF COACH FROM SOME GREAT COACH DEALERS. 


COTTER’S KIRKBY KINGSFORTH MOSELEY 
Glasgow Rotherham Loughborough 
041 554 2761 (0709) 546886 (0509) 213232 


RYDALEP.SV. STANLEY HUGHES YEATES 
London Cleckheaton Loughborough 
01 529 8686 (0274) 681144 (0509) 217777 


And great bodies from Duple and Plaxton, also — Berkoff, Caetano, Galaxy, Irizar, Jonckheere, Padane, Van Hoo 


VOLVO 
COACHES e BUSES * PARTSPLUS # SERVICE 


P.S.V. 


here are a number of us—inevitably 

decreasing—who have worked in the 

coaching industry for many years who 
keep trying to put the clock back, promoted 
by celebrations, notably golden jubilees. Ob- 
viously we do not succeed, but with waves 
of nostalgia it enables us to ‘remember with 
advantages” the feats we performed half-a- 
century ago. 

Such opportunity presented itself when 
PSV Operators Ltd., held a Luncheon at the 
Tower Hotel, London on April 15 to mark the 
company’s fiftieth anniversary. 

To do justice to the information and early 
history of the company it would require a 
whole issue of this journal, as can be well 
understood if we read editions of COACHING 
JOURNAL from December 1932 and 
throughout 1933. The birth of PSV was truly 
a notable and historic event, as the situation 
on the booking side of the coach business at 
that time was so chaotic that the formation 
of a such company was imperative. 

There were many so-called main booking 
agencies in existence which appointed sub- 
agents. Most of them were badly organised, 
inefficient and many failed financially, with 
the result that their principals, independent 
operators, lost a great deal of money; sub- 
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agents were appointed indescrimately and 
incurred a large number of bad debts. 

On December 31, 1932, PSV Operators 
Ltd., was registered as a company limited by 
guarantee,’”’ To carry on the business of ap- 
pointing, managing and controlling agents 
for passengers and goods road transport 
operators...."" 

Driving force behind the foundation of 
PSV was W. F. French (United Service 
Transport) who was elected as Chairman of 
the company, a position he held for many 
years. F. A. Flin and W. A. Timpson joined 
him on the Management Committee. S. H. 
Waters left the London Coach Owners 
Federation to become the first secretary and 
manager. Later he appointed as his assis- 
tant, S. C. Kite, who succeeded him and 
gave more than 40 years of excellent service 
(to which the Chairman referred in his 
speech); Stan Kite was present at the lun- 
cheon. 

Others who played a prominent part in the 
creation and development of P.S.V. were J. 
H. Ewer and F. A. Flin. (It was pleasing to 
see H. G. Ewer and F. J. Flin, sons of those 
two coaching pioneers, present). 

The first few years of PSV were not 
without difficulties and it took time to gain 


More personalities at the PSV Anniversary lunch: Left to right: Peregrine Smith (Glenton Tours), Mrs S. Howe 
(Meadfield Travel) and John Featherstone (Venture). Centre: Stanley Kite (ex-secretary P.S.V. Operators), H. S. 
Springett (Jennings) and Tom MacLachlan (Grey-Green). Right: Frank Harris (Harris of Grays), lvor Elms (ABTA) 
and Harry Harris (Harris of Grays). 


Some founder members of 
PSV Operators who attended 
the Anniversary lunch. Left to 
right: Arthur Lainson (Premier 
Travel), Dick Butt (Coaching 
Journal), Bill Lacey (Lacey's 
of East Ham), Charles Lewis 
(Lewis of Greenwich) and 
John Birch. 


by 
R. A. Butt 


Operators celebrate Golden Jubilee 


the full support of the Booking Agents 
Association. In fact, 1934 and 1935 found 
the BAA and its journal in bitter conflict with 
PSV. Happily, the strife ended in 1936 and 
for 46 years PSV has had three directors on 
the board of this journal’s publishing com- 
pany, Travel & Transport Ltd. 

At the luncheon, the Chairman of PSV, 
W. J. E. Lacey, referred to the past and also 
the present progress. His up-to-date figures 
for the company were most impressive and it 
is encouraging to note the new operator- 
members who have recently joined the com- 
pany. 

E. A. Lainson, Chairman of Premier Travel 
Services Ltd., spoke on behalf of the 
operator-members. No one was more 
qualified as he was able to cover the whole 
period of PSV’s existence from personal ex- 
perience. As an old and prolific contributor 
to CJ he referred to his editor of fifty years 
ago, R. A. Butt, who was sitting at his table. 
In the absence of H. E. Hills through illness, 
another coaching pioneer, J. M. Birch, 
rendered thanks on behalf of the guests. 

In addition to his wife and son (A.W.) the 
Chairman was supported by his co-directors, 
A. S. Blackbourn, C. E. K. Fear, J. M. 
Featherstone, F. J. Flin, F. N. Matthews and 
Concluded on page 32 
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Yelloway’s modern travel bureau with the company’s covered 
coach station-cum-garage in the background, close by Rochdale 
bus station. 


Over the past half-century, Yelloway 
Motor Services has been developing 
its extensive express service network 
centred on Rochdale. Peter Deegan 
examines its growth. 


Yelloway—expanding and adapting 


AST MONTH marked the fiftieth anniversary of one 
| of Britain’s best-known coach operators, Yelloway 
Motor Services Ltd. It was in April 1932 that the pre- 
sent title was adopted for the company, though operations 
can actually be traced back into the first decade of the pre- 
sent century, when Robert Holt of Rochdale inaugurated his 
delivery service, and this grew rapidly into a thriving 
haulage business. By 1912 the opportunity had been taken 
to expand into the passenger-carrying market, initially by 
the use of char-a-banc bodies onto the flats of Foden 
steamers, but later operation of Halley and Belsize chars-a- 
banc were more conventional. 

Following the Great War expansion continued, and a fleet 
of Dennis chars-a-banc was placed into service, together 
with a small number of other makes, and the excursion 
business was tackled in earnest. Several stage-carriage ser- 
vices were introduced and operated until the intervention of 
the combine companies caused a withdrawal in 1924. Since 
1915 the business had been incorporated as Holt Bros 
(Rochdale) Ltd., and the expansion continued from 1926 
following the purchase of the first of an eventual 24 Reo 
coaches, enabling the extended tours market to be tackled, 
followed by the inauguration of various express services: 
Rochdale and Oldham to Blackpool; Manchester to 
Blackpool; Lancashire to London; and Manchester area to 
Torbay. A limited stop service between Rochdale and Man- 
chester also proved successful, and was operated by the Reo 
coaches, but the operation of the longer expresses was aided 
by purchases of a further 18 heavyweight Tilling and 
Gilford vehicles. 

This rapid growth, much of it on borrowed money, was 
followed by the recession of 1930, and this—coupled with 
the competition sparked off by the impending Road Traffic 
Act—brought the business into financial problems that 
eventually caused the appointment of a Receiver. With a 
now-legendary foresight, Herbert Allen (who had been 
employed as Traffic Manager to the business since 1926) ob- 
tained new finance from outside sources and a re-organised 
Holt Bros (Rochdale) Ltd., emerged to fight the Traffic 
Court battles of 1931. In spite of vigorous opposition from 
many sources the network survived substantially intact, and 
in the calmer days of 1932 the new owners found time to 
formally re-name the business ‘‘Yellowway Motor Services 
Ltd.’’, reflecting the policy changes, but retaining the good- 
will of the Yelloway trading name that had been adopted in 
1927. 
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The 1930s saw the establishment of the reshaped company 
into a formidable force in the coaching world, and one that 
survived a number of take-over attempts from the combine 
companies. With the hard experience of the previous 
decade, Hubert Allen forged Yelloway into a position of 
strength, aided by the more satisfactory finances that were 
the backbone of the organisation, and the company was 
able to enter the World War II period without the economic 
problems that beset many small firms. In 1944 the decision 
was taken to dispose of the limited stop service between 
Rochdale and Manchester, and the service together with a 
number of vehicles passed to the three municipalities 
through whose area the route passed. 


Growing network 


In postwar years the policy regarding express operations 
was continued, and from time to time opportunities of ex- 
panding the network were seized. In this way a through ser- 
vice from the North West to Cambridge and Clacton-on-Sea 
was opened and subsequently expanded, in association with 
Premier Travel Ltd., while former connectional facilities on 
the London and Torbay services were converted into 
through services jointly with Grey-Green/Orange Luxury 
Coaches and Associated Motorways. The single route to 
Torbay from the Manchester area was expanded to include a 
variety of routes from many towns in the North West, and 
further expansions to this network brought Yelloway a 
share in the South-West Clipper pool from the Yorkshire 
area, and in a through Glasgow—Cheltenham service. An 
additional route to Clacton-on-Sea was also introduced, 
replacing former connectional facilities from Merseyside, 
and the co-ordination resulting from the various im- 
provements may be assessed from the fact that no less than 
29 companies were involved in joint operations with 
Yelloway immediately prior to the formation of the Na- 
tional Travel companies in 1974. 

In order to concentrate on the various extensions to the 
express network, Yelloway disposed of the extended tours 
portion of the business to Wallace Arnold Tours in the early 
1950s, but at the same time began making various acquisi- 
tions of other operators within the operating area. During 
the postwar period some ten such purchases have been 
made, adding further routes to the network and con- 
solidating the pattern of excursions throughout the North 
West. A major agreement made in 1955 co-ordinated the ex- 
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press operations of Yelloway and four major operations 
formerly competing between various North-West towns and 
Blackpool, when the Fylde Coast Pool was formed, and this 
Pool has subsequently been extended by the addition of 
routes acquired. 

During 1956, however, Yelloway suffered the loss of 
Herbert Allen, who had been associated with the company 
throughout the period commencing from the purchase of 
the first modern Reos, but his place as Managing Director 
has been very ably filled by his son Hubert, who has subse- 
quently been awarded an OBE for services to the industry. 
Among Hubert Allen’s early tasks was the reorganisation of 
the longer express services to take advantage of the new 
motorways that were under construction, and to develop the 
entirely different character of the services that emerged. 
This ability to adapt to changing situations resulted in a 
wide-ranging agreement with National in 1976, under which 
Yelloway ceded the traditional interest in the group of 
routes serving London and the South Coast, and received in 
exchange sole interest in the Fylde Coast Pool, and in the 
group of Torbay services originating in an area of the North 


Hubert Allen, OBE, 
JP, MCIT, 
Chairman and 
General Manager, 
Yelloway Motor 
Services. 


West that lies roughly between the M6 motorway and the 
county boundaries that run along the Pennine chain. 

The 1976 Agreement has proved of benefit to both Na- 
tional Travel and Yelloway, but has resulted in some pro- 
blems as a result of the subsequent 1980 Transport Act. 
While both Yelloway and National have successfully 
countered competing operations—Hubert Allen’s own ex- 
periences in the ‘de-regulated’ days prior to the 1930 Act 
have doubtless been invaluable—it was found that the 
system developed by National Travel has inadvertently 


Yelloway, in the Holt Bros era, operated 24 Reo 
coaches like this one (above) seen ready for depar- 
ture on the Rochdale-Manchester express, started in 
1927. It makes a striking contrast with the modern 
Yelloway fleet, of which this Duple Dominant-bodied 
AEC Reliance is an example. Since the demise of 
AEC, the company has been buying Leyland 
Leopards. 
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diverted a portion of the Yelloway traffic from the North- 
West to the South-East by routing it via the National inter- 
change at Birmingham. In accordance with the spirit of the 
1976 Agreement, therefore, an experimental situation has 
been developed by the two operators, under which Yelloway 
vehicles operate a daily journey in each direction between 
Rochdale/Manchester, Birmingham and Plymouth, in order 
that any abstraction from the traditional route may be 
redressed. These new journeys on route 730 began on 
November 1, 1981 for the winter period and have since been 
extended so that the operations will continue through the 
summer of 1982, reintroducing Yelloway coaches to Birm- 
ingham on scheduled service for the first time since 
mid-1930, when a briefly operated Manchester- 
Birmingham-London route was opened. 

Yelloway responses to the 1980 Act have resulted in a 
number of alterations to the former network. In agreement 
with National Travel, additional stages south of 
Cheltenham have been developed on the Torbay services, 
while some alterations to fares structures have taken place to 
keep pace with development elsewhere. On the South-West 
group of routes (including various National connectional 
facilities) the Yelloway ‘‘Thrifty Fare’’ has been introduced 
and a former weekly express between Middleton and Llan- 
dudno has been extended to daily operation in conjunction 
with J. B. Tatlock & Son of Radcliffe, providing an improv- 
ed facility across the heart of the Greater Manchester area. 
The Fylde Coast Pool services have been relicenced as stage 
carriage services under the auspices of the Act, and oppor- 
tunity has been taken of regrouping the routes to take ad- 
vantage of changing travelling patterns. 

Meticulous attention is invariably applied to the coach 
fleet, with units remaining in stock for up to ten years. The 
newest vehicles form the basic stock for the longer routes, 
and are mainly equipped with reclining seats, while addi- 
tional leg-room is provided by a reduction in the total 
seating capacity. The older vehicles form the stock for 
shorter routes such as the Fylde Coast Pool and in view of 
the more urban work are generally equipped with standard 
coach seating, although some recliner-equipped vehicles are 
to be found. For many years in the postwar period AEC 
Reliance chassis were regarded as standard, but the demise 
of this marque has resulted in recent deliveries of Leyland 
Leopard. 

Yelloway can fairly claim to be the largest British in- 
dependent operator of express services, and the experiences 
of the last fifty years will surely stand the company in good 
stead as it enters the next period of its life. 
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PSV Jubilee 
(Concluded from page 28) 


T. F. McLachlan. Other operators present 
were N. S. Barr, R. G. Breslin, C. R. Druce, 
F. W. and N. S. Harris, C. G. Lewis (a 
notable coaching octogenarian), E. A. 
Lewis, V. J. Neal, P. C. Sampson, P. P. W. 
Smith, A. Spalding, B. D. Spears, H. S. 
Springett and B. Toulson. 

Most of the agents dining were in the 
elder-statesmen class, but none could have 
been booking coach seats longer than the 
two Storers, particularly E. Storer (senior), 
who at four score and ten made some of 
them feel like boys! Other agents present 
were A. J. Amor, C. F. M. Cornish, T. H. 
Dauncey, |. C. Elms (President of ABTA), F. 
E. Horwood, S. H. Howe, O. Muslu, F. G. 
Weller and G. A. Wells. 

Whilst most of the assembly were com- 
prised of long-serving operators and agents, 
we must give special mention to the staff 
present—P. L. Mallier (Secretary) who was 
accompanied by his wife, L. A. Barrow (Ac- 
countant) R. M. Fryer (Agency Manager) 
and Mrs. D. R. Harvey. 


Ernest Storer (Left), who is 90 and still works in his East London travel agency, studies a picture 
with his son Ernest, of an early Karrier charabanc owned by Lewis of Greenwich. 


Traffic arrangements for the visit of the Pope 


POPE John Paul II begins his six-day tour of 
this country on May 28 after arrival at Gat- 
wick. His programme for that day includes a 
visit to Westminster Cathedral, followed by 
a meeting with Her Majesty, the Queen in 
the afternoon. Later he will attend a special 
service for the sick and disabled at 
Southwark Cathedral. 

Traffic plans received for other places he 
will be visiting are: 

Saturday May 29 

The Papal helicopter will land in the play- 
ing field of the Frank Hooker School in 
Knight Avenue, Canterbury. This playing 
field adjoins the Victoria Memorial Recrea- 
tion Ground, Rheims Way, Canterbury and 
the Pope will travel through the Recreation 
Ground en route to the Cathedral. The 
following roads will be closed from the even- 
ing of May 28 until the evening of May 29: 
Rheims Way, St. Peter’s Place, St. Peter’s 
Street, High Street, Guildhall Street, Palace 
Street, The Borough. Rheims Way is part of 
the main Ring Road through Canterbury. 
Diversions will be in operation and they will 
be signposted by the AA. 

Provision for extra coach and car parking 
is being made but will be very limited. The 
AA will also signpost coach and car parks. 

Provisional arrangements have been made 
to park coaches in the Kent County Cricket 
Ground, Old Dover Road, Canterbury and in 
the grounds of the University of Kent at 
Canterbury. 

Parking arrangements will be finalised 
later. 

Enquiries to: Papal Visit Office, Kent 
County Constabulary, Police Station, Old 
Dover Road, Canterbury CT1 3JQ. (Tel: 
Canterbury (0227) 55444 ext 264. 
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Sunday May 30 


The Pope will celebrate an open air Mass 
at Baginton Airfield, Nr. Coventry. He is due 
to land by helicopter at 9.30 am and leave at 
about 3.00 pm. It is anticipated that as many 
as 750,000 people will attend. 

Information suggests that as many as 
2,000 coaches will be booked for the event. 
In order to accommodate them, a 5-mile sec- 
tion of the A46 trunk road between 
Kenilworth and Coventry will be closed to 
form a coach park (from 4 pm May 29 to 4 
am May 31). 

Access to the coach park will be FROM 
THE SOUTH ONLY. It is imperative that all 
coaches strictly comply with the signed 
routes. Failure to do so may mean that they 
will be directed away from the site. 

Although all coaches will enter from the 
south, they will disperse after the event both 
north and south. All routes will be well sign- 
ed by the AA for both the inward and out- 
ward journeys. 

All coaches must have the necessary per- 
mit which is available from:-The Chief Con- 
stable, The Papal Visit Office (O. & S.S.), 
Police Headquarters, P.O. Box 4, Leek 
Wootton, Warwick. CV35 70B. 

Applications should only be made after a 
firm booking has been received. Special 
notes for drivers can be obtained from the 
same address. 

Coaches hired solely for use by disabled 
persons will be subject to separate ar- 
rangements and coach operators should 
specify this fact when applying for their per- 
mit. They will require written confirmation 
from the Church. 

Delays due to heavy traffic congestion 
must be expected, especially on the return 


journey. Passengers should be made aware 
of this and be prepared accordingly. Also, 
organisers, coach operators and drivers 
should bear this in mind when scheduling 
start times to allow plenty of time for the 
journey. Passengers should also be made 
aware that a walk of at least 1 mile, and for 
later arrivals, of up to 3% miles to and from 
the event, will be entailed from the coach 
park. It may be advisable for visitors to 
carry packed food. 


Bank Holiday in York 


Monday May 31 

Some 300,000 pilgrims are expected when 
the Pope visits The Knavesmire, York, on 
the afternoon of the Spring Bank Holiday 
Monday. 

It is intended that visitors arriving by road 
will be accommodated on disused airfields 
situated in the rural areas surounding the 
City. From these locations, visitors will be 
transported on a ‘Park and Ride’ basis to de- 
bussing points within the City area. These 
arrangements will apply equally to tour 
coaches as to private cars, and the fare will 
be £2. 

Detail arrangements have yet to be 
finalised but it is known that from the de- 
bussing points people will have to walk 
along colour-coded routes to the 
Knavesmire and enter the racecourse area 
through one of four coloured gateways. 

More than 50 roads will be closed and 110 
restricted, some becoming pedestrian 
routes. 

Final details from: Papal Visit Bureau, 
County Police Office, Fulford Road, York. 
YO1 4BY. (Tel: York 29563 or 33903). 
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Townsin Testing 


Leyland Tiger 245 
12-metre chassis 
with Duple 
Dominant Two/Four 
53-seat 

coach body 


BOSTOCKS wUMuiNe HAL 


The fuel-saving Tiger 245 


The more powerful 245bhp version of the Leyland Tiger offers a far more 
valuable all-round combination of performance and suprisingly good economy 
(around 11 mpg with quite fast driving over hilly terrain) than the mere 

uprating to meet Tempo 100 requirements conveys. Excellent flexibility and 
low-speed torque will appeal to drivers, but the ZF synchromesh gearbox 
installation requires “learning” to give smooth progress at the lower end of the 
speed range. Ride and roadholding good but steering ‘‘feel”’ still not up to 


Leopard standards. 


acquaintance with the Leyland Tiger since driving one 
of the original pair of demonstrators in the 1981 British 
Coach Rally, as reported in the June issue. That vehicle had 
the 218bhp engine and five-speed Pneumocyclic gearbox, so 
the opportunity to sample the 245bhp version with the ZF 
six-speed synchromesh unit—the only type offered with the 
245 bhp engine—was particularly welcome. It was mutually 
convenient to run the test from Leyland, so I devised a cir- 
cuit which incorporated the Snake Pass route over the Pen- 
nines from Glossop to Sheffield, nowadays a much 
favoured part of road test routes—I have used it whenever 
opportunity offered since 1968. 
The section from Leyland to Glossop is a mixture of 


I HAD BEEN LOOKING FORWARD to renewing my 


abies 
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Alan Townsin, C.Eng,MIMechE 


motorway and a fairly tortuous length through parts of 
Oldham, Ashton-under-Lyne and Stalybridge representative 
of urban conditions; some busier town roads were also en- 
countered in travelling through Sheffield to reach the M1 
motorway. By heading northwards to the outskirts of Leeds 
it was then possible to return to Leyland by the trans- 
Pennine motorway M62. The fuel tank was topped up near 
Leyland on both outward and return runs at Anderton ser- 
vice area on M61, and an intermediate fill-up was made at 
Woolley Edge on M1. Thus there was precious little level 
terrain over the whole route, and the outward and return 
legs could be summarised as respectively tough and ‘‘easy’’ 
ways of crossing the Pennines. 

I drove for the whole route from Anderton out and back 


Top: The vehicle supplied for test was from 
‘. the fleet of E. J. Bostock of Congleton and 
had a hybrid Duple Dominant Two/Four body 
with deeper windows at the front and flat 
double-glazed windows. It is seen here at the 
Leyland Motel on the conclusion of the test. 


Left: Topping up the fuel tank at Anderton ser- 
vice area on the M61 motorway. 
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to the same point, the eastward run in- 
cluding my own period of familiarisation 
with the vehicle. The average speed over this 
stretch (excluding other than traffic stops), 
covering 79 decidedly difficult miles, worked 
out at 37.76 mph, a figure little lower than | 
would have anticipated over the same route 
in a car. The somewhat more direct return 
M62 motorway journey over possibly the 
hilliest such route in Britain of 62.47 miles 
was covered in exactly an hour—in other 
words 100.5 kilometres per hour average 
speed, an unintentional but nonetheless 
significant figure in relation to the German 
Tempo 100 requirements for a vehicle to be 
permitted to travel at a maximum 100kph. 

This would have been quite a creditable 
performance in an unladen vehicle, but the 
test vehicle, lent by E, J, Bostock & Sons of 
Congleton, was carrying a test load bringing 
the gross weight to 14.14 tonnes, equivalent 
to a full passenger load of 53 passengers, 
though no luggage weight was being car- 
ried. The test load was secured at seat level 
and it was easy to forget that the coach was 
laden—it certainly didn’t perform like a laden 
vehicle, once under way. 

| had chosen the test route to explore both 
the Tiger’s cababilities and its fuel economy 
under adverse conditions. | tried to simulate 
the type of driving that could normally be ex- 
pected in operational use. The 245bhp 
engine develops maximum torque at the 


An 18in diameter steering wheel is standard 
on the Tiger. 


same speed, 1300rpm, as the 218bhp version 
and good progress could be maintained by 
changing down when engine speed dropped 
below about 1200rpm and changing up at 
around 1800-1900rpm. It was_ rarely 
necessary to exceed 1950rpm or so, which 
represents just over 7Omph in the direct 
sixth, and no doubt this would help 
economy. 

Even so, the figure of 10.71mpg recorded 
over the more severe eastbound route in- 
cluding the Snake climb and 11.83mpg for 
the westbound M62 journey are creditable 
by any standards. 

| had begun to wonder whether fuel 
figures of over 10mpg were a thing of the 
more leisurely past for a laden full-sized 
coach, and yet | was told, and well believe, 
that Mr Bostock has obtained 13mpg in nor- 
mal service. Quite apart from the effect on 
overall costs, much more affected by fuel 
consumption than in the past, particularly in 
long-distance service, the 88-gallon 
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Leyland Tiger 245 coach 


Specification 

Manufacturers: Leyland Vehicles Ltd, 
Leyland, Preston, PR5 1SN. Body: Duple 
Coachbuilders Ltd, Blackpool. 


Model: Leyland Tiger 245 12-metre coach 
chassis with Duple Dominant Two/Four 
53-seat body. 


Engine: Leyland 1TL11H horizontal six- 
cylinder in-line turbocharged diesel. Swept 
volume 11.1 litres. Maximum power 245bhp 
at 2100rpm. Maximum torque 750 Ib. ft. at 
1300rpm. 


Transmission: Dana 14in twin-plate clutch 
and ZF S6-80 synchromesh gearbox. Ratios 


Test results 


Weights: Unladen, with full fuel tank and 
driver, 10.785 tonnes. Laden as tested, 14.14 
tonnes (5.75 tonnes on the front axle, 8.39 
tonnes on the rear). 

Fuel consumption: Hilly route, with spells 
on urban roads, 10.71mpg; Motorway (M62 
across Pennines), 11.83mpg. 


7.41, 4.2, 2.75, 1.84, 1.24, and 1.00 to 1 for- 
ward and 6.96 to 1 reverse. Rear axle: Spiral- 
bevel single-reduction, ratio 3.31 to 1. 
Brakes: Aijr-pressure dual-circuit system 
with spring parking brake. 

Suspension: Beam axles with air suspen- 
sion (four bellows mounted on an H-frame 
for each axle). 

Tyres: 11 by 22.5 tubeless radial (Continen- 
tal on test vehicle). 

Electrical equipment: 24-volt negative 
earth system, 135Ah batteries and 60-amp 
alternator. 

Fuel tank capacity: 400 litres (88 gallons). 


Acceleration: (manufacturers’ figure at 
weight as tested) 0-50mph, 34secs. 
Hill-climb: (manufacturers’ figure at weight 
as tested) Restarted on 1 in 4. 

Speeds in gears: First, 10.5mph; second, 
19mph; third, 28mph; fourth, 43mph; fifth, 
64mph; sixth, 80mph. 
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(400-litre) tank standard on the Tiger implies 
an effective range of well over 900 miles 
before the fuel level need cause con- 
cern—on the basis of my overall 11.18mpg, 
983.8 miles could be covered, and it would 
be a difficult route that maintained similar 
average severity over its whole length. 

Analysing the performance capabilities in 
more detail, the well-judged spread of ratios 
given by the ZF S6-80 gearbox suit the 
TL11H engine in its 245bhp form very well. 
The direct top gives 76mph at the governed 
speed of 2100 engine rpm and in practice the 
governor run-out allows up to 80mph. Fifth, 
giving 62mph and fourth, with 41mph, help 
greatly in maintaining speed in most condi- 
tions. When the going gets a bit tougher, 
third is good for 26.5mph, but | was par- 
ticularly impressed how the engine would 
pull strongly at about this speed in fourth, 
which was used for almost all of the climb of 
the Snake. The overall running time from the 
derestriction sign at the Glossop boundary 
to the summit was 7min 3sec, an excep- 
tionally good result despite being briefly 
baulked by a slower lorry (swiftly overtaken 
thanks to the safety reserve given by good 
acceleration) and being momentarily 
brought to a standstill by road works near 
the summit. 

A surprising feature of the TL11H engine 
is the absence of the usual sharp fall-off in 
torque experienced with most turbocharged 
engines as engine speed drops below, say, 
1200rpm. It just keeps on pulling, strongly 
and smoothly, down to at least 900rpm. The 
published power and torque curves show a 
noticeable downward kink at about 750rpm, 
but even right down at 600rpm the torque 
available is evidently slightly higher than with 
the 218bhp version and, interestingly, about 
10% up on that offered by the unblown 680 
unit from which the TL11 was developed. In 
practice, it is possible to “hang on” to a high 


gear to a surprising extent and although 
faster progress can be made by reasonable 
use of the gearbox the degree of flexibility 
available helps the driver to cope with 
obstruction by slower traffic without the 
need for continual gear changing. | got the 
impression that the noise level at maximum 
revs was, if anything, slightly less with the 
245 version, but is in any case far less ob- 
trusive than that of a Leopard, in the nature 
of sound at all speeds as well as actual 
volume. 


Driver's viewpoint 


The spread of available performance cer- 
tainly endears the Tiger 245, to a driver and | 
can well understand the remarks of Don 
Topping and Dick Leyland (no relation!), the 
Leyland engineers who had accompanied 
the vehicle during its spell of demonstration 
duties, that they would be sorry to see it go 
back to the operator. 

However, it would be wrong to say it is 
entirely foolproof in the way that the 
Pneumocyclic version is. Starting from rest 
on level or even slightly rising ground can be 
smoothly accomplished in second gear if a 
suitably gentle technique is used. The gear 
lever movement into second is not in itself 
unduly heavy, though as so often with the 
six-speed ZF the arm action required is not 
ideal to develop the necessary leverage. 
However, there is the problem, also not un- 
familiar with this box, that a gentle sense of 
feel across the gate is needed to avoid ac- 
cidental engagement of reverse—! have to 
confess that | did actually engage reverse at 
one traffic light, though fortunately there 
was sufficient doubt in my mind to allow 
correction before the vehicle moved 
significantly. 

A restart on a more severe gradient reveal- 


COACHING JOURNAL MAY 1982 


ed different sources of difficulty. First gear 
can be obtained without too much effort, 
and there is then plenty of torque for a firm 
take-off on any gradient | met during a day 
mainly spent in hilly terrain, but only 10mph 
is then available before one runs out of revs. 
The change up to second, as well as calling 
for a fairly hefty and accurately aimed pull on 
the gear lever, can produce a fairly severe 
surging effect if one is over-hasty with clutch 
and accelerator movements. Lack of 
familiarity with the vehicle could undoubted- 
ly be blamed for my managing to stall the 
engine on the first such occasion, but the 
built-in delay before the starter would 
operate, no doubt valuable from a “‘protec- 
tion of machinery’’ viewpoint, added to the 
complications, even though only by a few 
seconds. 

It would be wrong to make too much of 
these initial reactions of someone who was 
still getting the feel of the vehicle—later in 
the trip | quite enjoyed driving the Tiger 
through Sheffield’s traffic—but drivers in a 
fleet of semi-automatics may also need a 
period of acclimatisation before feeling truly 
confident. The surging effect is one | have 
notice before on some other coaches with 
friction clutches—the Volvo B10M was 
another recent example, though not tried 
over such hilly terrain—and | am beginning 
to wonder whether turbocharged engines 
may be more prone to the effect, though | 
feel it might be worth looking at the interac- 
tion between the movement of the engine 
on its mountings and the accelerator linkage, 
particularly with today’s more powerful 
engines. Certainly changes between any of 
the four highest ratios were no problem, and 
indeed the fluency of performance of the 
Tiger in ZF six-speed form is one of its main 
charms. 

The Tiger's brake system is generally 
similar in principle to that of the Leopard but 
has 6in-wide front shoes instead of 5in. 
More often than not, a coach of this 
character has some form of retarder but in 
this case the operator decided against in- 
cluding one in the specification. In recent 
tests, | have become used to finding this 
item and approached the long descents with 
a certain amount of caution accordingly. Ex- 
perience showed that the conventional 
brakes were well able to cope, although 
there were occasions when | would - have 
preferred to keep speed down without either 
prolonged use of friction brakes or having to 
engage a lower gear than other cir- 
cumstances justified—one had to keep a 
wary eye on the tachometer to avoid over- 
revving. Initial response of the air-pressure 
system was probably about average but here 
again | missed the instant but relatively gen- 
tle check on speed given by a retarder. 

On paper, the Tiger's power-assisted 
steering system is very similar to that stan- 
dardised for quite a few years on the 
Leopard, apart from having the fashionable 
smaller steering wheel. Both use a separate 
hydraulic ram, but | find it hard to attribute 
the quite different feel to the reduction in 
steering wheel diameter from the traditional 
22in of the Leopard to the 18in size also used 
on other current Leyland passenger models. 
Steering effort is undoubtedly up, but what | 
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find disappointing is a curious sensation of 
mechanical stiffness experienced on both 


the Tigers | have driven. Travelling at 
relatively high speed on the motorway, | had 
time to analyse the effect. It was noticeable 
that a distinct pull was needed to make the 
very slight alteration of course needed for a 
motorway curve—a most unusual sensation, 
since even vehicles with heavy unassisted 
steering normally require much less effort at 
speed. Apart from being illogical on a vehicle 
with assisted steering, it has the effect of 
making guidance of the coach require 
specific thought to a greater degree than 
usual, rather like a car from that era when 
the self-centering effect would diminish as 
greasing became due. It has been suggested 
that a change to a steering box with integral 
assistance might be offered, but the Leopard 
installation is, in my experience, delightfully 
smooth and has the type of feed-back that 
makes steering effortless mentally as well as 
physically. | supsect that some quite minor 
change could transform matters (as indeed 
had evidently been made on the Olympian 
double-decker between prototype and pro- 
duction chassis). 

The Tiger driving position is well thought- 
out, with an attractive as well as clear instru- 
ment display, conveniently-placed minor 
controls and the traditional Leyland style 
organ-pedal accelerator, which | found com- 
fortable as well as smoothly responsive. 


Passenger points 


A major reason for choosing the Tiger 
rather than the Leopard must be the air 
suspension system. The deterioration of 
many roads due to both public spending 
cuts and the aftermath of winter weather 
made it easy to find surfaces to show up its 
behaviour. There is certainly a very con- 
siderable gain in comfort, both in terms of 
insulating passengers— and the driver—from 
most of the roughness and in controlling roll. 
However, now and again | sensed that what 
must be sizeable unsprung weight in the 
front suspension assembly could be felt hav- 
ing its effect. 

The Duple Dominant body is too well- 


The Tiger 245 chassis retains 
the features of the original 
Tiger, including air suspen- 
sion and the front-mounted 
radiator. 


known to need lengthy comment. However, 
this particular example was unusual by 
reason of its non-standard windows, the 
front two on each side being of Dominant 
Two type and the remainder of the shallower 
Dominant Four variety. More significantly, 
they were double-glazed and hence of flat 
glass, altering the appearance almost as 
much as the stepped waist effect—the 
overall effect certainly being ‘‘different’”’ but 
not as sleek as the standard version of either 
basic type. In practical terms, the Four's 
window depth is quite adequate for 
passenger vision. 

The body structure as a whole seemed 
rigid enough, but | noticed that on poor sur- 
faces the luggage rack assemblies shivered 
at times. Now that we are reputedly due to 
see new designs from both major British 
coach bodybuilders later this year, | hope 
that the opportunity will be taken to use the 
rack assemblies to stiffen the cantrail joints 
rather than merely hanging them in a man- 
ner that magnifies any movement in their 
supports. Improved vehicle suspension 
needs to be backed up by good design of 
detail features that could otherwise detract 
from the gains obtained. 

Another seemingly minor detail | hope to 
see rectified is the location of driving mirrors. 
The positioning of the offside mirror in par- 
ticular at driver's eye level rather than either 
above or below it produces a blind spot quite 
big enough to hide a small car when one is 
approaching a roundabout. The prudent 
driver will peer round the obstruction, but on 
more than one occasion | found myself miss- 
ing an opportunity to avoid a stop because 
of being unable to see the situation instantly. 
lf European bodybuilders can and do get this 
right, why can’t ours? 

To sum up, the test Tiger was an im- 
pressive vehicle. | have dwelt on the few 
faults at some length because all seem to be 
capable of rectification without major altera- 
tion. If | were looking for a coach in this 
class, the Tiger would be high, very possibly 
top, on my list of possible buys, even if | 
would be nagging my friends at Leyland to 
sort out the minor imperfections that are 
perhaps more obvious because the vehicle is 
so efficient in its overall capabilities. 
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DISTINGUISHED 


a 


PX 


DEN OUDSTEN, 
biggest busbuilder 
in the Netherlands 
350 units annually, 
now Offers the star of 
the 

Amsterdam 

RAI show 1982 


Van Rooijen Odyssee 
coach 


Trade and customer 
enquiries invited 


Den Oudsten 

p.o. Box 26 

3440 AA 
Woerden- Holland 


OS 
den Oudsten 


The latest fuel saving 
design for European 
roads 


@ HYWEMA- The first and still the best 

@ Specified by leading authorities 

@ In excess of 3000 HYWEMA Vehicle Lifts 
in regular use world wide 


Servicing with HYWEMA Mobile Vehicle Lifts 
gives better space utilization and a more 
productive workshop area without restrictive pits. 
Lifting capacities suitable for small, medium and 
large vehicles are readily available and other 
special applications can be catered for. 


HYWEMA Vehicle Lifts are manufactured in the 
U.K. by Walter Somers — a name known and 
respected for quality engineering for more than 
100 years and is your further guarantee of 
reliability and first class service. 


JZ. Walter Somers (Materials Handing) Limited 


15 Forge Trading Estate, Mucklow Hill, Halesowen, West Midlands B62 8TP. 
Grou Telephone: 021-501 1077 
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IDEO, hot drinks and toilet facilities, 

all included at the same express 

service price, are Ellerman Bee Line’s 
way of keeping passengers happy on its ser- 
vices from Edinburgh, Newcastle, 
Sunderland, Middlesbrough, Leeds and 
Sheffield to London. 

Coincidental with the introduction of a 
new fleet of specially equipped express 
coaches, the company has launched an ex- 
press parcels service between Mid- 
dlesbrough and London, using the service 
coaches. 

Three 12-metre Leyland Leopards and one 
of a delivery of seven 11-metre Ford R1114, 
all with Plaxtons Supreme MkV coachwork, 
have been fitted for the service. The 
Leopards seat 46 passengers and the Ford 42 
and the specification includes tinted glass, 
full draw curtains, gangway carpets and a 
Holdsworth moquette in a pattern exclusive 
to the company for this year. The coaches 
were supplied by W. S. Yeates and are 
finished in the standard Ellerman Bee Line 
livery of white with green and orange 
stripes. 


Market survey 


The introduction of video was the result of 
a market survey which showed that to be the 
leading desire in the way of extra equipment. 
An exclusive deal with the distributors has 
enabled the company to show the latest 
feature films legally and free from the 
“snow’’ effects of pirated copies. A 


One of the Fords showing the video in use. 
There is also a rear-mounted toilet compart- 
nfent and a tea and coffee dispenser. Right: A 
‘come-on’ sign in the rear window to tempt 
motorists from their cars. 
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demonstration run last month showed that 
the quality of picture is extremely good, with 
clear vision possible throughout the coach. 
In addition, travel films will be run and each 
journey is preceded by a specially taped 
welcome-aboard message. 

Bee Line Managing Director Sandy Mac- 
Pherson told COACHING JOURNAL that the 


Ellerman Bee Line, with such a long-standing reputation for transporting 
people now bring to you ON-LINE EXPRESS PAI Phis is a fast, reliable and 
inexpensive method of sending urgent docum nd parcels between 
Middlesbrough and London. We provide a tw ervice; depot to depot, and 
desk to desk. 

With the depot to depot service, you simply deliver the package to the Ellerman 
Bee Line Depot, 436 Linthorpe Road, Middlesbrough by 9.30 am. and it can be 
picked up at the London Ryan Hotel, Kings Cross at 4.00 pm on the same day 
It’s speedy and economical: 

Up to 5 kilos 
5 to 10 kilos 
10to 15 kilos 


£3.00 incl. VAT 
£6.00 incl. VAT 
£10.00 incl. VAT 


e which has the advantage 


The desk to desk option provides you with a se 
ry out of sending urgent 


of being a little more personal. Again it takes all the 
executive documentation to London. The docums packages will be collected 
from your desk by our driver before 9. and delivered anywhere in the city of 
London by 5.00 pm on the same day I] we charge for carrying any item up to 
a maximum dimension of 24” x 24”, a > 10 kgs weight. 
So whether it's depot to depot, or desk to desk. the speediest service is 

On-Line Express. For further details contact us now 

—“¥~ 
On-Line Express Parcels, — — Jy 
436 Linthorpe Road, 


Hand €i/erman 
BeeLine 


Handbill used to publicise the new parcels ser- 
vice. 


Seen at the handover at Scarborough of the seven new Ford R1114 
with Plaxtons Supreme MkvV bodies are (/eft to right): David Goodare, 
Sales Administrator and Division Director, Plaxtons; A. J. (Sandy) 
MacPherson, Managing Director, Ellerman Bee Line; and Frank 
Bloom of W. S. Yeates who supplied the vehicles. 


Ellerman express 
moves up-market 


More amenities for same 
fares and a business parcels service 


service was doing very well in any case but 
the new facilities, costing some £25,000 
extra for the four coaches, would ensure its 
continued popularity. Looking ahead, while 
making no commitment as to actual makers, 
he foresaw that the service would move 
toward high-floor vehicles which would fur- 
ther increase the luggage capacity and 
enable the toilet to be mounted amidships 
instead of aft as at present. 

The parcels service fits in neatly with the 
express timings and means that a parcel 
handed in at Newcastle, Sunderland or Mid- 
dlesbrough by 9.30 in the morning would be 
ready for collection at the Ryan Hotel, Kings 
Cross, London by 4.30pm. The cost is: up to 
5kilos, £3.00 including VAT; 5-10kilos, £6.00 
and 10-15kilos, £10.00. A collection and 
delivery service to anywhere in the City of 
London is available for a flat rate of £20.00. 


Chauffeur hire 


Another recent development by the com- 
pany is the Ellerman Executive luxury 
chauffeur-driven car service in the Mid- 
dlesbrough area. The company found a de- 
mand locally for top-quality hire for wed- 
dings, business, contracts and special occa- 
sions and Mr MacPherson added that there 
was incoming tours business in the area for 
an expensive service for small groups. The 
fleet is made up of long wheelbase 
Mercedes-Benz saloons. 


John Taylor 


— 
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THE PREMIER COACH 


Leyland Tiger... Sheer Purrfection 


Distributors: Arlington (Bristol) 0272 77267 Arlington (London) 0707 52229 Kirkby Central (Sheffield) 0709 546886 W.S. Yeates (Loughborough) 0509 217777 Ds 


Chassis: 4 Leyland Tigers 218 and 245 bhp 
Bodywork: Duples 

Operator: Premier Motor Tours (Preston) Ltd. 
Distributor: Lancashire Motor Traders via Arlington. 


aler: Paul Sykes Organisation (Barnsley) 0226 89311 Leyland Bus, Bow Lane, Leyland, Preston PRS 1SN. Telephone 07744 24241 Telex: 67515 


PAUL SYKES GANISATION 


VEH WORKSHOPS 
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Above: Recently appointed agents for Leyland chassis, the Paul Sykes Organisation has now 
started delivery of complete coaches. These Leopards with Duple Dominant III bodies were 
part of a fleet recently supplied to Beestons (Hadleigh) Ltd, the Suffolk operators. The delivery 
was split between Beestons and their other companies, Combs Coaches and Mulleys Motor- 
ways of Ixworth and Corona Coaches of Sudbury. 


Fairtax Coaches of Melton Mowbray have 
taken delivery of this Bova integral coach 
with DAF running units. Supplied by Moseley 
Group PSV, it has 48 reclining seats and five 
rear fixed seats, full video/TV, carpeted floor, 
Continental courier seat, extra luggage 
lockers in the offside front skirt and a low 
coolant level warning device. The livery is 
beige and brown. 


Asco, the Irish coachbuilders, have introduced this new 
version of their Clubman midicoach body. Mounted on the 
Fiat 60F10 chassis, it is known as the Clubman 2 and 
features moquette seating, power-operated entrance 
doors, tinted windows, curtains, two-level interior lighting 
and 58 cu- ft. of luggage locker space. The price of the 
complete coach is £24,850 plus VAT, and it is designed to 
meet anticipated as well as current CoF requirements. 


Wharfedale Coaches of Guisley, Leeds, have 
this Van Hool Alizee Highline-bodied DAF 
MB200 DKTL 12-metre coach. Conforming to 
Tempo 100 requirements, it has a Continental 
entrance/exit, sunken toilet, driver's com- 
partment, 44 Surelax reclining and five fixed 
seats, roller blinds and curtains and a fridge. 
Finished in metallic paint, it was supplied by 
Moseley Group PSV. 
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Right: As reported in our October issue, Clarkes 
Coaches of Anerley, London, suffered the loss 
of a number of coaches due to arson. These 
have now been replaced by a fleet of ten Bed- 
ford 11-metre YNTs with Plaxtons Supreme V 
bodies. Equipment includes extra lockers, 
laminated windscreens, tinted windows, Storno 
radio, Blaupunkt public address, cassette tape 
unit, Rearscope, full-width curtains and 53 seats. 
The coaches were supplied by Arlington 
Motors. An article on Clarkes appeared in the 
August, 1981 issue of COACHING JOURNAL. 


PSV 
PARADE 


»wDON # 


Above: Volvoverland, the Wakefield operators, have added this Volvo 
B10M chassis with 12-metre Jonckheere Bermuda coachwork to 
their fleet. Supplied by Roeselare Sales, it is to the Camper 
specification with 51 reclining seats, sunken toilet, and driver's 
sleeping compartment. The coach is the third of five ordered by the 
company for this year. 


Left: One of the best-known Durham independents is Eden Bus Ser- 
vices, which was established 55 years ago. This is the latest addi- 
tion to their 18-vehicle fleet and is a Volvo B58 with Duple Dominant 
Ill body. The first Volvo in the fleet, it seats 41 passengers in com- 
fort, with tables, colour TV, video and other amenities. The Eden, as 
the company is known, is moving into a wider field than the familiar 
bus services and this coach will enable them to offer a top line vehi- 
cle for quality work. 


— 


Stanley Hughes supplied this Ford R1114, the re ; . ae | 
latest addition to the fleet of Fred Bibby & , a  - |S srmmey 

Son (Coaches) of Ingleton, North Yorkshire. ts i= one) 
The Plaxtons Supreme VI body seats 53 ~~ = ; : 
passengers and features double-glazing, ex- A “a 
tra side lockers, radio/PA/cassette stereo 
player, air horns and power door among its 
many extras. 


© SUPREME BRITISH AND CONTINENTAL THA 
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The Magnificent M.A.N. is a flying machine? 


We couldnt believe the fuel consumption of the most 
powerful coach we have ever tested —13.4mpg over the 
tortuous Pennine and city route at a speed that broke 
all records for a 16 ton vehicle.’ 


*Then 15.2mpg averaging 68.4mph down the M.1! 
It was all too much? 


*Its smoothness is unreal, driving at 7Omph proved 
the point that air suspension and independent front 
suspension is smoother than a luxury car travelling at 
the same speed? 


*You really have to check your engine rev-counter 
speed for theres only a whisper from the engine behind? 


MOTOR TRANSPORT — MARCH 1981 


The power of turbocharging. The strength of integral construction. The comfort of air suspension. 
The experience of over 50 years of development. The M.A.N. SR 280. Quite simply. the ultimate. 


‘The vehicle was as steady on the road as any | have 
driven? 


*And it proved a quiet smooth riding machine living up 
to all performance expectations of a 12M (AOft) coach? 


*Acceleration was quick and quiet, and the brakes 
progressive and powerful? 


*| sat well forward and fairly high and this gave me an 
excellent view of the road and emphasised the 
impression that the vehicle was different from the 
average coach.’ 


*My lasting impression of the coach is one of solid 
engineering coupled with obvious quality that can give 
passengers probably higher standards of comfort than 
many private cars? 


COMMERCIAL MOTOR-— JULY 1981 
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LINCOLNSHIRE 


—the rural challenge 


Former East Yorkshire Motor Services regulator, Bill Lang, went to question 
the company’s General Manager, Stuart Senior, at Anlaby Road, Hull on the 
latter’s additional appointment as manager of Lincolnshire Road Car Com- 
pany to ask him about the challenge of one of England's rural and often light- 
ly trafficked areas. 

This showed that the two companies had not been idle either before or 
since the opening of the Humber Bridge, with now an hourly bus service 
operating between Hull, Barton-on-Humber and Scunthorpe and a joint road 
and rail service at similar frequencies between Hull, Grimsby and 
Cleethorpes. Lincolnshire commenced a new express service from Newark 
to Lincoln and Hull on Tuesdays, Fridays and Saturdays, and the colourful 
“Explorer” round trip tickets have made an excellent penetration particularly 


in South Humberside and Lincolnshire. 


Bill Lang: The Humber Bridge has obviously stopped the 
problem of going round the estuary, but does your new ap- 
pointment mean two headquarters, 50 miles apart? 


Stuart Senior: The problem of two headquarters does not 
really arise since, for administrative convenience, I continue 
to be based mainly at Anlaby Road, Hull. All bus com- 
panies are run, as you know, on a decentralised, depot- 
based system as far as day to day operations are concerned, 
and this is precisely the same irrespective of the geographical 
area involved. 


Bill Lang: Your new responsibilities take in a mainly rural 
area from Scarborough (North Yorkshire) through all 
Humberside and south through Lincolnshire to 
Newark/Grantham, One of the biggest? 


Stuart Senior: I’m afraid we cannot claim to be the biggest 
rural area under a single general manager. Our companies at 
Western National, Ribble, United and Crosville all cover 
bigger areas. Our current fleet size is: East Yorkshire—185; 
Lincolnshire—215. 


Bill Lang: Is it going to be possible to save mileage by in- 
tegrating parts of the fleets? 


Stuart Senior: Not generally speaking. Operations are 
designed on a depot by depot basis, rather than a company 
by company basis, and wherever integration of routes could 
have saved mileage it has already happened. The Humber 
Bridge, of course, has presented the opportunity for a joint 
service between Scunthorpe and Hull (Humberlink). 


Bill Lang: This is a very difficult appointment, Because ac- 
cording to Chris Moyes, Commercial Manager of Lin- 
colnshire, the major district council in the area is not being 
very helpful to the cause of rural transport. Is this so? 


Stuart Senior: I think any bus company general manager 
would say with feeling that his was a difficult appointment! 
You would not expect me to comment in any detail on the 
attitudes taken by various local authorities but it has to be 
recognised that in Lincolnshire in particular we do not have 
ideal bus operating territory from a commercial point of 
view. There is a high proportion of ‘‘deep rural’’ type ser- 
vices of the kind that will never, ever be profitable. It has to 
be for the local authorities to decide the future of such 
operations. We, as you know, are not able to carry on losing 
money on our operations and the only course of action open 
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Stuart Senior 


to us is to cut back loss-making routes if local authorities 
choose not to regard them as socially desirable and do not 
therefore provide the necessary levels of financial support. 


Bill Lang: More economies or redundancies may come. Lin- 
colnshire has been particularly noted for its small out- 
stations. Can these be retained? 

Stuart Senior: From what I have already said you will see 
that economies and even possibly more cutbacks in staff 
may well have to be made. Much depends on the outcome of 
the fairly sweeping economies we have already made in both 
companies—a major part of which has been the streamlin- 
ing of the management and administrative side of our 
business—a process which is continuing in an effort to make 
savings which do not impact directly on the level of our 
operations. I must also stress that much still depends on the 
attitudes of the elected local authorities in the future. We 
simply cannot go on running loss-making services without 
assistance. As to the question of out-stations, these can only 
be retained as long as they are truly economically viable 
parts of the operation. Again, if a part of our operation can- 
not be maintained on a viable basis then we have no choice 
but to lose it. 


Bill Lang: Lincolnshire is the biggest operator south of the 
Humber, but there must be a tremendous fight for what 
traffic there is with independents like Appleby’s. Is there an 
element of unfair competition? 

Stuart Senior: You will be aware that, since the 1980 
Transport Act changed the burden of proof covering ap- 
plications to run local bus services, any operator has been 
able to apply to run a service, and it has been up to the ob- 
jectors to satisfy the Traffic Commissioners that his applica- 
tion is against the public interest. As a company, we are 
obliged to run buses to the highest standards of safety and 
to provide our staff with proper wages and conditions. I 
cannot comment, of course, on the practices of private 
operators, but I can assure you that all the evidence so far is 
that private operators do not seem to be falling over 
themselves to compete with us. We anticipate that any com- 
petition will be confined to those routes and times of the day 
when the private operator believes he can ‘“‘cream off”’ the 
lucrative traffic. Should it happen we shall behave as com- 
mercially as is necessary to deal with this competition. If 
that means, as it has in other parts of the country, that we 
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Rest assured. <5 
Parties holidaying <¢s 
on the Continent 

can save two nights 
hotel accommodation. 


Save time and money by travelling 
overnight on North Sea Ferries. 

Sailings every night from Hull- 
Rotterdam and Hull-Zeebrugge. 

Fares include 5-course dinner, 
Sleeping accommodation and breakfast. 

With bars, tax-free shops and, on 
the Rotterdam route, the gaming tables, 
you're guaranteed a good time. 

Special reduced rates for groups of 
15 or more as well as for school parties, 
students and senior citizens. 

See your travel agent or send the 
coupon for details. 

To: North Sea Ferries, King George Dock, 
Hedon Road, Hull HU9 5QA. 

Please send me full information on your 
group rates to the Continent. 
NAME 
ADDRESS 


CJ 5/82 


NORTH SEA FERRIES | 


A P&O/Nediloyd Joint Venture 
HULL- ROTTERDAM (EUROPOORT). HULL - ZEEBRUGGE. 
TWO SHORT CUTS TO THE CONTINENT. 
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en 


The world’s nctoanst | Friday, Fede ne Goin 
aerospace exhibition | Sunday 
and flying display | September 10, 11, 12 
this year <*_ 1982 


Official ticket agents: KEITH PROWSE & CO LTD 
24 Store St, London WCIE 7BA (Tel: 01-631 1577) 
Advance booking discount of 10% for parties of 25 and over. 


RIVER THAMES 
BOAT PASSENGER 
SERVICES 


MID-MAY TO MID-SEPTEMBER 


Starting from 
Oxford, Abingdon, Reading, Henley, 
Marlow, Maidenhead, Windsor, 
Runnymede, Staines. 


The services are suitable for parties of one or 
two coachloads. 


Light Refreshments, Bar and Toilets on board. 


A commission of 15 per cent on boat 
revenue is allowed. 


BOATS AVAILABLE FOR PRIVATE HIRE | 


SALTER BROS. LTD. 


FOLLY BRIDGE ‘ OXFORD 
Telephone: OXFORD 43421 FOR DETAILS 
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have to divert resources from the loss-making areas of our 
operations, then so be it, but I do not think we shall regard 
competition necessarily as ‘‘unfair’’ by definition. We can- 
not, after all, expect a small private operator to have any 
concern for the social aspects of a public transport system. 


wens i TAKE A DAY OUT WITH THE 


The new EXPLORER round trip ticket ie a new 
idea for a day out for you or your family. 
We have prepared your day out, arranged 
your routes and times; all you have to do 4; 
is decide where and when you go. Look 
at the map and see the choice you have 
got for a super day out. 


* Buy your EXPLORER ticket in advance. 
* Decide where you want to go from this 
map. 


Get your FREE itinerary giving you 
full details of times. ba 
* Dat EXPLORER ticket for the date 
yo coouse. = Look out for companion 
Explorer leaflets from other towns. 


* Show your ticket to the bus driver vhen 
you get 


Please Note: You can use your EXPLORER 
tieket on an; urs shown on thie 
aap, but not yervices. 

When the date of your EXPLORER ticket has 
passed, the ticket is no longer valid. 


FAMILY TICKET ONLY © 
(Up to 2 adults and 2 children) 

Adult tieket f2. 
Child ticket £1.00 
Senior Citizen ticket £1.00 


Lincolnshire Road Car Co Ltd 
P.O. Box 15 
St. Mark Street 

LN 


INS 788 


192 
Ret Lin 1045, 1515 
Journey time 1 hour 15 gina 


Back by 1757 vie Grimaby 


peter C mio 

(Wot Sundaye) 23 bre at Brigg 
1 hour at Lincoln 

Froa Louth 0905 via Lincoln 
Back by 1757 via Griseby 


a. 
Froa Louth 0915 via Alford 
Return Mablethorpe 1735 via Alford. 
Journey time 1 hour 10 mine 


De SKBGNESS 

(Not Sundays) 5 hre at Skegness 
Froa Louth 0915 via Alford 

Return Skegness 1600 (Back by 1822 
via Mablethorpe) 

Outward journey time 1 hr 40 wing 


The Explorer day trip scheme provides an effective method of ex- 
ploiting the tourist potential of a county such as Lincolnshire. Leaflets 
are economically produced from coloured ‘shell’ blanks with the in- 
dividual itineraries for a specific town duplicated along with a 
diagrammatic map. This example shows the programme centred on 
Louth, with the cover at the top and the inside below. 


Bill Lang: The hiving off of APT (Amalgamated Passenger 
Transport, the NBC engineering company at Bracebridge 
Heath, Lincoln) seems to be putting some real money back 
into the kitty through bus sales overseas. Is this beneficial to 
the Lincolnshire operation? 


Stuart Senior: The re-structuring of the engineering side of 
the business in this part of the world and the creation of 
APT as a separate cost centre is simply a logical use of 
engineering resources rather than a “‘hiving off.’ The 
workshops and staff at Bracebridge Heath have for some’ 
years carried out the dual functions of vehicle disposal and 
parts reclamation on behalf of all the NBC companies in the 
Northern Region. The creation of a separate identity simply 
enables the engineering side of the business to progress and 
expand its activities on behalf of other bus operators, and, 
indeed, to expand into the whole area of heavy vehicle 
engineering. It is very much part of the National Bus Com- 
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pany’s general approach to the diversification of its 
resources. Cash generated by such activities will benefit the 
whole of National Bus. 


Bill Lang: Too many meetings? Is this the bugbear—but 
necessary—for an active general manager? Is it possible to 
talk to grass roots staff occasionally? 


Stuart Senior: You cannot manage without meetings. It 
would be a pretty poor sort of manager who relied only on 
the telephone and the letter for communications. Modern 
public transport is a complex operation and is governed by a 
welter of legislation—local, national, and, of course, EEC. 
To cope satisfactorily means meeting people and that is the 
most important aspect of management. It is up to me to en- 
sure that I am always in touch with the people who help me 
to run the business. 


Bill Lang: Any more express services envisaged following 
Newark-Lincoln-Hull? 


Stuart Senior: At this stage, I can’t reveal, for obvious com- 
mercial reasons, our plans with regard to limited stop or ex- 
press services. Let’s just say that our people keep a very 
special eye on all the possibilities! Our last innovation was 
the limited stop service—The Kingstonian—operating bet- 
ween Newark, Lincoln and Hull three days a week on a trial 
basis. We hope that this service will become popular and 
well established during the summer. 


Bill Lang: Can any more publicity be given to the tourist or 
holiday atmosphere of the whole area? Lincolnshire chur- 
ches for example, have a deserved reputation. Could days 
out or holidays be worked round beauty spots? j 


Stuart Senior: You may not be aware that we already pay a 
great deal of attention to the tourist and leisure traffic 
potential of our area. As an illustration, I cite the ‘‘Ex- 
plorer’’ programme leaflets, produced on a continuing basis 
by both East Yorkshire and Lincolnshire, also a variety of 
other publicity items covering this sort of opportunity. We 
are always open to further suggestions, please don’t hesitate 
to make them—and don’t forget it’s the year of Maritime 
England—we have lots to offer between Scarborough and 
the Wash. 


Bill Lang: How about reductions at Scunthope following 
steel closures? Can other industry bring a revival to your 
second flagship depot? 


Stuart Senior: Of course it can, but I’m afraid you’ll have to 
talk to the industrial development people at the Yorkshire 
and Humberside Development Council in Leeds, the 
Humberside County Council, and the council at Scunthorpe 
about their efforts to attract new industry into the area. We 
are ready and willing to help out in any way with all these ef- 
forts as far as the provision of services is concerned. We also 
make existing companies well aware of our readiness to co- 
operate in providing works special services and so on. 


Bill Lang: Any plans to make even more use of the Humber 
Bridge? 

Stuart Senior: I would say we have kept well abreast of the 
opportunities for travel opened up by the inauguration of 
the bridge, even to the extent of providing (by East 
Yorkshire) a special bus service last summer for people who 
fancy walking across it! Mind you, it’s another feature that 
we are keeping a careful eye on and we shall not hesitate to 
take advantage of any other opportunities. 


Bill Lang: Are you still “smiling through’’ as in your ap- 
pointment picture in a recent edition of Bus News?. 

Stuart Senior: I am an optimist. It’s in my nature to smile 
and, in spite of the challenges and difficulties ahead for both 
these companies, I am confident that we have a good future. 
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AN UNBEATABLE OFFER FOR ALL COACH 
OPERATORS WHO LIKE FULL COLOUR ADS. 


ACORN TRAVEL HOLLAND WOULD LIKE TO OFFER YOU 
ABSOLUTELY FREE AND WITHOUT OBLIGATION, A SET OF 
FELT TIP PENS TO COLOUR IN THIS WINDMILL. WE WOULD 

ALSO LIKE TO OFFER YOU OUR SERVICES IN PLANNING YOUR 
NEXT TRIP TO HOLLAND. THE FELT TIP PENS SHOULD HELP 
TO MAKE THIS PAGE LOOK MORE ATTRACTIVE, AND OUR 
SERVICES WILL CERTAINLY DO THE SAME FOR YOUR 
HOLIDAY 


ANYBODY CAN PLAN A HOLIDAY — ALL YOU DO IS BOOK A 
HOTEL AND BOAT, AND OFF YOU GO. IT’S AS EASY AS 
COLOURING IN A WINDMILL. WHAT CAN WE OFFER THAT 
YOU CAN’T DO YOURSELF? WELL, IF YOU ARE BASED IN 
HOLLAND, IF YOU KNOW THE COUNTRY INSIDE OUT, CAN 
SPEAK DUTCH, ARE ABLE TO VISIT HOTELS BEFORE YOU 
BOOK THEM, KNOW WHO TO CONTACT IN AN EMERGENCY, 
AND ARE ABLE TO ANSWER ALL THE QUESTIONS YOUR 
PASSENGERS ASK YOU; THE ANSWER IS PROBABLY NOTHING. % y 
BUT IF YOU’RE REALISTIC, AND WELCOME HELP, ADVICE AND _ sd Y ¥ 


IDEAS, YOU COULD SAVE YOURSELF A LOT OF TIME AND ¥ 
TROUBLE, AND LET US DO SOME OF THE WORK FOR YOU, VRAWNIUUH Sa UUW HTM RRC UL aaa EL 


ACORN Travel Holland provide two holiday planning services for the British Coach operator. 
Our extended service covers most of Europe, and our office in Sweden provides the same for Scandinavia. 
Advertising and publicity back-up services are available from our design studios in England. 


ACONIOAN 


Provides you with an individually planned tour to meet your exact wishes. We will find you a hotel; 
book meals, day trips, entertainment and special services; supply a courier if you want one; and take care of all 
the arrangements down to the smallest detail. We inspect hotels and provide on-the-spot advice if you have 
any enquiries or difficulties. 


INSANE OTN 


These are pre-planned holidays which are available immediately. They are priced at a ‘per head’ rate, 
and you just add on your own costs for coach and boat. We can have these holidays in the post within 24 hours 
of receiving your confirmation, or they are available for inspection if you have a bit more time. 
Like our ACORNPLAN Holidays, they are arranged with care and accuracy, and carry our full back-up services. 


If you think we can help you, we’re waiting to hear from you. If you have a definite enquiry, a last minute tour, 
or just want to ask us a few questions; or if someone else has let you down, contact us and we will be pleased to 
tell you what we can do for you. 


We will also be pleased to send you your set of felt tip pens. If you let us do the work, you will have plenty 
of time left for colouring. 


ACORN TRAVEL HOLLAND 
holiday planning services 


Liviuslaan 25, 5624 JD Eindhoven, The Netherlands Telephone from Britain: 010 31 40 448129. Telex 51546 ni 
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A 
Destination 
Special 


British coach 
parties are 


Going Dutch 


—and the multi-million pound Floriade is just one of Holland’s 
many 1982 attractions, as /ain Gellatly describes. 


OLLAND, in conjunction with other 
Hi Continental coach touring areas 
near to the UK coast, is at present 
enjoying a boom period in group travel. Last 
year coach traffic from UK increased by 29% 
over 1980/81 and, in one particular 5-week 
period, 1,200 coaches entered the country 
from Britain. 

This season these figures are likely to in- 
crease dramatically yet again because the 
enterprising Dutch, already world-famous 
for their superb flowers, are staging all- 
summer Floriade, an exhibition which, from 
May onwards, means one of the largest 
international displays of bulb-flowers on 
earth. Primarily for those with a professional 
interest in horticulture, showing Dutch 
growing techniques to foreign colleagues, 
Floriade, largely based in Amsterdam, has 
induced many coach operators to incor- 
porate the event into their summer touring 
programmes. 

The Floriade, costing nearly £7 million, 
covers acres of parkland, glades, artificial 
lakes, azalea gardens, landscaping 
demonstrations, childrens’ gardens, tree, 
flower and shrub displays as well as fruit and 
vegetable cultivation techniques. 

One of the great advantages of Holland 
for British coach operators is that it is not 
too difficult to find and book good quality 


Top: The large Kurhaus dominates the 
seafront of the popular resort of Scheven- 
ingen. Right: Daffodils are as much part of the 
scene as tulips at the world-famous 
Keukenhof gardens. Flowers are more impor- 
tant to Holland than ever this year, which sees 
the vast Floriade exhibition starting this 
month. 


accommodation for groups. Transactions, in 
English, help to eliminate misunderstandings 
and there are firms who will handle all 
ground arrangements for modest outlay. 
The visitor to Holland can enjoy almost 
every type of holiday from the renowned 
night life of Amsterdam to quiet sandy 
beaches to be found at Schoorl or Bergen 
Binnen, for example, on the North Sea 
coast. Your clients can take part in roulette 
or other gambling games at the Casinos in 
Zandvoort or Scheveningen, walk round the 
Madurodam miniature city at The Hague, be 
enchanted by the flowers, bulbs and lakes at 
Haarlem, Bloemendaal, Lisse and Aalsmeer, 
watch big ships or take a harbour cruise at 
Rotterdam, and gaze at watermills, castles 
and country houses around Zwolle or admire 
items in the Glass Museum at Leerdam, see 
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cheeses at Edam, and stroll round historic 
Utrecht. But, there is much, much more to 
see—the countless carnivals, fetes and 
religious festivals, museums of art and royal 
palaces, diamond cutting, potteries and so 
on. 

The three main cities of Amsterdam, Rot- 
terdam and The Hague are all close to one 
another, connected by good motorways and 
yet the atmosphere in each is completely dif- 
ferent. Amsterdam, lively and imposing in its 
16th and 17th century surroundings, The 
Hague, serene and aristocratic, together 
with the elegant seaside resort of Scheven- 
ingen and Rotterdam, a busy, commercial 
city and the largest port in the world. 

Food, in plentiful quantities, comes in all 
styles and well suits the British palate. The 
Dutch are good eaters. Tourist menus are, 


THE VOITH LAW OF PO 


WER TRANSMISSION. 


Simply stated, the Voith Law ts this; 
a drive solution, to be truly economical, 
must ultimately be reliable. 


nd how does such a fine sound- 

ing philosophy work in prac- 

tice on trucks and buses’ 

We have automatic trans- 
missions suitable for practi- 
cally every popular make 
of bus. And we can tailor 
make transmissions for the rest. (In 


Fruarsncanin fact, since 1977 we've 


jeenimen i just that for 
_ © 4000 UK city buses.) 


_ drive systems are based on 
hydrodynamic principles, making 
the vehicle safer and easier to drive; 
while the high starting torque 
and rapid acceleration improve 
average journey speed. The 
hydraulic converter in the 
transmission also acts 
as a vehicle retarder, auto- 
matically handling up to 
90% of the braking load, 
and prolonging brake life. 

Our retarders (also based 

J/ on hydraulic _ principles) 

‘4 act as hydrodynamic brakes 
which cannot lock, overheat or 
fade. Even over long Gaeta ae 
Uo o ooo U 

downhill stretches. #@aQ'a—argiaer™ 

A Voith retarder can prolong the 
service life of your brakes by at 
least four times, a 
saving on larger 
vehicles that can 


~~ 


@ 
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run into thousands of pounds. 

Nor is a Voith retarder limited to 
a life on the open road; it has 
B= plenty of stationary applica- 
tions in industrial plant, where 
it is ideal for slowing down 
the heaviest masses with little 
energy demand. 

Needless to say, all Voith trans- 
missions and retarders are pro- 
duced to the highest engineering 
standards, to a high degree of 
reliability, thus reducing your depen- 
dence on huge stocks of spares. 

All over the world we are in- 
J volved in railways, construction 
CN vehicles, petro chemicals, 
power generation, mining 
minerals - everything. And 
particularly those areas where re- 
gular maintenance is a rare luxury. 

If you are chasing the solution to 
an engineering problem, especially 
anything requiring a 
high degree of spec- @ 
ification and reliability, contact us. 

No matter how big or small your 
problem, sometime in our history, 
somewhere in the world, we will 
have come across something similar. 

We'll either call on you, or send 
you something to 
read over and 
think about. 


To: Voith Engineering Ltd. Ambassador House, | 
Brigstock Road, Thornton Heath CR4 7JG, Surrey. Telephone: 01-684 3600. 


Id like some free advice.Can someone give me a call please. 


Please send me some technical details on Voiths: | 
Variable speed fluid | 


Adjustable torque converters) Hydraulic valves and 
O High capacity gearboxes equipment couplings 
(parallel shaft, bevel, High pressure gear Traction fluid couplings 
planetary) pumps Cooling units 
Cardan shafts Automatic trans- Locomotive transmissions | 
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missions for PSV and 
construction vehicles 


Variable speed 
electric drives 


Hydrodynamic brakes and 
retarders 


My name My company position 


My company address 


600 rooms with private facilities 
Situated opposite Amstel Park 
(10 minutes from centre) 

Close to the RAI Exhibition Centre 


A GROUP TRAVEL SERVICE FOR 
COACH OPERATORS 


We offer a complete ground handling service for 
all major European coach tour destinations; Paris, 
Amsterdam, Brussels, London—all at unbeatable 
prices: 

2 day Paris tour from 

2 day Brussels tour from ... 
2 day Amsterdam tour from 


£19.75 
£19.75 
£21.95 


Prices include accommodation in twin rooms 
with bath, continental breakfast, return ferry 
crossings and a free place for the driver— based 
on a minimum of 40 passengers. 


***We still have weekend availability for 1982 
tulip field tours from £39.00 per person including 
two nights bed and breakfast accommodation 
and return ferries. 


Contact: MARIO BODINI for details of our many 
other packages and for quotations on your own 
itinerary. 


JAC TRAVEL LIMITED 
JAC 15 Albert Mews, London W8 5RU England 
telephone: 01-589 9213/4 telex: 886449 
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novotel amsterdam 


SPECIAL GROUP RATES 


(for rooms and meals) 


novotel reservations:— 16 Berkeley Street, London W1X 5AE 01-499 0733 Telex: 24361 


Excellent transport to city centre and airport 
Adequate parking 

(950 spaces) 

Special check-in facilities for groups 


DON’T GET LEFT BEHIND 


Plan your 1982/3 Tour Programme, 
Guides, couriers, interpreters, 
P.S.V. drivers. 


HOTEL RESERVATIONS EUROPE 


aK 


CLUB INTER 
46, WINDSOR ROAD, SLOUGH 
Telephone: Slough 75907 


GROUP BOOKINGS FOR COACH 
OPERATORS IN 


FRANCE, GERMANY, HOLLAND, 
ITALY AND SWITZERLAND 


JOHN WALKER RESERVATIONS 
35 Harrington Gardens, London SW7. 
Tel: 01-370 2702 Telex: 291446 
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of course available, but most restaurants 
prefer to offer their own cuisine which is 
often no more expensive, but much more in- 
teresting. Indonesian food is especially 
popular throughout Holland and so are pan- 
cakes! 

Group accommodation likewise caters for 
all tastes and can be arranged through the 
VVV, local tourist offices or NRC, which is a 
special accommodation organisation. It is, in 
practise, easier, however, to book through 
London firms who are used to contract- 
buying hotel rooms and, even allowing for 
their profit, you can still secure more com- 
fort for less money, and all without any 
effort on your part. 

In Amsterdam, if you are looking for real 
style, such hotels as the Amstel are certainly 
pace-setters, and not always too expensive 
but, for high season groups at very fair rates 
the 420-bedroom Novotel has a warm, 
friendly atmosphere together with an attrac- 
tive ‘London Pub’ bar, if you have forgotten 
what they look like, and good parking for the 
coach. Group rates are most reasonable. As 
in most capital cities, accommodation is a 
little more expensive in Amsterdam than 
elsewhere in the country but the architec- 
ture, art treasures, coffee shops, confec- 
tionary stalls— not to mention the famous 
‘red light’ district—seem to give it an ‘edge’ 
that is worth paying a little bit more for. 

A particularly popular venue for coach 
parties is The Hague. As well as being the 
seat of the Dutch parliament with ministries 
and embassies, it is a happy city, full of 
parks, greenery and flowers and, for the sea 
lovers, Scheveningen offers many attrac- 
tions and interests. There are superb 
beaches, perfect swimming in the sea and at 
indoor baths with small shops, cafes, 
markets, sun terraces and, in season, 
firework displays and many other happen- 
ings. Scheveningen is more than just a 
seaside resort. The Hague is famous for its 
antique markets where collectors are free to 
browse amongst things at all prices. The 
recently restored Kurhaus is both historical 
and majestic, being a famous and elegant 
centre of entertainment greatly enjoyed by 
the British well-to-do amongst others, in 
Victorian times. As well as housing the 
Casino, visitors may also enjoy coffee and 
other simple pastimes within its intriguing, 
towering walls. 

The typical Dutch pub is called a ‘brown 
cafe’ where one can eat and drink from mor- 
ning until night. Usually frequented by 
locals, the prices are low and the places are 
full of atmosphere. There are plenty of jazz 
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clubs with live music, discos and sex clubs 
for the uninhibited. For older visitors, charm- 
ing parks, cinemas showing English films, 
theatre, ballet and classical music are, of 
course available. 


Transportation 


One of the most comfortable and most 
time-efficient ways of reaching Holland from 
the South East of England is via the over- 
night Olau Line (UK) Ltd, service from 
Sheerness to Vlissingen. Popular with both 
drivers-and operators, the two large new 
ships (O/au Britannia enters service this 
month) are extremely comfortable, the 
catering style is excellent and not too expen- 
sive and the Duty Free supermarket is very 
spacious, probably the best on the Channel. 
As befits a longer route, there are discos, 
saunas, swimming pools, etc. The route par- 
ticularly suits drivers’ hours regulations for 
groups journeying from the North Midlands 
or further afield. Passengers are able to 
break their journeys with a miniature sea 
cruise and are then ready to travel onwards 
next day. Favourable groups rates apply. 

On the Dover or Felixstowe route to 
Zeebrugge, in Belgium, fast crossings are 
made by Townsend Thoresen Car Ferries 
Ltd; the Harwich—Hook of Holland run is 
another popular service suiting East Anglian- 
based operators and Dover-Ostend or 
Felixtowe-Ostend adds even more choice, 
these are all Sealink (UK) Ltd services. 

For northerners, Hull-Rotterdam or Hull- 
Zeebrugge overnight saves hotel bills and a 
long drive. Special individual rates for 
groups on these ferries include cabin accom- 
modation, a five-course dinner and _ full 
English breakfast—a good start to a Con- 
tinental holiday. This is a nightly service run 
by North Sea Ferries Ltd. 


Support facilities 


“Since the change in regulations allowed 
any UK coach company to advertise, there 
has been a huge increase in the number of 
British coaches entering Holland”, says Nigel 
Saych, of Acorn Travel, Eindhoven. But, 
sadly, not all the tours are well planned, one 
of the chief complaints is lack of organisa- 
tion about meals en route and next to that, 
poor hotel or boat accommodation followed 
by complaints about the famous ‘day at 
leisure’ which often leaves passengers in a 
strange place with no idea of what to do or 
see. Acorn provide ground services in 
Holland for UK coach operators. They also 


The Euromast (centre), with its revolving 
restaurant, provides a splendid view of the 
huge port of Rotterdam. 


offer ‘instant’ holiday packages and tours for 
operators who, for many reasons, require 
fully-researched ‘off-the-peg’ excursions. 
Acorn like to market alternatives to the con- 
ventional ‘clogs and windmills’ trips. 

Coach operators wishing to make hotel 
arrangements in Holland can now do so in 
London through JAC Travel Ltd, whose ex- 
pertise and bulk-buying power can secure 
not only lower-priced accommodation for 
groups but also quieter and more relaxing 
establishments, perhaps with more caring 
managements. Unfortunately, with group 
travel, the smaller niceties and courtesies of 
hotel proprietorship sometimes get 
overlooked, to the dismay of the recipients. 
JAC, with many years of experience in 
handling incoming groups to UK, began 
dealing with outgoing traffic in January 1981 
and had successfully arranged 10,100 bed- 
nights all over Europe on group packages by 
the end of that year. Paris is the most 
popular destination with Amsterdam a close 
second. 

“We find that there is a trend for large UK 
companies, especially, to ‘sponsor’ short 
holiday packages by paying half or more of 
the total cost,’ says JAC’s Outgoing Tours 
Manager Mario Bodini, “‘and specific events 
abroad like horse race meetings, motor rac- 
ing, carnivals and suchlike are attracting 
social groups, factory staff, etc, and all need 
to be properly planned and costed-out if the 
customer is to be satisfied.” The cost of a 
one-night tour to Amsterdam, with JAC, for 
example, works out at £21.95 per person and 
this includes accommodation in a good 
2-star hotel, return ferry crossings (driver 
free), full documentation service and VAT. 
The coach operator simply adds his vehicle 
costs. The firm has many other add-on 
packages to offer. 


Services and Information 


Dutch National Tourist Office, 143, New 
Bond Street, London W1. tel: 01-499 5379. 
Sofite!/Novotel Hotel, Amsterdam. 16, 
Berkeley Street, London W1. tel: 01-499 
0733. 

Olau Line (UK) Ltd, Sheerness, Kent. tel: 
07956-4981. 

Sealink (UK) Ltd, Eversholt House, Ever- 
sholt Street, London NW1. tel: 01-387 1234. 
Townsend Thoresen Car Ferries Ltd, 127, 
Regent Street, London W1. tel: 01-491 7641. 
North Sea Ferries Ltd, King George Dock, 
Hedon Road, Hull HU9 50A. tel: 0482 795 
141. 

JAC Travel Ltd, 15, Prince Albert Mews, 
London W8. (JAC Travel Ltd, Freepost Lon- 
don W8 5BR) tel: 01-589 9213/4 Telex 
886449. 

Acorn Travel Holland, Liviuslaan 25, 5624 JD 
Eindhoven, Holland. tel: (040) 448129 telex: 
51546. 

Christine Van De Casteele, (Guide/Inter- 
preter) Duinenstraat 70, 8400, Ostend 


_ Belgium. tel: 010-32 5950 1193 from U.K. 
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AND THIS YEAR'S AWARD FOR SERVICES 
TO THE COACHING INDUSTRY 
GOES YET AGAIN TO BEEPER THE FROG.’ 


Whilst most markets have been in decline 
recently, the coach market has shown a healthy 
increase. 

At National Express we're proud of that. 

Not only because we've improved our own 
business, but also because we've helped expand 
the market as a whole. 

We've improved comfort for passengers. 

We've started new routes. 

We've developed our highly successful 
‘Beeper advertising campaign. 

And we've put more coaches on the road. 
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(Their presence on the roads itself serves as 
a constant advertisement for coach travel.) 
Research shows that now far more people 
consider travelling by coach than everin the past. 
We feel that we’ve had a lot to do with 
changing peoples attitude to coach travel. 
True, our activities have hardly been for 
altruistic motives. 
But it’s worth remembering that what’s 
good for us is also good for you. 


LxY-Vate)SVREXPRESS 4 
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TRAVEL SCAN 


Citator 


“‘Never mind the destination 
what's on the video?” 


They’ve filled in the holes! Whether it was my complaints a 
few months ago, I cannot say. But when I visited Gloucester 
Road coach terminal in March, I found that the dangerous 
potholes had disappeared from the area outside the tem- 
porary buildings serving passengers for the combined 
National and Trathens service to the West Country. 

One aspect of this type of de-luxe coach service that con- 
tinues to intrigue me is the coaching equivalent of in-flight 
movies, also available on some services between Scotland 
and the Great Metropolis. I wonder who selects what is to be 
shown. 

David Amos, who does this job for British Airways 
recently repeated some of the passengers comments in High 
Life magazine. ‘‘Why are you insulting our intelligence with 
this rubbish?’”’ said some travellers about a French comedy 
that had him rolling in the aisles. ‘‘I cannot remember ever 
before spending two consecutive hours in such total 
boredom’’, said another passenger of an award winning film 
epic. 

Switching to something more spicy and action packed 
produced the response, ‘‘why do you permit the public 
showing of such foul-mouthed filth and violence to family 
audiences?’’ 

Perhaps, with the increasing competition between 
coaching rivals, the time will soon come when the quality of 
the video presentation will motivate people to choose a par- 
ticular service. If any reader of COACHING JOURNAL can tell 
me of a coach operator featuring some of the material I saw 
in Amsterdam earlier this year, please let me know right 
away, as it is essential that I review the qualities of the ser- 
vice on that route for this column! 


Best of both worlds 


Earlier this year, Ian Churcher, Executive Chairman of P & 
O Ferries, gave a talk entitled, ‘‘Marketing Ferries’’, to the 
Metropolitan Section of the Chartered Institute of 
Transport. Now I reported in this column Sealink’s belief 
that one of the reasons why they were increasing their share 
of cross-Channel coach business was because coach 
operators realised that Sealink were independent and not 
potential competitors. 

Some readers felt that this sly dig at certain car ferry com- 
panies was unfair. 

Methinks they doth protest too much, for Ian in his ad- 
dress said that last year, P & O Ferries carried around 
750,000 passengers on coach tours, over 400,000 of which 
were on P & O’s own tours. During question time, a brave 
soul in the audience asked him if he felt this situation gave 
rise to a conflict of interests. 

The response was that, as a matter of policy, P & O Fer- 


COACHING JOURNAL MAY 1982 


ries worked in co-operation with coach operators. Having 
developed a service and proved the need for it, they were 
only too willing to encourage operators to offer similar ar- 
rangements. Many of the ventures involved were of a co- 
operative nature, although Mr Churcher felt it inap- 
propriate to go into precise details. 

At first sight, this seemed to be a satisfactory answer. 
That is, until I began to reflect that those responsible for 
promoting the P & O Landtours brochure probably did not 
see their role in quite the same light. 

Incidentally, while on this subject, Sealink tell me that 
they have installed additional telephone lines for the coach 
and group excursion reservation sections at their London 
Victoria office. Coaches can now be booked on (01)630 
5423/4/5—or if you are mean like me, use the Freefone ser- 
vice 2418. 

For group excursions, there is no alternative but to pay 
for your call! The new telephone numbers are (01) 630 
5694/5/6. 

Let me conclude this topic by reiterating Ian Churcher’s 
somewhat tongue-in-cheek comment, concerning coach 
Operations via cross-Channel ferry services: ‘‘These are 
especially important to bring nations together, so that they 
will mate and multiply and continue to travel by ferry.” 


Looks familiar 


British Coachways have severed their administrative links 
with PSV Operators, as far as travel retailers are concern- 
ed. Selected travel agents were approached and offered an 
exclusive franchise for their area. Those who took up the 
offer were promised that British Coachways advertising 
would mention them by name and direct customers to their 
offices. Together with the appointments came the in- 
evitable BC ticket book and accounting system. 

Do you ever get a feeling of deja vu? As I glanced at the 
tickets they seemed all too familiar. So I looked back in my 
files to 1974 and found copies of National tickets with an 
almost identical layout. I commented at that time how sim- 
ple it was to complete them and believe that it was no acci- 
dent that BC’s tickets have been designed in this way. 

If you still have an old-style British Coachways ticket 
book, you should have returned it in the third week of 
March and I sincerely hope this column has not caused 
anyone to panic. I am not happy about the introduction of 
fortnightly accountancy. The list of reporting dates was 
stuck to the inside cover of the appropriate folder with some 
sticky tape, as soon as it was received, but it must have come 
adrift and has already been mislaid. 

Perhaps an executive of Shearings or any other consti- 
tuent member of the BC consortium can explain to me why 
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they cannot have a monthly accounting system, the same as 
most other transport companies selling through travel 
agents? Although I have lost the piece of paper, I made a 
note for this column that the last report date on the list was 
Saturday, October 9, 1982 and wondered why this was. 

Is this some special date by which the future of British 
Coachways must be decided? And will there be any BC ser- 
vices this winter requiring me to pay for tickets issued by my 
travel shop? 


Junior choice 


‘*Twelve million passengers can’t be wrong. They travelled 
by National Express last year.’’ The news sheet went on to 
extol the virtues of National’s express services, commenting, 
for example, that they offered four or more daily departures 
between 120 towns, hourly services between 13 cities and 
every other hour between 100 towns. Being reminded by the 
blurb that children under 17 and five or over get 30% off, I 
wondered how prices for coach travel for a family having a 
Railcard compared with the other means of transport. 

I was also reminded that students with a valid Interna- 
tional Student Identity Card get a return for the price of a 
single and wanted to check whether it might be cheaper for 
students to take an economy return, not valid for travel on 
Friday, Saturday or Sunday. 

Now you may feel that this is a fairly simple piece of 
research to undertake for an experienced travel agent. But 
let me assure you that this is where my problems really 
began. 

I started by looking at the front of the National timetable 
binder, where I knew there was a note of the principal fares 
and chose London to Birmingham. I found against the stan- 
dard fare of £3.50 single and £6 return, there was a symbol 
suggesting that provincial offices should refer to a special 
offer fares list, a copy of which is not provided to me in the 
Greater London area. I decided to persevere and since the 
list of principal fares from London noted the timetable 
number of 437, I thought I could go straight to a matching 
fare table. Alas, this was not the case, for as everyone who 
uses National’s system regularly knows, it is essential first of 
all to identify from the appropriate timetable, a service 
number. Only then, armed with this figure, can the price of 
the journey be ascertained. 

Table 437 had a footnote, ‘‘special pre-bookable ‘Beeper’ 
fares apply on the shaded timings above’’. All of the timings 
were in fact shaded and it is necessary for travel clerks to be 
aware that the ordinary fares to which I referred originally 
are the fares named in this way. The first service in this table 
was 853 and the price table in the other binder gave rates of 
£4 single and £7 return. Service 855 is cheaper, identical with 
the fares I first quoted. 

Service 902 did not exist in the fare tables, although there 
was a 901.2 which seemed to match, once again, featuring 
the lower prices, as did the table for service 858. Service 852 
as well as 851, were, however, back to the levels of £4 single 
and £7 return between London and Birmingham, as was ser- 
vice 854. 

I never did find service 856. Since I do not want to bore 
you, let me move swiftly on to 831 and 911, where the lower 
prices once again reign supreme. I’ll skip the list of service 
numbers in the second line of this timetable, and instead 
move on to timetable no. 416, covering overnight services to 
Birmingham. Normal prices featured in the front of the 
timetable are shown as £5.50 single and £9.50 return. 
However, D and E direct you to refer to the fares manual 
for day or economy return fares. 
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“You wil/ enjoy our hotels!’’ Despite the menacing attitudes with the 
hardware (what does she plan to maintain with that Longbridge 
screwdriver?), Liz Papworth, Alison Gutrey and Tony Harper are 
looking forward to meeting coach and tour operators throughout 
Britain. They are part of the sales force of Crest Hotels currently on 
a nationwide promotion. Crest has 65 hotels in Britain and a further 
37 on the Continent. 


Ooops! I foolishly looked up 416 in the fares table, which 
so my travel clerks tell me, is what you always do if you do 
not concentrate. I finally identified service 820 and found 
two complete sets of fares, column 1 of which matched the 
night service fares I have just mentioned, also featuring day 
return rates of £7 and economy return of £8.50. The other 
set of four prices, is headed (for connections only) and if the 
customer is starting the journey in Golders Green in North 
London and going on further, these much lower rates apply. 

But it is also necessary to take into account the special of- 
fer at the foot of price table 820, ‘‘Nightrider fare equivalent 
to the day return fare between any two points for outward 
and return travel on successive nights.’’ By this time, I had 
forgotten the original reason why I undertook this investiga- 
tion and no doubt, so have you. 

What’s that? You think this story, which I assure you is 
the absolute truth, has no connection with reality? Not so. 
For this is exactly what happens when an ordinary customer 
has the temerity to ask a travel clerk for a coach fare. And 
remember, I haven’t mentioned yet the alternatives of PSV 
or British Coachways, information concerning which the 
customer is entitled to receive. 


It's magic 


I hate to finish this column on a sour note. So let me con- 
gratulate National on the detailed information they sent me 
on Magic Bus international coach services. Of course, it 
fascinated me that by the same envelope, National also pro- 
vided full details of Euroways continental express coach ser- 
vices from the UK, which now run to over 50 destinations. 

And, yes, you’ve guessed, the prices vary according to 
which company you choose. 

MB’s daily coach service to Paris is priced at £11.50 single 
and £23 return, while the Euroways Paris dayliner rates are 
£15 and £27 respectively, reducing to £14.50 single or £26 
return on the night service. MB to Athens this summer, will 
be priced at £38 one way or £69 return, while EW service via 
Italy varies between £72 and £89 single and between £136 
and £167 return. 

It’s rumoured that on reading this month’s contribution, 
COACHING JOURNAL Editor, John Taylor, suggested that he 
was going to make available a special offer of calculator 
batteries for travel agents (or aspirins—Ed.) 

Well, he might sell a few, but I think I’ll fly instead. 
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Finding organising 
continental tours 
heavy going? 


Save time and money with our great value Wholesale For more 


packages including: Ferry crossings, information ring 
Hotel accommodation, Rosie Ray on 
Services of a professional Bath (0225) 332727 
escort. now! 


Free full colour promotional literature 
overprinted with your company name. 
Weekends from £25.00 per person. 


10 day holidays from £59.00 per person. Westgate House 
Avon Street 
Just add your coach cost and profit margin! Bath BA1 1PA 


HELLO, HERE WE ARE AGAIN, 


YOUR SPANISH CONNECTION 


VIAJES ASTORIA S.A. 


HEAD OFFICE, C/SAN PEDRO 56-58, 
CALELLA, BARCELONA, SPAIN. 


Looking for something different to offer your clients, wider choice better service, 
and more holiday value, then contact us today. We can offer you good hotels at 
excellent rates, our professional representative service, obtain your licences if 
needed, and above all give you our professional advice with many years ex- 
perience. We have offices in many parts of Spain, with 24 hour service telex etc. 
Contact in the U.K. through our U.K. Manager. Interested? like to know more 
about us? then contact without delay: 


KATHLEEN PATON, U.K. MANAGER, VIAJES ASTORIA S.A. C/SAN PEDRO 56-58, 
CALELLA, BARCELONA, SPAIN. PHONE NO: 769-3661, TELEX 50194 ASTO-E. 
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NEWBURY 
RACES OPEN DAILY 


(excl. Mondays) 
1982 


HOUSE 11.30 - 5.30 PARK 11.00 - 6.00 
Ist APRIL - 30th SEPTEMBER 1982 


Flat OPEN BANK HOLIDAYS 
a Just off the Al(M) at Stevenage 
Friday & Saturday 
MAY 14th & 15th 


Wednesday & Thursday 


JUNE 9th & 10th 


Friday & Saturday 
JULY 16th & 17th 


Delhi Durbar Exhibition - Gardens - Adventure Playground - Astroglide 
Skate Park - Narrow Gauge Railway - Crazy Golf Course - Deer Park 


Prices of Admission, including V.A.T. with Picnic Areas - Garden and Gift Shops - Licensed Cafeteria 


Tattersalls and Paddock a ed £4.00 LARGE FREE COACH PARK-~ COACH DRIVERS REMUNERATED 
Silver Ring Stand and Enclosure £2 00 * Large Conference & Banqueting Centre in 16th Century Tithe Barns 


For details of 1982 Admission Charges & Special Party Rates 
Secretary, The Racecourse, Newbury Contact: The Secretary, The Estate Office, Knebworth House, 
Herts. Tel: (0438) 812661 
Telephone: Newbury (0635) 40015 
THIS AD IS worn ExCr0 YOUR DRIVER WHEN EXCHANGED 
FREE PARKING — PARTY RATES AVAILABLE BO pe 


A fast, free and easy 
way of booking meals for groups 


CaterTour specialise in helping coach operators to make group 
meal bookings quickly and efficiently. BR 


|t's ano nonsense service from an organisation with a great deal of 


experience in catering for groups. a ox 

The CaterTour service is fast ph. ‘una ‘ 
One telephone call gives you instant access to the restaurants of rE Wh | ae aaa 
Bernilnns, Mecca and Grand Metropolitan Hotels. Over 500 choices FATES - 


across the country, ranging from country pubs and 14th century 
inns to modern city centre hotels and luxury banqueting halls. 
The CaterTour service is a complete service 
CaterTour advise on menus and prices. They then handle all the 
administrative details — such as making the bookings, and issuing 
confirmations. 

The CaterTour service is free! 

When you want to make a meal booking for groups of 15 or 
more—contact CaterTour first. 


CaterTour—one phone call solves gw 
group meal booking problems. — 


14 Oxford Street, London WIN OHL. Tel: 01-437 7474 
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HAREWOOD 


Home of the Earl and Countess of Harewood 


A61/ 659 Leeds/Harrogate Road 


Gates Open 10 am: House 11 am 
EVERY DAY to 31 October 


SPECIAL EVENTS 1982 


JUNE JULY 
6 Archery Championships 10 aah Pylon Racing 
13 Mercedes Benz Rally 11 ( (Sopwith Trophy) 
19 Pea Controlled 18 Rolls-Royce Rally 
20 { Model Fly/Drive In 24 (90 Championship 
25 { Dog Show 
30 AUGUST Yorkshire Koi Festival 


> PLUS All the usual facilities of Harewood—Superb | 

ty House, Gardens, Birds, Exhibitions, Playground, 
2 Shops, Restaurant & Cafeteria and for Maritime Eng- | 
land Year Kodak’s R.N.L.1. Exhibition. 


zr Over 20% Discount for Coach Groups | 


Leaflet & Party Menus from: Harewood (0532) 886225 (24 hr inf.) | 
Estate Office, Harewood, Leeds LS17 9LQ. Yorkshire. | 


Visit the 
WEST 


WYCOMBE 


CAVES 


Mausoleum and Church Tower with 
The Golden Ball 
dating from 1751 at 


West Wycombe Village 


The village is set in the Chiltern Hills 
and is the family of Sir Francis Dashwood, 
Premier Baronet of Britain. 


PLENTY TO INTEREST ALL THE FAMILY 


11 a.m. — 6 p.m. DAILY 
Large car and coach park 
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Revisit 
Brideshead 


Castle Howard, location for the fabulous 
Granada television series, “Brideshead Revisited” 
is open daily from Good Friday to 31st October. 


Make sure you 
put this magnificent 
18th century palace 
on your itineraries 
this season. Let your 
customers enjoy the 
romantic settings of 
Evelyn Waugh’s 
glamorous novel. In 
summer, the walled 

Courtesy of Granada TV. gardens are heady 
with the scent of thousands of roses. The Costume 
Galleries are showing the Crown Jewels in dazzling 
replica, once again, and a dozen other stunning displays. 

Castle Howard is just 15 miles from York, off the 
A64, and it’s open every day. Grounds and cafeteria 
from llam. House and Costume Galleries 11.30 to 5pm. 
One ticket covers admission everywhere. Reduced rate 
for children and for coach parties booked in advance. 


Free meal for coach drivers. * 
Enquiries: The Comptroller, Castle Ps — 


Coneysthorpe 333. Howar 


For information please apply: 


West Wycombe Park Office, 
West Wycombe, Bucks. 
Telephone: 0494-24411 


ey 


14 ESPLANADE ROAD, PAIGNTON 
Licensed RAC Listed Fire Certificate | 
Central sea front position. Overlooking Festival Hall and harbour. 
Special terms for parties April, May, June, September, October. 
Winter Mini Weekend breaks. Central Heated. 


Lois and Mike Brown Telephone: (0803) 553107 


Paignton— Devon 


SAN REMO HOTEL 


A detached hotel situated in its own grounds, catering solely for 
coach parties up to 53 persons. Full or half board. Live entertain- 
ment. Cocktail Lounge— Colour T.V. Lounge. 

Coaches can park in hotel grounds. 

Alan and Lesley Wheeler | 
35 Totnes Road, Paignton. Telephone (0803) 557855 


Lansdowne Strand Hotel 
The Strand, Calne, Wilts. 
Centuries old, 14 bedroom, coaching inn in the 
heart of the Cotswolds. 

Full Licensed. 

Now taking bookings for 1982 coach parties. 


We cater for Breakfast, Coffee, Lunch, Tea, and 
Dinner, seating 80 + 60. Overnight stops. 


Driver Free. 
All enquires welcome. 


General Manager: Mr. P. E. R. Reeves. 
Telephone: Calne 812488 


Mount Wise NEWQUAY Cornwall | 
HOTEL ‘TANTALO’ 06373 3635 | 

| 

| 

| 


Fullv Licensed Free House 


Familiar with, welcomes and cater for requirements of Groups up to approx. 55 
with good and varied menus, flexible meal times, packed lunches, entertain- 
ment, party nights, disco, etc. 

Within easy reach of all towns amenties, entertainments, beaches, golf, etc. 
and on Town Circular Bus route. 


BERYLCOURTHOTEL Cliftonville — 


Lift to all rooms, sea front position, fully centrally heated, licensed 
tudor bar, games room, entertainment. 

Coach Driver FREE on parties over 42 persons. 
Full or half board, open Easter to October and Winter weekends. 


Proprietor: MAURICE & CAROLE JONES 
3-5 Ethelbert Crescent, Cliftonville, Kent. Tel: (0843) 21988 


ILFRACOMBE Tel: 0271 63976 


SOUTH LEIGH HOTEL 


Runnacleave Road, Ilfracombe, Devon. 
Licensed Family Owned Hotel 32 Bedrooms 
On Level to Sea Front, Harbour and Shops; Colour 


TV Lounge; Some Bedrooms on Ground Floor; 
Entertainment, Dancing, Bingo, Party Night. 


*Full Board, BBED, *Open Easter to October, *Ex- 
cellent Cuisine, * Fire Certificate, *Reduced Terms 
for Parties, *Organiser or Driver free. 


Residential Prop. for 15 years.ERIC & AUDREY DARCH 


WEYMOUTH, DORSET 


BEACHWAY HOTEL 
26-32 KIRTLETON AVENUE 


Residential Licence Full Fire Certificate 
PASSENGER LIFT TO BOTH FLOORS 


We specialise in senior citizen holidays, open all the year for coach 
party bookings up to 100. Coaches welcome throughout the 
year. Free holiday for organiser. Ample parking for coaches, two 
lounges, one with licensed bar, darts and piano. One with colour TV. 
Large dining room. Packed lunches for days out. Central heating in 
all bedrooms (Hot and Cold). Bedlights, razor points. Some ground 
gt ae available. Four mins. sea-front. Full board from £40.00 
+ ‘ 


Stamp only please for colour brochure to Mr. Skillman 
Telephone: Management: WEY 0305 786748 
or Visitors: WEY (0305) 74841 


Dunstone House Hotel 
Dunstone Park Road, PAIGNTON, Devon 
Telephone: (0803) 521555 or 557765 


LICENSED DETACHED HOTEL with PANORAMIC 
SEA VIEWS of all TORBAY. Large Coach/Car Park, 
Individial T.V.s and Electric Kettles in all rooms, etc., 
Central Heating. Weekly DANCE/PARTY Night. 
Excellent Food. Sumptuous Lounges. 
SPECIAL RATES 
FOR COACH PARTIES ALL SEASON 


* NOW TAKING BOOKINGS FOR 
CHRISTMAS 1982 « 


FOR THOSE LATE GROUP ENQUIRIES MAY WE INTRODUCE— 


MELLANVRANE HOTEL 


NEWQUAY, CORNWALL 


Set in 2% acres of lawns and gardens; Near all amenities; 

23 Well appointed bedrooms; Comfortable lounges; Cocktail Bar. 
BALLROOM : DANCING : ENTERTAINMENT. 

Fully Central Heated. Open all year ; — 


Games room: Pool, Darts etc. 


Introductory Rates for 1982 start at £57.00 to £86.00 in High Season, 


and are INCLUSIVE OF V.A.T. 


Personally managed and supervised by: 
Christine and Brian Lawrence. Telephone: (063-73-2593). 


A.A. 10 
LISTED 
LICENSED 


Evening Dinner, Room and Full English 
Breakfast. Full Board Terms on Request. 
ASHLEY COURTENAY RECOMMENDED 
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| VIENNA 
GROUP OF 
HOTELS 


158/160 Sutherland Avenue 
Maida Vale 
London W9 


2,000 Beds in 
Central London 


Rooms with/without 
private facilities 


Bars & Restaurants 


Coach Parties Welcome 


Contact: Peter Lowy (01) 286 5294 
Telex: 24923 


12 Kendrick Mews 
London SW7 3HG 
Tel: 01-589 2212/3/4 


london 
Handling 


Group Travel 


HOTEL 
ACCOMMODATION 
FOR GROUPS IN 
LONDON 


Price list from April 1, 1982. 


*£5.50 for Student Hotels 
*£10.00: for 2 Star Hotels with Bath/WC 
*£13.50 for 3 Star Hotels with Bath/WC 
*£14.50 for 4 Star Hotels with Bath/WC 


Continental Breakfast 
Minimum group size 30 


TELEPHONE TODAY 01-589 2212 


Telex: 269388 LONHAN G 


Prices are per person per night inclusive of VAT at 15% 


Driver free in 30 


ORGANISATION CARLO DE MERCURIO 


ONE PHONE NUMBER: (021) 27.15.21 


* *& & * HOTEL ROYAL SAVOY—LAUSANNE : 


* *& & * HOTEL AULAC—OUCHY/LAUSANNE : 


SWISS CHALET RESTAURANT—LAUSANNE : 


VOILE D'OR RESTAURANT—LAUSANNE : 


* *& & * HOTEL CENTRAL—RESIDENCE—LEYSIN : 


(4100 ft/altitude) 


*& *& & x HOTEL RHODANIA—VERBIER : 


(4900 ft/altitude) 


SCHLOSS LAUFEN RESTAURANT—DACHSEN : 


Attention: Marketing Manager 
ONE TELEX NUMBER: 25823 ocdm 


Set in its own beautiful park, offers 1st class cuisine 
and service. 


For a pleasant stay on the shores of 
Lake Geneva. 


Traditional Swiss cuisine and 
entertainment. 


The ‘Golden Sail’’ serves fish and international 
specialities in a wonderful lakeside setting.” 


Situated on a sunny terrace over-looking the Rhéne 
Valley, not far from Montreux. 
Open December—April and May— October. 


The perfect centre for skiers, hikers and nature lovers. 
- Open November—April and June—September. 


Located in the historic Laufen Castle, overlooking the 
Rhine Waterfall. 


“WE CAN FULFIL YOUR EVERY REQUEST” 
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© PAIGNTON—TORBAY * 


Stay at either of the two hotels below 
and be sure your party will book with 
you again next year. 

The hotels are on the level, in prime sea 
front positions, close to the centre of the 
town and all amenities. They are licensed, 
with central heating, radio/intercom, some 
ground floor and sea view bedrooms. 


We also have ample parking for your coach. 


ST. PETROX HOTEL 
Adelphi Road, Paignton, Devon. 
Tel: (0803) 551572 
Prop: Pamela Medlock 


ORCADES HOTEL 
Esplanade, Paignton, Devon. 
Tel: (0803) 550903 
Prop: Malcolm & Pat Millward 


SOCIAL, SING-A-LONG 
& BINGO NIGHTS ORGANISED 


English Lakes Hotels 


At the heart of the most 
beautiful corner of England. 


Low Wood with its % mile lake frontage, 62 acres, 
jetties, boat launching facilities and extensive coach 
park makes the ideal stopping place for luncheons, 
high teas, overnight accommodation or centred 
holidays for your parties. 


We have special arrangements with boating 
companies, steam railways, stately homes, museums 
and many other of the special attractions open to 
visitors to Lakeland. All these can be put together to 
make your party booking something special, 
something different. 


Why not contact Francisco Calle. Ask him all about it at 


LOW WOOD HOTEL 
WINDERMERE, CUMBRIA AA*** RAC 
Telephone: 096 63 3338 Telex: 65273 


Dunoon, Arayll Geedond 
AUCHAMORE HOTEL 


(Props. Margaret & Bill Fraser) 


A family hotel, catering for all types of Coach Parties. 
Particularly Senior Citizens. 

We have a few dates available for 1982 in 
MAY, JULY, AUGUST 
SEPTEMBER and OCTOBER 
(At greatly reduced rates) 
Entertainment most evenings. 

H & C in bedrooms. Central heating. 
Bedrooms on ground and first floor. 
LICENSED 
Telephone: 0369 2524 or 4262 


THE SOUTHSEA SHOW 
1982 
AUGUST 6, 7 and 8 


COACH PARTY ORGANISERS TO 
CONTACT LEISURE SERVICES DEPT FOR 
CONCESSIONARY RATES 


Full details from: 
Department of Leisure Services 
Guildhall, Portsmouth 
Telephone: Portsmouth 834146 
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LAKE DISTRICT 


THE GRANGE HOTEL 


GRANGE-OVER-SANDS, CUMBRIA 
Tel: 04484-3666 Telex: 65294 Grange Hotel 


The hotel on the sunny side of the Lake District. A.A. 
R.A.C. Fully Licensed. 35 bedrooms, 22 with private 
bath/shower, T.V. etc. Dining Room to seat 100. 
Special DBB rates for coach operators. Ideal centre 
for the Lakes and Yorkshire Dales. Own grounds (with 
ample parking) overlooking Morecambe Bay. Please 
write, telephone or telex Peter Brown, Proprietor. 

For brochure and party catering leaflets. 


LAKE DISTRICT 


Let ELTAS help you find overnight accommodation or meal stops in the Lake 
District. Itineraries suggested and arranged. We live in the area and so know it 
and its hotels well. Please write, telephone or telex your enquiries to: 


ENGLISH LAKES TOURS ACCOMMODATION SERVICE 
Room 2, Grange Hotel, Grange over Sands, Cumbria | 
Telephone: 04484-3666 Telex: 65294 ELTAS | 


EDINBURGH WEST END | 


Rothesay Hotel Licensed 


EDINBURGH (WEST END), 7-9 ROTHESAY PLACE 5 minutes to centre of 
city, 50 bedrooms, some with private bathrooms, telephone in all rooms and 
other modern conveniences. Lift to all floors. Excellent cuisine, personal 
supervision. Bus parties Spring and Autumn for elderly people. Full Board 
High Season parties subject to arrangement. | 


Apply resident manager: Telephone: 031-225 4125/6 
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(0582) 
- 24-h i 
COACH & TRAVEL GROUP 387-397 Dunstable Road, Luton est aes 


Maulden Road, Flitwick, All sizes Flitwick 
SEAMARKS Suntateh Feces, 54191 (10 lines) 
All size coaches 
Beds. LIMITED 


O 
| te I ¢€e nm t nol Tavistock Street, Dunstable All sizes (0582) 64331 
and at Luton Airport i Telex: 826342 


and executives 


COACHES (Dunstable) 


41-57 


SMITHS obi ed tind a 


Birmingham, B11 1AQ 45-53 seaters After Hours 


Imperial Coaches (05643-3169) 


Mallard Road, All sizes and 
Bournemouth Transport Boomenenit BH SPR Sieh Fou Gises (0202) 522661 
Bournemouth 
SHAMROCK & RAMBLER 77 Holdenhurst Road 27-57 (0202) 27616 
WT 4 ( 1910 Blatchi (0908) 72952 
C\ { | MESHES NEY PIerchiey ' Leighton Buzzard 
| USS FO) 18 Market Square, (pila . 372743 


COACHES (Milton Keynes) Leighton Buzzard Telex: 826342 


SUPREME Tra pl 303 London Road, Boies 
v Hadleigh, Benfleet, SS7 2BN Telex: 995966 
The Garage, Downham Road 


Ramsden Heath, (0268) 710551 
| Billericay, (037-44) 61721 


Essex. 


42-52 Benfleet Road, F Southend 555871 
National Travel (South West) Ltd., 
»>) BLACK & WHITE — Stn., St. Margarets Road, 45-57 seaters (0242) 38331 
heltenham 


Sun Garage, 
Ai BISS BROS. Sheed Staidiort an 


are ame 
541 
Liteantrel cen Stevenage 54128 


COACHES (North Star) 


Birmingham 


aX THE CAR AND COMMERCIAL tk 
24hr roadside assistance RECOVERY COMPANY U.K. & Continental 


and recovery service. Towing. 
THE OLD POTATO MARKET - YORK WAY - LONDON N1 


01-278-0898/7053 


Association of Vehicle cae oe ES 
Recovery Operators COACH AND COMMERCIAL VEHICLE SPECIALISTS Rescucm 44 
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COACH CHARTER AND HIRE (continued) 


203 Ormskirk Road, Newtown, Wigan. 12, 20, 25, 29 43672 & 38422 
HIGHFIELD MINI COACH Jubilee Garage, Frith Street, seaters and 25 41349 (Radio _ 
HIRE Wallgate, Wigan. seater Executives S. Lancs. 72299) 


O Wards End, Loughborough, All sizes (0509) 31067 
tall ¢€e ni roll and at East Midland Airport Me Recovery (05093) 63552 
ervice 


70 London Road, 
Coalville, Leics. 


(0530) 39891 
Telex: 826342 


COACHES (Housden Caldwell) 


HOWLETT'S 


(a TRICENTROL Company) 


All sizes 


94 Barrow Road, Quorn, 
Nr. Loughborough 


(0509) 414042 
Telex: 826342 


All sizes 
and Executives 


Lindon GREY-GREEN 
dias COACHES 


53 Stamford Hill, N16 5TD 
Telex: 262950 


01-800 8010 


Leyton Road, Temple Mill Lane, 
Stratford, E.15 


222 Barking Road, 29 to 53 seaters 
97 Barking Road, 
—e ate yes ame | op agence 


GALLEON COACHES LTD. 


01-534 4037/8/9 


London 
(East) 


LACEY’S COACHES 


POPuLAR COACHES LTD. 


London THAM ESM EAD 295 Plumstead High Street, 12-57 seaters pie - 
(South-East) COACH ES & TRAVEL Plumstead, London, SE18 1JX & Executives Telex: 28422 


(01-571) 3271 


haba FOX’S OF HAYES Head Office: AA (01-574) 3333 
eatherstone Road, sizes : 
he LUXURY COACHES Southall, Middlesex Staines S40GS 


Staines (81) 50793 
after hours 


National Travel (London) Ltd., 


> NATIONAL TRAVEL Victoria Coach Station and 
191 Rushey Green, Catford. 


Cheltenham Street Coach Station, 17, 29, 45, 53, 


Executives and 
All size coaches 


London 


Fieldsends Travel 


Manchester 


bien i 20, = 2s 45 061 723 2665 
ater Street 061 723 3187 
a B. TATLOCK & SON LTD. Radcliffe, Plus eae 061 747 8229 


Manchester Coach (evenings) 
Spencers Lane, . 
WINGATES TOURS i f ert ketes 081 Ba on 
iverpool. 


e 
1 St. Peter's Street, " Nottingham 
Ski Ils Group Radford, Nottingham <—— 784645 


Staffs P. ST ooeke a 41-53 seaters ( 84 

. STODDARD & SONS LTD.) Cheadle, & Execlithves 053 84) 2253 3142 
Stoke-on-Trent 

Coaches Brighton 


Southdown Motor Services Limited | 
Sussex and East : | 44-53 seats 
Hampshire Ss re) U T font Dp Ow wy > Southdown House, Freshfield Road, Buses 35-74 seats (0273) 606711 


Brighton BN2 2BW. including Open-Top Telex: 87458 


North GOLD STAR P.O. Box 5, Rhyl ease pe ) 
ini TRAVEL : HOLIDAYS - COACHES  eiianeeaiaciie 
The South Wales Transport Co. Ltd., 
South Ss @ ] U T ial WA L E s >» Quadrant Bus Station Offices Various sizes (0792) 55116 
Wales a NATIONAL bus company 1, Plymouth Street, Swansea SA1 30F 
G & G COACHES Althrorpe Street, (0926) 24800 
(LEAMINGTON) LTD. Leamington Spa, Warwicks 


elle “Volvo's” including 


Yorkshire Vo LVOVERLAND i 4 Executive with toilet & baled 


Wakefield, WF3 3BH refreshment facilities 
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COACH CHARTER AND HIRE (continued) 
FOUNTAIN COACHES | 32/%h Sv, Cowes, on Al sizes 


MOSS MOTOR TOURS pie ea Bane“ ari (0983) 402214 
(INDEPENDENT) 
Isle of Wight Seaview Services ap ae lags Seaview Seaview 3100 
(INDEPENDENT) ‘ 


faeries [me | | 


WEST WIGHT BUS 


COMPANY ia 1 
(INDEPENDENT OPERATOR) 


Strathclyde GRANGEBURN 353/359 Craignuek Street, 45.53 63961 (Day) 
Scotland co ACHES Motherwell, Strathclyde. Seaters 62277 (Evening) 


COACH CHARTER AND HIRE 
ADVERTISEMENTS 


COST PER INSERTION 
£10.00 per 17 mm (approx. %in) deep line and £5.50 per 9 mm (approx. ‘%in) 
deep line per month. 


Minimum period is six consecutive issues payable in advance. 


MORE BOOKINGS 


If your coaches have video 
equipment, each coach is 
a potential booking office! 


Kak kkk kkk kk kkk kkk kkk KK 
A WARM WELCOME AWAITS YOU AT THE 


Cors-y-Gedol Hotel 


Telephone: Barmouth (0341) 280402 


& 


VIDEOCRAFT & MEDIA MUSIC 
WILL SHOW YOU HOW— 


FREE OF CHARGE! 


We guarantee you'll like 
what you see, because 


* IT SELLS YOUR HOLIDAYS 
* IT ENHANCES YOUR STATUS 
* PEOPLE REMEMBER YOU 


Let us send you our demonstration videofilm 
to view at your leisure. 


Beautiful bedrooms all with colour T.V., 
radio, baby alarm, tea and coffee facilities 
and central heating. 

* Private coach/car park, lift, entertainment, 
sauna and solarium, three lounges, 3 bars. 
* Superb beaches, sea views, magnificent 
mountains, marvellous Mawddach Estuary, 
delightful harbour. 

* Hotel and surroundings suitable for senior 
citizens and the disabled. 

* Excellent centre for touring this very 
beautiful part of Wales. 


me Now taking bookings for Christmas &. 
A.A. BARMOUTH. WALES Ff 4c. 


where the mountains come down to the sea 
mmm KK KKK KKK kK 


Just contact:- 


Videocraft Marketing Productions Ltd., 
22 Church Road, Lilleshall, Shropshire, 
TF10 SHE. Phone: Telford 604677. 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee a a ee ee ee ee eee 
a 
eee ee ee See eee ee ee eee eeeeeeeeeeeeee es: 
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COACH RETRIM SPECIALISTS 


Have your seat retrimmed and restyled by experts. This year’s moquette patterns available. 
Quotations on request. If you have a coach coming to Blackpool which has a few torn 
seats, we will endeavour to repair or retrim them in the same day. Just ring us at 
BLACKPOOL 66762 and ask for Bob Taylor. We know our prices and quality are right, so 
give us the opportunity to prove it! 


We also receive from our supplier some moquette seconds and would be pleased to 
quote for them when available. 


BLACKPOOL TRIM SHOPS LTD. 
BRUN GROVE, OFF ANSDELL ROAD, BLACKPOOL FY1 5EE. 
Telephone: 0253-66762 


HEADREST LUXURY HEADREST COVERS 
PVC:- Envelope Type, Hood Type:- Comfor- 
table soft white PVC. Passenger seat hygiene 
COVERS and protection with that added interior finish. 
Binding to match colour schemes. Printing extra. 


Stretch Nylon:- In gold, mustard, blue, maroon, 


HOOD TYPE PVC e CHOICE OF COLOUR red, dark brown and white—easily washed. Em- 
BINDING STRETCH NYLON broidery or printed—extra. Free samples on re- 
| quest. 
| V. C. WHEATFILL DUST COVERS LIMITED 
HALLAM STREET MILL, HEAVILEY, 
GS MEADWAY, BAGG, Meat Deo Se STOCKPORT, CHESHIRE, siz Pr. 


Jlaphens: 01-440 1579 Telephone: 061/480-5259 and 061/480-5250 


ROBIN HOOD VEHICLE BUILDERS LID 


THE ‘ROBIIT 


SWINARDS of Kent, three vehicles 
TAPPINS of Oxford, 

BUDDENS of Romsey, 

ANGEL MOTORS of Tottenham two 
vehicles. 

The names of just a few of the operators who 
have taken delivery of the ‘‘ROBIN” 19 or 21 
seater midi-coaches recently. The Mercedes 
508D based ‘’ROBIN” offers the best value 
for money in the midi-coach market. 


ROBIN HOOD VEHICLE BUILDERS, 
16 Botley Road, Park Gate, Southampton. 
Telephone: (048 95) 2935 or 83280. 
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THE UNDISPUTED COACH OPERATORS DEALER 
WE INVITE YOU TO COMPARE OUR FANTASTIC DISCOUNTS 


Due to our forward ordering policy YEATES have the answer to your delivery problems. 


IMMEDIATE DELIVERY: 1982 Bodies—again at substantial Discounts. 


In fact certain of these new models are cheaper than some dealers are advertising their 
USED 1980 Coaches—FULL DETAILS ON REQUEST. 


BEDFORD PUK 29 seats. Plaxton Supreme IV Coach. BEDFORD YNT 53 seats. Duple Dominant I Coach. 

BEDFORD YNT 53 seats. Plaxton Supreme V Coach. BEDFORD YNT 53 seats. Duple Dominant IV Coach. 

VOLVO B10M 12m Plaxton Viewmaster GT bodies with full specification. FORD R1114 53 seats. Duple Dominant II Coach. 

VOLVO B10M 11m Plaxton Supreme V GT Coach. VOLVO B10M ZF/Air 12m. 57 seats. Duple Dominant IV Coach. 
VOLVO B10M 12m Plaxton Supreme V GT Coach. LEYLAND TIGER ZF 12m. 57 seats. Duple Dominant II Coach. 
LEYLAND TIGER ZF 12m. 57 seats. Plaxton Supreme Coach. BRISTOL LHS 35 seats. Duple Dominant | Coach. 

DAF MB 12m. 57 seats. Plaxton Supreme V Coach FORD TRANSIT W.S.Y. 12 seats PSV Diesel/Overdrive. 

DAF R/E 12m. 57 seats. Plaxton Supreme IV GT Coach. 


We invite you to contact the experts for ‘ON THE SPOT’ transactions. Part Exchange or Discount. 


LIST OF SECOND-HAND COACHES 


BEDFORD YMT Duple Dominant 53 seater. Blue and Yellow 


(SeptW.Reg.) BEDFORD YMT Duple Dom. 53 seater. White/Orange/ Yellow 


FORD R1114 Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Red, White and Blue 
BEDFORD YMT Duple Dominant 53 seater. Beige and Brown 
BEDFORD YMT Van Hool 53 seater. White, Orange and Yellow 
BEDFORD YMT Duple Dominant 53 seater. Red and Cream 
BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Maroon and Met. Blue 
BEDFORD PJK Duple Dominant 29 seater. Orange and White 
FORD R1014 Duple Dominant 45 seater. Black and White 

FORD R1114 Estoril 53 seater. Blue and White 

LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Cream and Blue 
BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Red and Cream . . 
BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Red and Blue 
BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Blue, Orange and White 
BEDFORD YMT Estoril 53 seater. White and Gold 

FORD R1014 Duple Dominant 45 seater. Tan and Cream 

FORD R1114 Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. White, Yellow and Orange 
FORD R1114 Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Duo Green ‘ 

FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Blue, Grey and Pink 

FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Tan and Cream 

FORD R1114 Plaxton Supreme 49 seater. Green and Fawn 

FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Grey, Yellow and Orange 
FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Ivory and Red 

FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Blue and Cream 

FORD R1114 Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Red and Beige 

FORD R1014 Duple Dominant 45 seater. White and Gold 

BEDFORD YRT Duple Dominant 53 seater. Cream and Orange 
FORD TRANSIT (Petrol) Deansgate Red Rose 17 seater. Cream and Orange 
BEDFORD YRQ Plaxton Supreme 45 seater. Cream and Red 
BEDFORD YRQ Duple Dominant 45 seater. Grey and Black 
BEDFORD YRQ Duple Dominant 45 seater. White 

BEDFORD YRQ Plaxton Panorama Elite 45 seater. Green and Cream 
BEDFORD YRT Duple Dominant 53 seater. Cream, Blue and Orange 
BEDFORD YRT Duple Dominant 53 seater. Brown 

BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Panorama Elite 53 seater. White, Yellow and Brown 
BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Panorama Elite 53 seater. Black and Gold 
FORD R1114 Plaxton Panorama Elite 53 seater. Blue and White 
FORD R1114 Plaxton Panorama Elite 53 seater. Cream and Brown 


FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Blue and Cream 
FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Maroon and Cream 
VOLVO B58 Plaxton Supreme 53 seater. Black 
AEC 760 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Duo Blue 

LEYLAND LEOPARD Willowbrook 55 seater. Blue and White 
AEC 760 Plaxton Supreme 51 seater. Green and Cream 
LEYLAND LEOPARD Plaxton Supreme 57 seater. Cream and Blue . 


NO GIMMICKS—SPECIAL PRICED COACHES 
OUTSTANDING VALUE EVEN BY OUR STANDARDS 


BEDFORD YRQ Duple Dominant 45 seater. Black and White . 
FORD TRANSIT (diesel) Strachan 16 seater. Blue 5 
BEDFORD YRQ Duple Dominant 45 seater. Red, White and Blue 
BEDFORD YRQ Plaxton Panorama Elite 45 seater. Red, Cream and Gold 
BEDFORD YRQ Duple 45 seater. Orange and Cream 

BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Panorama Elite 53 seater. Red and Blue 
BEDFORD YRT Duple Dominant 53 seater. Ivory, Red and Blue 
BEDFORD YRT Estoril 53 seater. Cream and Black ‘ 
FORD R1014 Plaxton Panorama 45 seater. White 5 

FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 47 ‘E’ type seater. White, Red and Blue 
FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater. White, Red and Blue 
FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Blue and White 

FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Cream and Red 

FORD R1114 Plaxton Panorama Elite 53 seater. Blue and Cream 
LEYLAND LEOPARD Willowbrook 53 seater. Red and White. . . 
AEC 505 Plaxton Panorama 49 seater. Cream and Blue 

VOLVO B58 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Cream and Brown 

BMC 250 JU 12 seater. Blue 

BEDFORD YRT Lisboa 53 seater. White, Yellow and Brown 
FORD R192 Plaxton Panorama 45 seater. White and Yellow 
FORD R1014 Duple Dominant 45 seater. Cream and Red 

FORD R1014 Plaxton Panorama 45 seater. White and Orange 
FORD R1114 Plaxton Panorama Elite 53 seater. Cream and Black 
FORD R226 Duple Dominant 53 seater. Maroon and Red 
SEDDON DUPLE Viceroy 57 seater. Green and White . . 
FORD TRANSIT (petrol) Deansgate 12 seater. Yellow and White 
BEDFORD YRQ Duple Viceroy 45 seater. Cream and Red 
BEDFORD SB5 Duple Vega 41 seater. Cream and Blue . 


TRADE DESCRIPTION ACT: We have inserted the year of registration against the coaches we offer. This does not necessarily mean the model or year of manufacture. 


‘Service in Action’ 


Yeates’ unequalled Service Facilities are ‘at your Service’. Our Specialist Coachworks and chassis Workshops are equipped for FAST and EFFICIENT Service. 

Whatever your requirements—routine Service, guarantee work, major overhaul, Certification, full accident repair work, replacement screens, trimming, 

resprays—you will find the Service you need at YEATES OF LOUGHBOROUGH. 

FOR SWIFT, EFFICIENT AND COURTEOUS SERVICE Please Phone: COACHWORKS 

REPAIRS: Benny Robinson, Loughborough (0509) 217777 CHASSIS 

PARTS: Malcolm Stevenson, Loughborough (0509) 217777 REPAIRS: Terry Davies, Loughborough (0509) 217777 

EMERGENCY PARTS: Malcolm Stevenson, Shepshed (05095) 2014 PARTS: Alex Connell, Loughborough (0509) 217777 

EMERGENCY SCREEN SERVICE ONLY: Loughborough (0509) 842154 or EMERGENCY PARTS: Alex Connell, Leicester (0533) 737831 

Derby (0332) 811002 or Loughborough (0509) 217494 BREAKDOWN/RECOVERY: EMERGENCY SERVICE ONLY 
Loughborough (0509) 217527 


All the above service facilities are available for our friends in the South. Please phone Ernie Waterman on: Salisbury 710666. 


YEATES OF LOUGHBOROUGH-— Loughborough (0509) 217777. 


EAST ANGLIA & EAST MIDLANDS SOUTH WALES & GLOS. 

Dennis Brown, Quorn (0509) 42897 Colin Kedward, Tredegar (049525) 3909 
WEST MIDLANDS & NORTH WALES NORTH WEST ENGLAND 

Brian Proud, Lichfield (05432) 56792 Greg Jones, Atheston (0942) 892476 
NOTTS & DERBY YORKS & HUMBERSIDE 

Loughborough (0509) 217777 Frank Bloom, Scarborough (0723) 583247 


YEATES IN SCOTLAND—Area Manager, Dan Connor, Edinburgh (031-339) 3887, 


WS. YEATES 


Derby Road, Loughborough, Leics. Phone: STD 0509 217777 Telex: 34310 


YEATES IN THE SOUTH-- General Manager, 
Ernie Waterman, Salisbury (0722) 710666 


SOUTH WEST 

Salisbury (0722) 710666 

HOME & SOUTH EASTERN COUNTIES 
David Waterman, Liss (073082) 2802 
LONDON, KENT & ESSEX 

Roger O'Dell, Newmarket (0638) 4571 


LIMITED 


COACHING JOURNAL MAY 1982 65 


TRICENTROL 
PSV SALES LTD. 


NEW TRANSITS 
UNIBUS 12 standard and luxury with petrol, or diesel 
engines, most models available for immediate delivery. 
Enquire about our 5% HP interest terms. 
TRANSIT 160 Dormobile 16 seater diesel with over- 
drive. 
TRANSIT 160 Dormobile 16 seater petrol, available 
shortly. 
TRANSIT 120 Dormobile 12 seater petrol. 


USED MINIBUSES 
1981 BEDFORD CF 12 seater petrol engine. 
1980 FIAT Daily 12 seater diesel engine. 
1980 FORD Dormobile 16 seater, petrol engine. 
1979 FORD Reebur 17 seater diesel engine. 
1978 FORD Transit 12 seater petrol engine. 
1977 FORD Transit 12 seater s.w.b. diesel engine. 
1976 COMMER 12 seater diesel engine. 


Part exchanges welcome. 


TRICENTROL PSV SALES LTD. 


The Packhorse Garage, Kensworth, Nr. Dunstable, 
Beds. LU6 3QU. Phone: Dunstable (0582) 605321. 


Ensignbus 


Sole UK Concessionaires for 
PADANE and BERKHOF 
luxury coachwork. 
Demonstrators available. Volvo 
B10M and Leyland Tiger chassis. 


Also a good selection 
Leyland/Bristol Semi Coaches and 
Service Buses 


A large choice of Double Deckers 
1974-1976 Daimler Fleetlines 
77 seats at sensible prices. 


ENSIGN BUS CO. LTD. 
Arterial Road (A13), Purfleet, 
Essex RM16 1TB 
Phone: Purfleet (04026) 5656 
After Hours: Southend-on-Sea 
(0702) 32899 
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CAMFORD 
P.S.V. CENTRE 


Camford Way, Sundon Park, 
Telephone: Luton 599911 


VAT Reg..No. 197-8595-81 


*COMMERCIAL M.0O.T. PREPARATION, 
SERVICING & MAINTENANCE 


*AUTHORISED P.S.V. TESTING 
STATION (No. N1032) 


*COACH & COMMERCIAL 
BODY REPAIRS 


*CRASH REPAIRS & 
PAINTING SPECIALISTS 


*BREAKDOWN & RECOVERY 
SERVICE 


Coach Sales 


STOCK LIST 


1980 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant II, 53 seats £23,500 
1979 BEDFORD YMT Plaxton Supreme IV, 53 seats £20,500 
1978 FORD R1114 Plaxton Supreme IV, 53 seats... £17,000 
1978 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant II, 53 seats £16,500 
1977 FORD Diesel Transit, 16 seats £7,250 
1974 BEDFORD PUK Plaxton, 29 seats £7,750 
1973 BEDFORD YRQ Duple Express, 45 seats £6,500 


Offers Invited 


1971 SEDDON V8 Plaxton, 49 seats. 
1966 BEDFORD VAL 14 Plaxton, 53 seats. 


HP ARRANGED PART EXCHANGE CONSIDERED 


PHONE: 0582 599911 EVENINGS 0858 32325 
JOHN BASS 
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Immediately available from our large stock of high quality used coaches: 
CHOICE OF TEN LEYLAND LEOPARD-— Various years and specifications 


1981 FORD R1114 53 seat Plaxton, All usual extras, 
exterior white/maroon, int. red. Choice of two. 
1980/79 FORD R1114 53 seat Duple or Plaxton 
coaches. Choice of four. 

1978 FORD R1114 53 seat Duple Dominant Il. All 
usual extras. Choice of two. 

1977 FORD R1114 53 seat Plaxton Supreme. All usual 
extras. 

1980 BEDFORD VAS 29 seat Plaxton Supreme, 
radio/pa. 


1980 BEDFORD YMT 53 seat Plaxton Supreme IV. 
White and maroon, with red interior. 

1979 BEDFORD YMT 53 seat Plaxton or Duple 
coaches. Choice of three. 

1979 AEC 760 11 metre Plaxton Supreme IV, Duple 
Dominant II, every extra. Choice of two. 

1979 VOLVO B58 12 metre Plaxton, 50 reclining 
seats, many extras. Choice of two. 

1979 (V) VOLVO B58 11m. Duple Dominant II, 53 
seats. All extras. 


* NEW LUXURY FORD AND VOLVO COACHES EX-STOCK x 


STANLEY HUGHES (HOLDINGS) LTD. 
P.O. Box 8. Lodge Garage, Whitehall Road West, 
Gomersal, Cleckheaton, West Yorkshire. BD19 4BUJ. 
1 mile from exit 26, M62—on A58 to Leeds. 


Telex: 51161 SHHG 
After Hours: 0532 843463 
0274 670764 


TELEPHONE: 
BRADFORD 
(0274) 681144 


Key people/Addresses/Phone Numbers/Fleets 


—all here in 


WwW 


Please send 


OS 


1982 
in the bus industry 


To: Travel & Transport Ltd, 122 Newgate Street, London EC1A 7AD 


copies of WHO’S WHO IN THE BUS INDUSTRY 


1982 at £1.50 per copy (post free). Cash with order. 


Last year’s 
sold out fast! 
Order your 
copy now 


Remittance must accompany this order. Cheques payable to 
Travel & Transport Ltd. 
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THE 12 TON FLEETLIFTER 

Sco She: gripe . 

MOBILE VEHICLE LIFTS | Aat| a | 
SCOT LIFT ARE DESIGNED TO THE KNOWN 
REQUIREMENTS OF PASSENGER TRANSPORT 
AUTHORITIES, COACH, AND FLEET ENGINEERS. 
SCOT LIFT IS AT PRESENT BEING PRODUCED TO 
20 AND 16 TONNES CAPACITY, AND NOW THE 
12 TON FLEETLIFTER |S IN FULL PRODUCTION. 


SELF CENTERING CARRIAGE 
ADJUSTABLE FORKS 

TYRE SIZES 14” UP TO 22.50” = 
THE PRICE £5,950. /E¥ 


* IMPROVED DESIGN, HEAVY DUTY CONSTRUCTION 
* EASY CONTROLS (24v). LOW MAINTENANCE 

* PROVEN SYSTEM OF LIFTING. SAFETY FEATURES 
* AT A PRICE YOU CANNOT AFFORD TO MISS. 


SCOTTISH WORKS. MIDLANDS OFFICE. 
Bridgend, WN BW Unit 18, 

Kinross, Lye Valley Industrial Estate, 
Scotland KY13 7EN VAtbN Bromley Street, 

Tel: 0577-62564 Lye, Stourbridge. 

Telex: 76429 BUY BRITISH Tel: 038482-7730 


RELIABILITY WITH FIRST CLASS AFTER SALES SERVICE. 


D. C. WOODHEAD COACH SEAT 
& PARTNERS LTD. |. UPHOLSTERY 
FRIEDMANN & MAIER FUEL | 
INJECTION EQUIPMENT IN THE | | | Ss O 
of | BELLSTOCK... 
| now offer a complete coach upholstery 
Repairs | system under the trade name of TRIMFIT. 
Reconditioning | Any type of seat can be fitted by one of 
Service Exchange Fuel pumps ' our systems. Every cover is tailored to 
Spares ensure a_ perfect fit, but remains 
New and Reconditioned Fuel Pumps _ removable for annual cleaning or transfer 
Warranty Claims to other vehicles (not stretch covers). A 
Visits by Field Service Engineers 53-seater coach can be fitted in a day with 
Training Courses our self-installation upholstery. For 
Modifications and updating | | quotations, samples and __ further 
Conversions _ information please contact Bill Giddins, 
Contact: | Mick Williams, at 
& PARTNERS LTD., | Corah House, Aumberry Gap, 
P.O. Box 20, Pudsey, } | | Pinfold Gate, Loughborough, 
West Yorks. LS28 7XT. | Leics. 
Telephone: 0532 572275 
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Win 7 Days 
in The States 


First Prize................. 

From now until May 15th, buy a 
second hand coach and complete a 
simple competition and you could win 
a 7 day fly drive holiday in America. 


For the Runner-up........... 
Win a week in picturesque Looe in an 
all electric 4-berth caravan. 


Third Place Consolation Prize......... 
A combined mini television, tape 
cassette and radio player. 


Competition to be judged by 
Mr Ralf Lewis, Chief Mechanical 


Engineer for the West Midlands Traffic 
Area. 


a 


Don Everall 
PSV SALES LTD 


The Coach Specialists 


FORD PSV DISTRIBUTORS for 
THE MIDLANDS AND WALES 


NEW FORD PLAXTON 53 seater coaches. For early delivery. 

NEW FORD Dormobile 16 seater, diesel with overdrive. For early 
delivery. 

NEW FORD diese! overdrive PSV 12 seater minibus available for im- 
mediate delivery. 


1980 FORD R1114 Plaxton Supreme 53 seater coach, cream exterior, 
red moquette, p.a., Telma retarder £29,750 
1979 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant, 53 seater coach, two tone green, 
exterior red, orange moquette 

1979 (Oct.) FORD R1114 Duple Dominant I! 53 seater coach white ex- 
terior, red/orange moquette, Telma retarder 

1979 FORD Transit Diesel, overdrive, Dormobile 16 seater PSV 
minibus, white exterior, black PVC 

1978 (Aug.) BEDFORD YMT Van Hool 53 seater coach white/blue ex- 
terior, red moquette 

1978 BEDFORD YMT Duple Dominant II 53 seater coach, green white 
exterior, brown stripe moquette, grant power door £20,000 
1977 FORD R1114 Plaxton Supreme 53 seater coach, maroon white ex- 
terior, red/orange moquette £17,000 
1977 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater coach red/cream exterior, 
brown moquette radio and pa, 6-speed gearbox 

1977 FORD Transit Diesel PSV 12 seater minibus 

1976 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater coach, red/cream ex- 
terior, red moquette 

1976 (Aug.) FORD R1014 Plaxton 45 seater, red/pink exterior, red mo- 
quette, grant power door £12,000 
1975 FORD R1114 Caetano 53 seater coach, white/green exterior, blue 
moquette, power door 

1975 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater coach blue white exterior, 
red/orange moquette, radio and pa £11,500 
1975 FORD R1114 Plaxton Elite 53 seater coach, black/cream exterior, 
bronze moquette £11,500 
1974 FORD R1114 Plaxton 53 seater coach, white/yellow exterior, 
yellow moquette, Telma retarder 

1974 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant 53 seater, white exterior, red mo- 
quette, radio/pa, power door 

1974 BEDFORD YRT Duple Dominant 53 seater coach, white and 
orange exterior, yellow moquette 

1973 BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Elite 53 seater Coach. Green/cream ex- 
terior. Red moquette. Telma Retarder 

1972 FORD R1114 Duple Viceroy 53 seater coach white exterior, 
orange/red moquette, power door 

WIDE SELECTION of pre 1972 53 and 45 seater coaches available 
at attractive prices. 


TRADE DESCRIPTIONS ACT: the date advertised denotes the year of first 
registration not necessarily the Model or the year manufactured. 


SERVICE AND PARTS 
P.S.V. Body Repairs, Screen Replacement Service, Coach Painting and 
Contact: Terry Matthews. 
Comprehensive Range of Plaxton/Duple/Van Hool Parts: 
Contact: Alan Hill. 
P.S.V. Mechanical Repairs....Contact: John Gemmell. 


Comprehensive Range of Ford Parts: 
Contact: Jeff Batchelor or Ron Davies. 


SMITH’S TACHOGRAPH INSTALLATION & CALIBRATION CENTRE 
PSV & D.o.E. TESTING STATION. 


BILSTON ROAD WOLVERHAMPTON PHONE (0902) 51515 


Allen & 
Douglas 


Headrest Covers—Stretch Nylon 


Plain Headrests—all colours and styles 80p 
Panelled Headrests, all colours and styles 


NEW 


Beautifully tailored Continental Seersucker 

headrest covers: 

All styles; MAN, Jonckheere, Duple, Plaxton etc. 
Available cream and white only Cost £1.50p each 


CURTAINS 
Full Draw all colours and styles 
Decorative all colours and styles 


£158.00p 
£92.00p 


Colour swatches and samples available upon request for 
all the above goods. 


Prices for above only apply to orders with cash and are 
subject to VAT and carriage. 


ALLEN & DOUGLAS 


2 BROAD STREET, BANBURY, OXON, OX16 8BN 
Telephone: (0295) 54366/62063 


For coach insurance 
contact the specialists 


CHAPMAN 


STEVENS 


(INSURANCE BROKERS) LTD. 


AshTree House, The Green, 
Wooburn Green, Bucks., HP10 OEE 
Tel: Bourne End 25037 (STD 06285) 
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NEW &USED 12 to 21seat PSV's by 
WILLIAMS MOTOR CoO. 
(MANCHESTER) LTO. Deansgate Sales Division 
336 WILMSLOW ROAD. MANCHESTER M14 6XQ. 
Tel:061-224 3244 24 hour telephone answering service Telex:668471 


SHAW & KILBURN | 


LTD. 


Two Waters Road, 
Hemel Hempstead, Herts. 


NEW COACHES. Bedford, Duple, Plaxtons, 
usually available. USED COACHES. Selection 
of used coaches always in stock. 


Phone: Tony Redford 
HEMEL HEMPSTEAD 51212 


Photo: John Taylor 


TRAVELWELL 


Coach and Commercial 
Service Limited 
Camford Way, Sundon Park, Luton 
Telephone: 0582-599911 


WE CAN REPAINT YOUR 
COACH FOR £500 


PLUS PAINT 


Body Repair Estimates Given Free 
Pre-Annual MOT inspections, chassis, steam 
cleaned and silvered. All Types of chassis and 

bodywork undertaken. 
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ISO NTE 


NEW & USED COACH SELECTION 


Bova Integrals— Ford R1114 Moseley ‘Alpha’ —Fiat 60F10. Moseley ‘Beja’ —DAF MB Moseley ‘Alpha GT’ =Ford A0609. Moseley.‘Faro 
III'—Van Hool ‘Acron’ Executives—DAF MB. Van Hool ‘Alizee H’'—DAF.MB Plaxton “Supreme’—Ford R1114. )Plaxton 
‘Supreme’ — Bedford YMP Plaxton ‘Supreme’. 


1980 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant II (53). All red . ae >) teeegeeaeoe ey. =. Peete ee. ee bee 
1980 BEDFORD YLO Plaxton Supreme (45). Red/ivory/ gold .2 ...) LEAL . eee  o. ee).. )s eee eee 9en 
1979 (Aug.) VOLVO:B58 12M Alpha (53). Yellow/black/raég, .. “vie «gg. . en 
1979 VOLVO B58 12M Duple Dominant (57). lvory/red/ yellow. we coeds (ee me ere een), | SORE re secre 
1979 VOLVO B58 12M Plaxton Supreme IV (57). oy Tea 2n0e! red pa.) PR. aha fhe eee Bee. Se a 000 
1979 AEC RELIANCE Duple Dominant II (53), Blue/grey PP ; > gaa 
1979 BEDFORD YMT Duple Dominant II (53). Ivory/blue/orange co. oe 3 eee =... er, 
1979 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant I! (53)... lvory/green ...... Ff eer &.. = 3 
1979 FORD R1114 Estoril II (53). lvory/brown Ce oe eae... i elo 
1979 FORD R1114 Estoril Il (53). lvory/red.. . . tet ee. RN Te. eR ee 00 
1979 BEDFORD YLQO Plaxton Supreme (45). Blue/ivory/orange- 1. cei Ug tert etrtey. saree ees rt ee 18/450 
1979 BEDFORD YLO Plaxton Supreme (45). Rees ees ae o:8 . ost dopwetieeeeedbeeeee, cee ee © er eet 9,450 
1979 (Aug.) FORD A0609 ‘Faro III’ (25). lvory/red . “4 Los) he eae ee Rees oe, 4 ee ee we £14,950 
1979 (Nov.) FORD Transit Reebur (17). Ivory/red/blue ee? 2 Oe es... eee ee = EL 
1978 VOLVO B58 12M Plaxton Supreme (53). ivory turquoise/ orange = a wl EI ees... Ree ee. ee RE OO0 
1978 (Sept.) FORD R1114 Estoril ll (53). Crimson/fawn ... —> |. ————— 3... ne }386oO 
1978 (Aug.) FORD R1114 Estoril |! (53). lvory/gold a, fen... .. ... i... a }3=/e DG 
1978 (Aug.) FORD R1114 Estoril Il (53). Purple/yellow ... A Se a ee ee 
1978 BEDFORD YMT Van Hool 300 Line (49). lvory/red/blue . eee eee? eee ee... fee 7 ee f T9000 
1978 FORD R1114 Plaxtonapeeieiee uOIIECn ee? Ae ee So i fee 9,350 
1978 FORD R1114 Dupl@Pominansissivonvercen <A ss. 3 se § Mo eee 9.350 
1978 FORD R1114 Duple Démainanr Gel@nange/ bee ea, | Se eee... (0,350 
1978 (Aug.) FORD A.0609 Moseley _Farolll (25) Yellow/blie 29-52. 25 9). Beene eee... SEDO 
1978 FORD A0609 Faro 111 (25). lvory/blue ... i ir ara 2. 3] 
1977 VOLVO B58 12M Plaxton Viewmaster (50). Brown) yellow/ivory oan... eer: ee ee 
1977 (Dec.) BEDFORD YMT Estoril II (53). lvory/red ... ae eY iF -._ , ~E, &. 
1977 (Oct.) BEDFORD YMT Van Hoo! 300 Line (53). Ivory/red ... —<—<—<—_— ... ne sn. . es TORU 
1977 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant (53). lvory/blue/pink a... re ee se 3. 26,950 
1977 BEDFORD YMMT Estoril 1] (53). lvory/blue ... ___ Se FF ~ “HI” | ke 
1977 BEDFORD YLQ Duple Dominant (45). \vory/red/gold g@rFr- i. = fF » am 
1977 FORD R1014 Duple Dominant (45). lvory/tan ee, eee. Cam  . £14,950 
1977 BEDE@RD ViL@iGascas | |IdA5 Dieck/ Dicken. 2s eee eee fae a. om. £14,950 
1977 FORD Transit Envoy (12). |vory/purple. . ee ee a my” £4,750 
1976 (Aug.) FORD R1114 Estoril I! (53). Brown/yellow 2... ne. . .. wn aw, ae “£15,450 
1976 BEDFORD YRT Duple Dominant(53). Green/red/blue ... -.... .@. 2... 14. 20. gee tee vee a... = £13,950 
no Je eee YM iseeoriligoemeoeblackmuoy =~... a |.  o.. Ses |. lege... £13,950 
[275 FORE sD S Wremeiosesown/ivory cil... ae we... .. Sat .. ime ... £13,950 
1976 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant (53). Blue/yellow. ... >. ... a soa... eam “- ... £13,950 
1976 (Sept.) BEDFORD YLQ Duple Dominant (45). lvory/brown >... a - 2a, Sam ... ... £13,500 
1976 BEDFORD YRO Duple Dominant Express (45). Cream/red ewe foe we ee. ... Ge ... ... £11,950 
1976 FORD R1014 Plaxton Supreme (45). a rere re... .. Mr Gwe... ... ... ... £11,950 
1976 FORD Transit Envoy (12). Blue/turquoise... ne 9%. ... ©... MMe ... 1... Ce. £3,750 
1975 (Nov.) FORD R1114 Duple Dominant. Grey/black . a es... dim Seve. ... ... ... £12,500 
1975 (Nov.) FORD R1114 Duple Dominant (53). ). lvory/maroon. . a... Ve. ... Be. ... ... ... £12,500 
1975 BEDFORD YRT Plaxton Panorama Elite (53). Cameonfcrcam/tieaa,-. ~. >a Sa .tCid#t..S£10,950 
1975 FORD R1114 Estoril.|l (53). lvory/green ie 7. Wat... Wm. ... ... «.-. «... £10,950 
1975 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant (53). lvory/blue x ae. .. Eee MR... «-- --. «-. «£10,950 
1975 FORD R1114 Plaxton Panorama Elite (53). lvory/blue | cue — Fae See re 8!) 
1975 BEDFORD YRQ Plaxton Panorama Elite (45). Crimson/cream/blue ante, Ses Pe |. NS Re eae £8,950 
1974 (Dec.) FORD R1114 Plaxton Panorama Elite ee (53). Blue/orange/Ivory_ te PR aoa bh Ads ee at EP ETOBOO 
1974 FORD R1114 Estoril 11 (53). Duoblue ... < te is ee ee £8,950 
1973 FORD R1114 Duple Viceroy (53). Cream/crimson fue ae Ge eee £6,950 
1973 FORD R1114 Duple Dominant (53). Brown/cream . ge rr £6,950 
1973 FORD R1114 Estoril || (53). Duoblue ... .. ee Se ees £6,950 


TRADE DESCRIPTIONS ACT: /n this /ist we quote the year of Registration and not necessarily the model or year of 
manufacture. V.A.T. Prices quoted are exclusive of Value Added Tax and are subject to the normal standard rate. 


ACCIDENT REPAIRS Main Showroom: Ashby Road Central, Shepshed, Leics. Tel: (0509)213232 


. : . Regional Depots: Moseley (Gloucester) Ltd., Tel: Cinderford (0594) 23081 
Remember our first-class Repairs and Renovation Moseley (Leeds) Ltd., Tel: Bradford (0274) 681811 


Service from our Loughborough Coachworks. Just phone Moseley (Scotland) Ltd., Tel: Coatbridge (0236) 22445. 
Loughborough (0509) 213232 for fast expert attention 


and a Guaranteed job. 


Head Office: Derby Road, Loughborough, Leics. Tel: (0509) 213232 MOSELEY 
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 Thering 
oe ents of confidence 


O 
Ele OO on oN Autosound 
are specialist suppliers and 
installers, the range of accessories | 
and components available from us is 
probably the largest anywhere. 
Products usually available immediately 
from stock include: 
Speakers, aerials, microphones, voltage 
converters, regulators, stabilisers, 
mounting plates, suppressors, grilles, 
leads, jack plugs and much more. If you | 
do not see your requirements here 
please contact us — if we haven't got it 
in stock we can usually get it for you 
within a few hours. Descriptive price 
list available on request with details of 


all components and prices. 
Advice and assistance always available — just a phone call 
away. 


@ Telma are the originators of the friction 
free electro-magnetic retarder. 

@ Over 300,000 units have been fitted world 
wide. 

@ Four different models — twenty different 
sizes. 

@ Light weight — lubricant free. Focal 
design — exclusive to Telma. 

@ Over 400 service points throughout 
Europe. 

@ Fully backed 1 year warranty claim — 
unlimited mileage. 

@ Available as manufacturers option in the 

U.K. and Europe for both in-line and 

gearbox mounting. 


When you specify a retarder 
make sure its a ‘Telma’. 


For further information please contact your 
nearest Telma agent or coach dealer. 


The policy of Autosound Services is one o stant impro vemen tan 
right is reserved to change specificatio ri 


erere COOOOO0000 


If you would like a copy of the Telma service 
directory please write to: 


2) FELMA 


ELECTRIC RETARDER 
for SAFETY-ECONOMY- COMFORT 


Telma Retarder Ltd., 8 Sheet Street, Windsor, 
Berks SL4 1BG. 
Telephone: Windsor 51347 Telex: 848957 


The in- Seah Piers 
15-17 Spring Gardens, Manningham Lane, 


Bradford,West Yorkshire. 
Telephone:Bradford (0274) 28842. 
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irkby Kingsforth 


Distributors for new 
LEYLAND-VOLVO-BEDFORD-FORD 


This months used selection from the leading dealer 


1980 Bedford YMT Duple Dominant II, 53 seats, Yellow and White. £28,250. 
1980 Bedford YMT Plaxton Supreme, 53 seats, Red and White. £28,250. 
1980 Ford R1114 Plaxton Supreme, 53 seats, Cream with Red Stripe. £28,250. 
1979 Bedford YMT Plaxton Supreme, 53 seats, Red and White. £23,950. 
1979 Bedford YMT Duple Dominant II, 53 seats, Blue and White. £23,950. 
1979 Ford R1114 Plaxton Supreme, 51 recliners, Cream and Red. £23,950. 
1979 Bedford PJK Duple Dominant 29 seats, Red, White and Blue. £19,250. 
1978 Volvo B.58 Plaxton Supreme, 57 seats, Black and White. £31,450. 

1978 Bedford YMT Duple Dominant II, 53 seats, Red and White. £19,950. 
1978 Ford R1114 Duple Dominant |, 53 seats, Yellow and Ivory. £19,950. 
1978 Bedford YLO Plaxton Supreme Exp., 45 seats, Red and White. £16,950. 
1978 Bedford YLQ Duple Dominant II, 45 seats. All White. £16,950. 

1978 Ford R1014 Duple Dominant II, 45 seats, White with Blue Stripe. £15,950. 
1978 Bristol LHS Duple Dominant |, 35 seats, Black and White. £19,250. 
1977 Bedford YMT Plaxton Supreme, 53 seats, Blue and Grey. £17,450. 
1977 Bedford YMT Moseley Estoril |, 53 seats. All Cream. £15,950. 

1977 Ford R1114 Plaxton Supreme, 53 seats, Red and Grey. £17,450. 

1977 Ford R1114 Duple Dominant |, 53 seats, Yellow and Ivory. £16,500. 
1977 Bedford YLO Plaxton Supreme Exp., 45 seats, Red and White. £14,950. 
1976 Leyland Leopard Plaxton Supreme, 49 seats, Blue and White. £18,950. 
1976 AEC 760 Plaxton Supreme Express, 53 seats, All White. £19,950. 

1976 AEC 760 Duple Dominant |, 57 seats. All White. £18,950. 

1976 Leyland Leopard Willowbrook Service, 55 seats. All Cream. £13,950. 
1976 Ford R1114 Duple Dominant |, 53 seats, Blue and White. £13,750. 

1976 Bedford YRO Plaxton Supreme, 45 seats, Blue and White. £12,950. 
1975 Volvo B.58 Plaxton Elite, 51 seats, White with Red/Blue Stripe. £17,950. 
1975 Bedford YRT Plaxton Elite, 53 seats, Two tone Blue and White. £11,850. 
1975 Ford R1114 Duple Dominant |, 53 seats, Green and Grey. £11,850. 

1975 Ford R1014 Duple Dominant, 45 seats, Yellow and Brown. £10,950. 
1974 Bristol LHL Plaxton Elite, 53 seats, Red and Cream. £10,250. 

1974 Seddon V8 Van Hool, 51 seats, Two Tone Green. £6,000. 

1974 Bedford YRT Plaxton Elite 53 seats, Blue and White. £9,650. 

1974 Ford R1114 Duple Dominant |, 53 seats, Red and White. £9,950. 

1974 Bedford YRO Duple Dominant |, 45 seats, Maroon and Cream. £6,950. 
1973 Leyland Leopard Duple Dominant |, 51 seats, Two Tone Blue. £12,450. 
1973 AEC 760 Plaxton Elite, 49 seats, Yellow and Red. £12,450. 


1973 Bedford YRT Duple Dominant |, 53 seats, All Cream. £8,500. 


1973 Ford R1114 Duple Dominant |, 53 seats, Maroon and White. £8,500. 


1973 Ford R1114 Plaxton Elite, 53 seats, Yellow and Black. £8,500. 
1972 Leyland Leopard Plaxton Elite, 53 seats, Black and White. £8,950. 


£3,000 and Under 
1972 AEC 505 Duple Commander 53 seats, Maroon and Cream. £1,500. 
1972 Ford R226 Duple Viceroy, 53 seats, Yellow and White. £1,750. 
1972 Ford R226 Moseley Estoril, 53 seats, Blue and White. £1,750. 
1971 Bedford Val 70 Duple Viceroy, 53 seats, All Green. £500. 
1971 Bedford YRQ Caetano Cascais 45 seats, Yellow and White. £1,250. 
1971 Ford R192 Moseley Caetano, 45 seats, Red and Cream. £1,000. 
1970 Ford R226 Duple Viceroy, 53 seats, all Orange. £1,950. 
1970 Ford R192 Duple Viceroy, 45 seats, Red and Cream. £750. 
1970 Bedford SB.5 Plaxton Panorama, 41 seats, Red and Blue. £1,250. 
1968 Ford R226 Duple Viceroy, 52 seats, Red and White. £975. 


SERVICE VEHICLES 
1974 Ford R1014 Willowbrook Service, 45 seats. All Red. £2,350. 


1970 Leyland Atlantean Alexander, 78 seats, Yellow and White. £2,500. 
1967 Bristol FLF E.C.W. 70 seats, Blue and Cream. £1,750. 
1966 Leyland Leopard Marshall, 51 seats, All Red. £1,450. 


New Vehicles for Immediate 
and Early Delivery 


1—Leyland Tiger ZF 12 Metre Plaxton/Duple. 
1—Leyland Tiger SA 12 Metre Plaxton/Duple. 
1—Leyland Tiger SA 11 Metre Plaxton/Duple. 
1—Bristol LHS Plaxton/Duple. 

3— Bedford YNT Plaxtons. 

3— Bedford YNT Duples. 

1—Ford R1114 Duple Dominant III. 

3—Ford R1114 Duple Dominant IV. 

1— Bedford PUK Turbo Duple. 

1— Bedford PJK Turbo Plaxton. 


SERVICE FROM THE KIRKBY KINGSFORTH GROUP 


WINDSCREENS eVEHICLE RECOVERY e 24 HOUR DAY/NIGHT SERVICE 
TACOGRAPHe INSURANCE CRASH REPAIRS ePAINTING eBODYWORK 


PHONE DINNINGTON 0909-564311 


COACH SALES DIVISION 
New Orchard Street 
Thurcroft 

Rotherham, South Yorks. 
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Phone 0709-546886 
Telex:547641 


Kirkby 
Kingsforth 
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PAUL SYKES 
ORGANISATION 
LIMITED 


Vehicle Sales Division 
eviland 
NEW LEOPARDS =n 


AND TIGERS 
NOW IN STOCK WITH SEVERAL IN BUILD FOR 
EARLY DELIVERY. 
* EX STOCK * 
AT VERY ATTRACTIVE 

PRICES 

Choice of 

semi-auto 
or 6 speed , 
ZF gearboxes — 
12 metre, § 
57 seaters. 


and DOMINANT III 


WE WOULD BE PLEASED TO QUOTE YOU A 
COMPETITIVE PRICE FOR YOUR NEXT LEYLAND. 
EACH MONTH WE HAVE TIGERS AVAILABLE 
WITH 218 or 245 ENGINES, MANUAL OR 
SEMI-AUTOMATIC, WITH YOUR CHOICE OF 


COACHWORK BY 
PLAXTON VAN HOOL 


DOMINANT IV 


DUPLE 


USED COACHES 
12 REVAMPED LEOPARDS 
with NEW PLAXTON 

MK IV FRONTS 

and retrimmed seats. 
EXCELLENT VALUE 

FOR MONEY. 


* ALL FULLY WORKSHOP CHECKED * 


10 DUPLE DOMINANT 
LEYLAND LEOPARDS 


Wide range of 
specifications and prices. 


A LARGE SELECTION OF GOOD QUALITY USED 
VOLVO : LEYLAND : FORD : BEDFORD : AEC 
COACHES @ SINGLE DECKS «x DOUBLE DECKS 
ALWAYS IN STOCK 


SUBSTANTIAL SAVINGS 
ON PART-EXCHANGE DEALS 


For photos; specifications; details of price and deliveries 
Contact: Edward Wood 
Alan Brook or Terry Flanagan 


Paul Sykes Organisation Ltd. 
Wakefield Road, Barnsley, S. Yorks. S71 1LE 


Telex: 54393 SYKORG’g’ 
After hours (0226) 790663 and 791162 
or (0924) 863110 


Telephone: Barnsley (0226) 89311 
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COURSES 
FOR YOUR 
DEVELOPMENT 


CERTIFICATE OF PROFESSIONAL 
COMPETENCE—PSV NATIONAL 10-day 
Next examination 8th October 

10 Day Course in September. 

Venue: Training Centre in Birmingham. 
Cost: £250 + VAT includes all meals, notes 
etc. (or Correspondence Course leading to 
this examination— £45 + VAT. You should 
pass with us as we had 100% pass last time. 


Ring us for details of our other courses: 
TACHOGRAPHS & PRODUCTIVITY 


TACHOGRAPHS & INDUSTRIAL 
RELATIONS 


INTERNATIONAL COACH DRIVER 
TRAINING 


HOW TO OPEN A RETAIL TRAVEL OUTLET 


We are here to help you 


CENTRE FOR TRANSPORT STUDIES 
Station House, Whalley BB6 9RT. 
Telephone: (0254/82) 3921 


The Society of 
Travel & Holiday 
Agents 


For over 50 years the SOCIETY OF TRAVEL 
& HOLIDAY AGENTS has worked to de- 
fend the interests of the Travel & Holiday 
Agent and Passenger Transport Operator. 


We now invite you to apply for membership 
to help this work continue. 


Apply now: 
on your headed notepaper to: 


THE SECRETARY, 
SOCIETY OF 
TRAVEL & HOLIDAY AGENTS, 
122 Newgate Street, 
London, EC1A 7AD. 
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BUSINESS MART SITUATION WANTED 


DRIVER/ADMINISTRATOR. 28-year-old married male 
seeks opportunity to enter passenger transport industry. 
Varied professional background, first class office and 
administration skills including some book-keeping. Right 
opportunity more important than initial salary. For full c.v. 
write Box 34/115 


Coach Business Northern England/Borders for sale. 12 coaches 
20-57 seaters. Est. 60 years. All types of coach hire including con- 
tinental. Please reply to Box. No. 34/116. 


NEW & USED PSV’S 


_ A A 
NORTH YORKSHIRE Nr. PICKERING | THREE well-maintained Volvo B58. 1975 Bedford PJK 29-seater Plaxton 
H j P. REG. 53-seater, Duple Dominant coach COF Oct 1982. Good cond. £6,900 
Due to Emigration a Valuable P. REG. 49-seat E-type Plaxton Elite Ex- plus VAT. 
press Ill, Autolube, fully carpeted. 1975 Bedford PJK 29-seater Duple 
COACH HIRE Se GARAGE P. REG. full executive Plaxton Elite Ex- Dominant COF July 1982. Good cond. 
press Ill, Autolube, reclining seats, £6,900 plus VAT. 

| toilet and washroom, power doors, TEL: (0327) 830647 

BUSINESS radio/cassette PA system fitted to all ——— 
three. For further details ring 1973 Bedford YRT Plaxton 53-seater, 


H j - Saas VOLVOVERLAND LTD, tel: 0924 radio and Telma. £7,750. 
Offered as a going concern with the benefit of existing contracts 823329 or 0924 827744. Tel: Yatton (0994) 833177 


| and advance bookings the business comprises a freehold 
garage extending to some 2000 sq. ft., equipment, 4 coaches, 2 = 


mini buses and a stone built 3 bedroom period cottage situated | 
in a beautiful moorland village 5 miles from Pickering. | COACH INSURANCE 
PRICE: In the region of £95,000 Fleets and single vehicle operators 


i 4 Competitive rates for new ventures. Continental extensions. 
Further details from the Selling Agents, 


Boulton & Cooper Ltd., 
St. Georges House, Pickering, North Yorkshire. 


For details please contact: 
LAWRIE INSURANCE CONSULTANTS LTD., 
7 Cray Buildings, FootsCray, High Street, 
Sidcup, Kent DA14 5HL. Telephone: 01 302 7521/7522/7523 


Contract Carriage Records 
DER V Record Books 
Coach Hire Order Books 
Costing & Maintenance Records 


CHARNWOOD PUBLISHING CO. LIMITED 
COALVILLE - LEICESTER Telephone: Coalville (0530) 32288 


CRANES+ 
FOR SALE COMMERCIALS 


COACH BUSINESS FOR SALE 


Old established Coach business, Merseyside for Sale. 
Turnover £250,000. 
Box No. 34/117 


EXPORTS LIMITED 
ENGINES & COMPONENTS FOR 


PROFITABLE, | BUS & COACH OPERATORS 
| SHORT MOTORS — CYLINDER BLOCKS 
OLD-ESTABLISHED CRANKSHAFTS — CYLINDER HEADS 


CON-RODS — CAMSHAFTS — PISTONS 


COACH BUSINESS LINERS — GASKET SETS — BEARINGS 


MANUAL & SEMI— AUTOMATIC GEARBOXES 


BASED IN NEW & RECONDITIONED 


DIFFERENTIALS NEW & RECONDITIONED 


CORNWALL AEC EATON 


LEYLAND SELF-CHANGE-GEARS 
VOLVO KIRKSTALL 
BEDFORD HEPOLITE 
FORD ROCKWELL 
7m Chartered Surveyors, 
Chesshire. Earnie soe e 
Gibson Birmingham B2 5LY | 
& Co. 021-632 4292 | American Warf-Elm Street-Southampton 


and London | Tel: (0703) 25563-35681 
| Telex: 477070 CRANCOM G 
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Your Dealer Quickcheck 


New and used vehicles 


Key: Leyland—Ld, Bedford—Bd, Ford—Fd, Volvo—Vo, DAF—Da, Duple—Du, 
Jonckheere—Jo, Kassbohrer—Ka, Moseley—My, Neoplan—Ne, Plaxton— Px, 
Van Hool—VH, Padane—Pa, Berkhof—Be, LAG—La, Smit— Sm. 


Name 


Arlington 

Arlington 

Arlington 

Ld, Bd, Du, Px, VH. 

Carlton PSV Sales 

Ne. 

Cotter’s Coach Sales & Service 
Fd, Vo, Da, Px, VH. 


Ensign Bus 
Pa, Be. 


Erringtons 

Bd, Da, Du, Px, Sm. 
Don Everall 

Fd, Du, Px, VH. 


Vincent Greenhous 
Bd, PX, Du. 


S. Hughes (Commercial) 
Fd, Vo, Du, Px. 


Kassbohrer (UK) 
Ka. 


Kirkby Kingsforth 
Kirkby Central 

Kirkby Central 
Kingsforth Bus & Coach 
Ld, Vo, Bd, Fd, Du, Px. 
Moseley (Loughborough) 
Moseley (Scotland) 
Moseley (Leeds) 
Moseley (Gloucester) 

Bd, Fd, Vo, Da, My, Px, Du, VH. 
Roeselare Sales 

Jo. 


Rydale PSV Sales 
Vo, Px. 


Shaw & Kilburn 
Bd, Du, Px. 


SMT 

Bd, Du, Px. 

Paul Sykes Organisation 
Ld. 


Tricentrol PSV 
Fd, Du, Px. 


Williams Motor Co. 
(Minibuses, Minicoaches). 

W. S. Yeates 

W. S. Yeates 

W. S. Yeates 

W. S. Yeates 

Fd, Ld, Bd, Vo, Da, Du, Px, La. 


Note: Listing of all of a dealer’s locations does not necessarily imply that all the franchises 


cover all locations. 
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Location 


Potters Bar, Herts. 
Bristol 
Sudbury, Suffolk 


Worksop, Notts. 
Glasgow 

Purfleet, Essex 
Oadby, Leicester 
Wolverhampton 
Hereford 

Gomersal, W. Yorks. 


Bordon, Hants. 


Anston, Sheffield 
Bristol 
Thurcroft, S. Yorks. 


Loughborough, Leics. 
Coatbridge, Lanarks 
Bradford 

Cinderford, Glos. 


Northampton 


London E4 


Hemel Hempstead, Herts. 


Glasgow 


Barnsley 


Markyate, Beds. 


Manchester 


Loughborough, Leics. 
Salisbury 

Edinburgh 

Leicester 


Telephone 


07070 52229 
0272 772671 
0787 72301 


0909 730249 
041-554 2762 
04026 5656 
0533 730421 
0902 51515 
0432 67441 
0274 681144 


04203 4998 


0909 564311 
0272 714171 
0709 546886 


0509 213232 
0236 22445 
0274 681811 
0594 23081 


0504 31913 
01-529 8686 
0442 51212 


041 204 2828 


0226 89311 
0582 605321 


061-224 3244 


0509 217777 
0722 710666 
031-339 3887 
0533 (62541) 


Used vehicles 


Allco Passenger Vehicles 


Ruislip, Middx. 
01-866 8900/ Ruislip 74422 
Ken Askin 
Barnsley 0226 6194 


Cranes & Commercials 


Southampton 0703 25563 
Hartwood Exports (Machinery) 

Barnsley 0226 742784 
Home Counties Coach Sales 

High Wycombe 04946 71861 
Jack Hughes 

Cleckheaton 0274 876105 


Lancashire Motor Traders 
Blackpool 0253 720330 


Martin Bus & Coach 
Middlewich, Cheshire 


060 684 3476 
N.D.Y. Coach Sales 
Durham 0385 771802 
W. Norths (PV) 
Leeds 0977 682415 
Vicount Central 
Burnley 0282 72133 


Bus and coach 
registrations 


THE following are the numbers of 
buses and coaches registered in the 
UK in March with the comparative 
figures for March 1981 in brackets: 


Leyland: 243 (290) 
DAF: 20 (3) 

Ford: 46 (28) 

Bedford: 73 (77) 
Dennis: 19 (5) 

MAN: 5 (2) 
Mercedes-Benz: 1 (-) 
Scania: 2 (2) 

Seddon: 10 (-) 

Volvo (GB): 2 (-) 

Volvo (S): 53 (33) 
Others (GB): 49 (81) 
Others (imports): 26 (1) 
Total British: 442 (481) 
Total Imports: 107 (39) 
GRAND TOTAL: 549 (520) 
(Source: SMMT) 
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* 


When you buy the best coaches on the market 
you expect the best service - Leyland Bus 
provides that service and more. 


@ Linkline - roadside assistance 
scheme. One phone call is all you need 
to make for immediate help. Remember 
the number Freephone 2353 


@ 26 UK Coach Service and Parts 
Specialists on strategically located 
main coaching routes. Equipped and 
staffed to Leyland Bus standard. 


@ Free pre-delivery inspection after 
bodying. 

@ Free 1000 mile service at any 
Leyland Coach Service Specialist. 


@ Team of Service Managers and field 
engineers (more than any other 
manufacturers) - located Regionally. 


@ Unlimited mileage 1 year warranty. 


@ Free Towing Service (max 80 Km per 
breakdown during first 8000 Km) 


For further information on any items in our 
service package plus directory of all Coach 
Service Centres etc. contact Leyland Bus 
Service Dept., Leyland, Preston PR5 1SN. 
Phone 07744 21400. 


TOP SERVICE 
IR IOP CATS 


14 


an outstanding service 
support package for 
your Leyland coach. 


Reasons why 
Leyland Bus offers 


@ European Coach Service Specialists 
strategically located on main coach 
routes. 


@ Continental Touring Kits. 


@ Our own specialist coach service 
centre at Nottingham. 


@ SAVE System for analysing vehicle 
expense 


@ VOR 24 hour Emergency Parts 
scheme. 


@ Regional Parts Offices. 


@ Comprehensive Training schemes on 
all aspects of vehicle maintenance. 
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GETAWAY GOLDLINERS 


OQUPLE- 


For further information on the Duple Range contact: 
Sales Centre, Duple Coachbuillders Limited, Blackpool, 


FY4 4EN Telephone 0253 62251 Telex 67135 


